
SUWANNEE COUNTY SCHOOL BOARD 
WORKSHOP SESSION 

November 8, 2022 

AGENDA 

9:00 a.m. Call to Order/Welcome/Pledge ....................... Jerry Taylor, Chairman 

9:02 a.m. School Improvement Plans .................... Janene Fitzpatrick/Principals 
for 2022-2023 

11 :00 a.m. Assistant Superintendent of Administration ................ Malcolm Hines 
Department Update 
• Policy Update (pg. 2) 

11: 15 a.m. Curriculum and Instruction Department Update ........... Jennifer Barrs 
• 2022-2023 Elementary Student Progression Plan (pgs. 3-70) 
• 2022-2023 Secondary Student Progression Plan (pgs. 71-168) 

11 :30 a.m. Food Service Department Update ................................. Michael Braun 

12:00 p.m. Lunch 

1 :00 p.m. District Insurance Options .................................................. Ted Roush 

2:15 p.m. Superintendent Update ........................................................ Ted Roush 

2:45 p.m. Adjourn 
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!SUPERINTENDENT'S COMPENSATION 2.0211 

POLICY: 

The Superintendent's compensation shall be adjusted at the beginning of each 
fiscal year in the manner prescribed by law when such adjustments provide 
for an increase, including any negotiated increases agreed upon by the Board 
for school employees. Changes to this initial compensation shall be made 
either on the anniversary date of his/her election, or at other times when 
special circumstances occur such as salary raises for other employees. +he 
Superintendent's final salary shall not be less than one hundred ten (110) 
percent of the mmdmum salary of the highest administrator's classification 
plus additional certification supplements ,,vhen applicable. The Board shall 
provide matching performance funds based on recognized professional 
development programs offered through North East Florida Educational 
Consortium (NEFEC), Florida Department of Education (FLDOE), or other 
State or National Certification programs for Superintendents. 

STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 

LAWS IMPLEMENTED: 

History: Adopted: 9/22/98 
Revision Date(s): 
Formerly: CBD 
Reviewed by SCSB: 1/12/10 

1001.47, F.S. 

1001.47, F.S. 
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It is the Intent of the Suwannee County School Board that each student's progression from 
one grade to another be determined, ln part, upon satisfactory performance in reading, 
writing, science, mathematics, and soclal studies; that district school board policies 
facilltate student achievement; that each student and his or her parent be informed of the 
student's academic progress; and that students have access to educational options that 
provide academically challenging curriculum or accelerated instruction pursuant to F.S. 
1002.3105. 

This Suwannee County Student Progression Plan has been established to provide a 
comprehensive plan for student progression in order to: 

• Provide standards for evaluating each student's performance, including how well he or 
she masters the performance standards approved by the State Board of Education. 

• Provide specific levels of performance in reading, writing, science, and mathematics for 
each grade level, includ!ng the levels of performance on statewide assessments as 
defined by the commissioner, below which a student must receive remediation or be 
retained within an intensive program that is different from the previous year's program 
and that takes Into account the student's learning style. 

• Provide appropriate alternatlve placement for a student who has been retained 2 or 
more years. 

• list the student eligibility and procedural requirements established by the school district 
for any whole-grade promotion, midyear promotion, and subject-matter acceleration 
that would result in a student attending a different school, pursuant to s. 
1002.3105(2)(b). 

• Notify parents and students of the school district's process by which a parent may 
request student participation in whole-grade promotion, midyear promotion, or subject
matter acceleration that would result in a student attending a different school, pursuant 
to s. 1002.3105(4)(b)2. 

• Advise parents and students that additional ACCEL options may be available at the 
student's school, pursuant to s. 1002.3105(4)(a). 

• Advise parents and students to contact the principal at the student's school for 
information related to student eligibility requirements for whole-grade promotion, 
midyear promotion, and subject-matter acceleration when the promotion or 
acceleration occurs within the princlpal's school; virtual instruction in higher grade level 
subjects; and any other ACCEL options offered by the principal, pursuant to s. 
1002.3105(2)(a)l. 

• Advise parents and students to contact the principal at the student's school for 
information related to the school's process by which a parent may request student 
partfcipation in whole-grade promotion, midyear promotion, and subject-matter 
acceleration when the promotion or acceleration occurs within the principal's school; 
virtual instruction in higher grade level subjects; and any other ACCEL options offered by 
the principal, pursuant to s. 1002.3105(4)(b)l. 
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• Advise parents and students of the early graduation options under s. 1003.4281. 

• List, or incorporate by reference, all dual enrollment courses contained within the dual 
enrollment articulation agreement established pursuant to s.1007.271(21). 

• Provide instructional sequences by which students in kindergarten through high school 
may attain progressively higher levels of skill In the use of digltal tools and applications. 
The instructional sequences must include partlclpatlon in curr!cular and instructional 
options and the demonstration of competence of standards required pursuant toss. 
1003.41 and 1003.4203 through attainment of industry certifications and other means 
of demonstrating credit requirements identified under ss. 1002.3105, 1003.4203, 
1003.4281, and 1003.4282. 

The plan has been created to ensure that the required program of study, placement, 
promotion, reporting, retention, and assessment procedures are equitable and 
comprehensive, thereby providing accountability for all students. 

Various requirements have been given greater visibillty In the Suwannee County School 
Board Policy Manual and by specific reference are included as part of this required Student 
Progression Plan. The policy manual and this progression plan are both available onllne at 
www.suwannee.k12.fl.us. 

The Superintendent shall be responsible for preparation and annual updating of plans and 
procedures !mplement!ng an instructional program in the district's schools which promotes 
mastery of Florida Standards in reading, language arts, mathematlcs1 science, social 
studies, the arts1 health and physical education, and foreign language. 

The Student Progression Plan provides assurance that al! students w!thin the Suwannee 
County School District who have not demonstrated proficiency of performance standards 
in reading, writing, science, and mathematics shall receive appropriate instruction, and that 
all students receiving a diploma shall have met and/or exceeded all the requirements 
mandated by the State of Florida and by the School Board. 

DRAFT Suwannee County School District- Elementary Student Progression Plan Page3 

-5-



§tcontents 

I. ADMISSION, PLACEMENT, TRANSFERS, and ATIENDANCE ......................................... 8;!& 

A. Admission ..................................................................................................................................................... ,81-8 

1. Admission Requirements ............................................................................................. 8J.8 

2. Controlled Open Enrollment ........................................................................................ ~ 

8. Placement ..................................................................................................................................................... 8-frB 

1. Responslbilltyfor Placement in Grades K-5 ................................................................. ~ 

2. Vertical Placement Collaboration ................................................................................ 8.2:8 

3. Kindergarten Initial Placement and Admission Criteria ............................................... ~ 

4. Grade 1 lnitlal Placement and Admission Criteria ....................................................... 9~ 

s. Grades 2 - 5 lnitlal Placement .................................................................................. 10= 

6. Placement of Retained Students .............................................................................. lQ.;!W 

7. Placement within a School ....................................................................................... lQ.2..±Q. 

8. Placement for Students with Disabilities ................................................................. lQ.;!W 

9. Placement of English Language Learners ................................................................. 112-1± 

10. Requirements for Information Prior to Placement .............................................. 11.;!.ll 

11. Placement for Dependent Children of Military Personnel... ................................ 12~ 

12. Placement in Virtual lnstructlon ........................................................................... 13±H 

13. Placement of Students on Communlty Control .................................................... 14*14 

14. Parent or Guardian Role with Placement Decisions ............................................. 14~ 

15. Placement of Home, Charter and Private Education Students ............................ 15.lli 

16. Placement of Home Education Students on a Part~Time Basis ............................ 15-lli 

17. Initial Placement of Homeless Students ............................................................... !~ 

C. Transfers and Withdrawals ........................................................................................................... 17~ 

D. Attendance ............................................................................................................................................. 17;.:J,.7 

11. SPECIAL PROGRAMS ................................................................................................. 18;gg 

A. Home Education Student Participation in Public Schools ............................................... 18.i-1-8 

8. Hospital /Homebound ...................................................................................................................... 18= 

C, Virtual Instruction Programs ......................................................................................................... 19-6!-9 

111. CURRICULUM AND INSTRUCTION ............................................................................ 20= 

A. General Program Requirements .................................................................................................. 20.z.2-Q. 

DRAFT Suwannee County School District- Elementary Student Progression Plan Page4 

-6-



B. Reading I nstru cti on ........................................................................................................................... 2 02.iQ. 

1. Daily Elementary Reading Block Instruction ............................................................ 2().;QG 

2. Comprehensive Core and Supplemental Intervention Reading Programs .............. 20.J2.G. 

3. Use of Accelerated Reader (AR} ............................................................................... 20~ 

4. Intensive Intervention .............................................................................................. 20~ 

C. Third Grade Reading ......................................................................................................................... 2~ 

1. Mandatory Retention and Good Cause Exemptions ............................................... 22~ 

2. Assessment of Grade 3 Students Enrolling after State Assessment ........................ 2m4 

3. Retention of Grade 3 Students Transferring Late in the Year .................................. 242-2:4 

4. Required Portfolios for Students Retained in Grade 3 ............................................ 256!4 

5. Parent or Guardian Notification of Student Retention in Grade 3 .......................... 2~ 

6. Differentiated Instruction in Mathematics Students Retained in Grade 3 .............. 2~ 

7. Required Instruction for Retained Grade 3 Students .............................................. 2~ 

8. Reading Materials to be used for Students Retalned in Grade 3 ............................ 27:J±+ 

9. Instruction ln Summer Reading Programs for Grade 3 Students ............................. 27:JN. 

10. Mid-Year Promotion of Retained Grade 3 Students to Grade 4 .......................... 27:;;J;'/-

11. Review of Progress Monitoring Data of Students Retained 1n Grade 3 ............... 2~ 

D. Physical Education and Recess Requirements ..................................................................... 29-2-i-9 

E. 

IV. 

A. 

B. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

Honor Roll ............................................................................................................................................... 30;!.;!-'I 

PROMOTION, ACCELERATION and RETENTION ....................................................... 3H3G 

Promotion ............................................................................................................................................... 31.iJ..Q. 

Student Progression from One Grade to Another ................................................... 31J..eQ. 

No Social Promotion/Administrative Placement ..................................................... 31~ 

Promotion under Unique Circumstances ................................................................. 31~ 

Promotion of Late-in-the-Year Transfer Students ................................................... 32~ 

Promotion of Students in Grades K-2 ...................................................................... 32.J.3.± 

Promotion of Students in Grades 3-5 ...................................................................... 32~ 

Promotion of Students with Disabilities in the Exceptional Student Education Program 
32B± 

Promotion of English Language Learners (Ells) ln Grades K-5 ................................ 3~ 

Mid-Year Promotion of Retained Students in K-5 - Genera! Comments ................ 33~ 

Acceleration ........................................................................................................................................... 33,2..g..;l 

DRAFT Suwannee County Schaal District- Elementary Student Progression Plan Pages 

-7-



1. Promotion by Acceleration In Grades K~S ................................................................ 33~ 

2. Whole Grade Acceleration ....................................................................................... 3~ 

3. Single Course Acceleratlon ....................................................................................... 3~ 

4. Procedure for Course Acceleration .......................................................................... 3SJM 

C. Retention ................................................................................................................................................. 36iJ& 

1. Guidelines for Retention of Students in Grades KwS ................................................ 3~ 

2. Retent!on of Students with Disabilities enrolled in Exceptional Student Education37~ 

3. Retention of English Language Learners (ELL) ......................................................... 37~ 

V. ASSESSEMENT .......................................................................................................... 3= 

A. State Assessments for Elementary Students ......................................................................... .3..8_~ 

B. State Assessment and Promotion and Retention ................................................................ 38~ 

C. Florida Kindergarten Readiness Survey (FLKRS) ............................................................... 3s= 

D. Assessment of Reading Ability of K-3 Students .................................................................... ~ 

E. Assessment of Students with Disabilities ................................................................................ 39~ 

F. Assessment of English Language Learners (ELL) ............................................................... 39= 

G. Assessment Opportunities for Home Education Students .............................................. 3~ 

H. Assessment Opportunities for Private School Students ................................................... 402J..9. 

I. Assessment of New Students ......................................................................................................... 4-0~ 

VI. REMEDIATION AND PROGRESS MONITORING ......................................................... 41l40 

A. Progress Monitoring and Multi-Tiered System of Supports (MTSS) ......................... 41.M.Q. 

B. Reading Remediation Requirements ......................................................................................... 42.i4-± 

1. Content of Remedial Instruction .............................................................................. 42J.4.1 

2. Duration of Remediation .......................................................................................... 42.i4± 

3. Parent or Guardian Refusal for Remediation ........................................................... 42~ 

4. Allocation of Remedial Resources ............................................................................ 43~ 

5. Parent Notification of a Student's Deficiency in Reading ........................................ 43~ 

VII. GRADING AND REPORTING PROCEDURES ............................................................... 45"44 

A. The Importance of Grading ............................................................................................................ 45,i4-4 

B. Summative Assessments ................................................................................................................. 45~4 

C. Formative Assessments ................................................................................................................... 45-644 

D. Grading Scale ......................................................................................................................................... 46-6-4-a-

E. Attendance Grades and Incentives ............................................................................................. 46-6-4-5 

DRAFT Suwannee County School District- Elementary Student Progression Plan Page6 

-8-



F. Reporting Student Progress to Parents .................................................................................... 46*4& 

VIII. VIRTUAL INSTRUCTION PROGRAM .......................................................................... 4&;!47 

A. Virtual Enrollment Part-time ........................................................................................................ 48M-7 

B. Virtual Enrollment Full-time ......................................................................................................... 48-fr4-7 

IX. STUDENTS IN EXCEPTIONAL STUDENT EDUCATION PROGRAMS ............................ 4&;!47 

A. Eligibility and Programs .................................................................................................................. 48;!47 

B. Student Performance Goals and Objectives ........................................................................... 49.J.4.8. 

c. Curriculum and Instruction ........................................................................................................... .4214-8-

D. Reporting Student Progress ........................................................................................................... ~ 

E. Assessment of Student Performance ......................................................................................... Soi4-9-

1. State and Local Assessment ..................................................................................... 5@49. 

2. Alternate Assessment Gu!dellnes ............................................................................ 52~ 

3. State Board of Education Exemption ....................................................................... 52J.a.i 

F. Standards and Promotion Criteria .............................................................................................. 53~ 

G. Graduation Requirements - Standard Diploma .................................................................... 53.i&i 

X. ENGLISH for SPEAKERS of OTHER LANGUAGES (ESOL) ............................................ 55;!§4 

A. Assessment ............................................................................................................................................. 55~ 

B. Retention ................................................................................................................................................. 55-2-&4 

Appendix A-Student Progression Plans Memo .................................................................................... 55 

Appendix B-Student Transfer Classroom Request .............................................................................. 56 

Appendix C-Required lnstruction ........................................................................................................... 57 

6A-1.094123 Child Trafficking Prevention Education .......................................................... 66;!.;>, 

6A-1.094122 Substance Use and Abuse Health Education ................................................. 67= 

1003.4205 Disability history and awareness instruction ............................................................. 63 

DRAFT Suwannee County Schoof District- Elementary Student Progression Plan Pagel 

-9-



~11!1_i~?N, PLACEMENT, TRANSFERS, and IITTEliJl)AN.~CE_. ~~---

RA, Admission 

] 

B 1. Admission Requireme_r:i_ts 

For Information about admission requirements for Suwannee County School District 
(SCSD), please visit the District website: www.suwannee.k12.fl.us. An enrollment packet 

can be obtained from the Suwannee County School District website. 

ffl 2. Controlled Open Enrollment 

For information on Suwannee County School District's controlled open enrollment policy, 

please visit the District website. The policy is avallable at www.suwannee.k12.fl.us. 

·-, 

I 1. __ Responsibility for Placement in Grades K-5 ·--

Florida Statute 1003.21(2) places the responsibility for the placement of students with the 
school district. The Superintendent has designated the principal of the school as the final 

authority In the placement of students In programs or classes. Parents or guardians may 
discuss a placement with school officials and ask for an explanation of the placement, and 

they may review the evidence the school used to make the placement. Parents or 

guardians cannot determine a student's placement, unless otherwise provided by law, as in 

the case of a placement in a program for exceptlonal students or a dropout prevention 
program. No student may be assigned to a grade level based solely on age or other factors 

that constitute soclal promotion. 

( 2: ___ _vertical Placement Collaboration 

Administration teams from District feeder schools will assist in student placement. The 

feeder school will provide academic and behavioral data from the previous year for the 

incoming students. 

R 3 .. ___ Kindergarten Initial Placement ~_nd Admission Criteria··-· ..... ·--···-.. ··-····-··-·-------·----·--·---

Prior to placement in kindergarten, a student Is required to be 5 years old on or before 

September 1. 

When a student is transferring from another state and the student does not meet the 

regular age requirement, that student shall be admitted under the same age requirements 
established in the State in which the student resided under the condition that: 
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• the parent/guardian must demonstrate legal residency of the state from which they are 
transferring, 

• a record of attendance, academic information and grade placement, 
• evidence of immunization against commun!cable diseases, 
• evidence of date of birth 
• evidence of medical examination completed within the last twelve (12} months. 

Students must satisfy all health requirements established by the School Board prior to 
school admission. 

The statewide maAElater1 kiAElergaFteR ssreeAiRgcoordinated screening and progress 
monitoring assessment will be administered to each kindergarten student in the district 
wlthln the first 30 school days of each school year. 

I 4, Grade 1 lnitial Placement and Admission Criteria 

Prior to placement In first grade, a student is required to meet all the following criteria: 

• Students must be 6 years old on or before September 1, 
• Students must have satisfactorily completed kindergarten, 
• Students must satisfy all health requirements established by the School Board prior to 

school admission. 
• Fer tRe 2921 22 ssReel year see GeveFAer's FAeFAe Elate El 3/12/21 regarEliAg fleidl3ility 

feF plaserneAt ef kiRElergaFteA st1:1EleAts. See ap13eRElil, A 

The student who has satisfactorily completed a non-public klndergarten program must provide 
evidence, such as the following: 

• report card or transcript reflective of the chi Id's satisfactory completion of kindergarten 
or 

• letter from the prlnc!pal or director of the schoo! certifying the child's satisfactory 
completion of a kindergarten program or 

• evidence of a home-school program. 

A first-grade student who transfers from an out-of-state school and does not meet age 
requirements for Florida public schools must satisfy all the following; 

• meet age requirements for public schools within the state from which the student is 
transferring 

• have academic credit for completing kindergarten that Is acceptable under the rules of 
the School Board. 

Jn addition, the parent/guardian must provide all the following: 

• official school records which show attendance, academic information and grade 
placement in first grade, 

• evidence of residence, 
• evidence of immunization, 
• evidence of date of birth, 
• evidence of medical examination completed within the last twelve months. 
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~ Grades 2 - 5 Initial Placement 

Students who meet the criteria for admission or transfer shall progress according to the 
district's Student Progression Plan. The Superintendent has designated the principal of the 
school as the final authority in the placement of students. 

The grade placement of any student transferring from out-of-state into grades 2 -5 shall be 
determined by the principal (or deslgnee) of the receiving school. The student must satisfy all 
the following requirements: 

• age requirement for public schools within the state from which the student is 
transferring 

• academic credit that is acceptable under the rules of the School Board. 

In addition, the parent/guardian must provide all of the followlng: 

• official school records which show attendance, academic information and grade 
placement1 

• evidence of residence1 

• evidence of immunization1 

• evidence of date of birth1 

• evidence of medical examination completed within the last twelve months. 

16. Placement of Retained Students 

Students who have been retained and have received Intensive instructional services shall be 
provlded the option of being placed ln a transitlonal instructional setting. Such setting shall be 
designed to produce learning gains sufficient to meet the next grade level performance 
standards while continuing to remediate the areas of reading. A combination class is one 
method of transitional setting. Students may not be retained in third grade more than one 
time. 

lz.. Placement within a School -----···--··-~-----·---·----------·---·--------

Placement of a student that Involves movement within a school shall be the responsibility of 
the principal or his/her designee . 

• l_-s_,_. __,P--'I ac..ccem e ~ !~:. .. ~!_~e n!s with Di sa bi I iti es 

Students wlth disabilities shall be placed in appropriate courses as dictated by their lndlvldual 
Education Plan (IEP). Specially designed instruction will be provided by an Exceptional Student 
Education {ESE) teacher or other service provider in the least restrictive environment (LRE) as 
determined by the IEP team. In most cases1 this will be in the regular education classroom 
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with their non-disabled peers but some students with disabilities may require Instruction in a 
separate environment for some portion of the day. 

19. Placement of English Langua,,ge:ec:Lc:ec:a:.:rnc.:e::_r:..s ________________ _ 

English Language Learners (Ells) shall be placed in appropriate courses designed to provide 
English for Speakers of Other languages (ESOl) instruction ln English and the basic subject 
areas of mathematics, science, social stud/es and computer literacy. 

The ELL Committee, which ls composed of the principal or designee, an ESOL/language arts 
teacher, the school counselor, and any other instructional personnel responsible for the 
Instruction of English language Learners, shall make recommendations concerning the 
appropriate placement, promotion and retention of Engltsh Language Learners. The parent or 
guardian of students being reviewed shall be Invited to participate in the meetings. 

Criteria to be utlllzed In making appropriate placement decisions include: 

• academic performance and progress of a student based on formal and/or alternative 
assessments in English and/or the student's native language, 

• progress, attendance and retention reports, and 
• number of years the student has been enrolled In the ESOl Program. 

The Suwannee County School District ESOL Plan may be accessed under English for Speakers 
of Other languages (ESOl) at: https://www.suwannee.k12.fl.us/title-ii1-esol 

When new students arrive to Suwannee County School District from other countries without 
appropriate educational documentation {transcripts, report cards), the student will be placed 
in an age appropriate setting. Placement may not be made solely upon English Language 
proficiency. 

I 10. Requirements for Information Prior t()_Placement -····--- . __ _ 

Each student, at the time of initial registration for schoo! placement, must note previous 
school expulsions, arrests resulting in a charge, arrests pending, and juvenile justice actions 
the student has had. Schools have the authority to honor the final order/recommendation 
of expulsion or dismissal of a student by any in-state or out-of-state publ!c district school 
board, private school or lab school, for an act which would have been grounds for 
expulsion according to the SCSD Code of Student Conduct, according to the followlng 
procedures: 

• A final order/recommendation of expulsion shall be recorded in the records of the 
recelving school. 

• The expelled student applying for admission to the receiving school shall be advised of 
the final order of expulsion. 

• The superintendent or deslgnee may recommend to the School Board that the final 
order of expulsion be waived and the student be admitted to the school district, or that 
the final order of expulsion is honored and the student not be admitted to the school 
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district. If the student is admitted by the School Board, w!th or without the 
recommendation of the district school superintendent, the student may be placed In an 
appropriate educational program at the direction of the School Board. 

Students enrolling In Suwannee County School District coming from previous special facility 
educational Institutions may be placed in the appropriate Suwannee County School District 
Opportunity School if determined necessary by the School Princlpal, Director of Student 
Services, andLQr Director of School Choice. 

11. Placement for Dependent Children of Military Personnel 

Flor!da Statute 1003.05 provides for placement of dependent children of m!litary 
personnel. 

Application of the Interstate Compact on Educational Opportunity for Military Chlldren is 
provided to remove barriers to educational success Imposed on chlldren of military families 
because of frequent moves and deployment of their parents. This section is applicable to 
the children of members of the uniformed services who: 

• are active-duty, including members of the National Guard and Reserve on active-duty 
orders, 

• are severely Injured and medically discharged or retired -for a period of one year 

• die on active duty or as a result of Injuries sustained on active duty - for a period of one 
year after death. 

This section does not apply to the children of: 

111 inactive members of the National Guard and military reserves 

• members of the uniformed services now retired (except as stated) 
e veterans of uniformed services (except as stated) 

• other United States Department of Defense personnel and other federal agency civllian 
and contract employees not defined as active-duty members of the uniformed services. 

This section provides that students who meet the above conditions are assured the 
following: 

• A student whose parents cannot produce an officla! set of educational records for 
enrollment, the student shall enroll and be appropriately placed based on the 
information in unofficial records pending val!dation of the official records as soon as 
possible. 

• A student who is transferring shall be provided a set of unofficial records in order to 
enroll under the provisions of this pollcy by the receiving educational agency. A student 
who transfers during the school year shall be placed In courses and/or programs based 
on the student's enrollment in the sending state school or educatlonal assessments 
conducted at the school in the sending state, If the courses are offered. The school in 
the receiving state ls not precluded from performing subsequent evaluations to ensure 
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appropriate placement and continued enro!Jment of the student In the courses and or 
programs. Such programs include, but are not limited to the gifted and talented 
programs and English as a second language. 

• A student whose parent is transferring or pending transfer to a military installation 
within Florida will be considered a resident of the school district and will be provided 
preferentlal treatment in the controlled open enrollment process. 1003.05 F.S. 

l.12. Placement in Virtual Instruction 

Section.1003.498, F.S., establlshes virtual school as an educatlona! choice and an acceleration 
option for students. 

Suwannee County School District offers Suwannee Virtual School (SVS) as the provider of first 
choice for virtual instructioni however, for situations In which SVS cannot fulfill the need, 
students may qualify to access the services of another state approved provider. Students may 
enroll in a virtual course offered by any other school district In the state. When these 
students seek to enroll in an online course offered by another district, both districts should be 
involved in the enrollment process and acknowledge the requirements related to eliglbllity 
and funding before the student ls allowed to enroll in the course. Enrollment guidance is 
available from the SVS Coordinator at 386-647-4243. 

Virtual instruction may be appropriate for students with medical or behavioral issues that may 
limlt success in the traditional classroom, for students who need single subject acceleration, 
or for students needing a more flexible schedule due to training or other extra-curricular 
endeavors. Parents should confer with their student's school counselor to determine whether 
the course selected is appropriate for the student based on the student's academic history. 

Eligibillty for partidpatlon in K-12 virtual instruction is governed bys. 1002.455. All students, 
including home education and private school students, are eliglble to participate in any of the 
following virtual instruction options: 

• School district operated part-time or full-time kindergarten through grade 12 vlrtual 
instruction programs under s. 1002.45 (l)(b). 

• Full-time virtual charter school Instruction authorized under s.1002.33 to students 
within the school dlstrict or to students in other school districts throughout the state 
pursuant to s. 1002.31. 

• Virtual courses offered in the course code directory to students within the school district 
or to students in other school districts throughout the state pursuant to s. 1003.498. 

• Florlda Virtual School lnstruct!onal services authorized under s.1002.37. 

Private seReel partiEipatieA iR Sc1wa11F1ee Ceb!Rty's 'lirt1;1al pregraFR is epeR te aRy st1.:1elcRt as 
Ieng as s13a1::e is availa91e. l=leffieseReel er t3ri• 1ate 5€1:ieel st1:.1eleRts Ff'lay emell in a FAaldR4UFf1 ef 
tfH:e.e.-€8.blrses raer semester. PareAts ef st1:1EleAts atteReliAg rarivate seReel GR seRelarsRip are 
respeRsi!ale fer verij:yiAg elig19illt'/.Partlcipation In Suwannee County's vlrtual program is open 

to home education students as long as space is available .• ~~'::.l~~~ucat~on._~~l}-~~-r:i!~-~_ay -----i~•·~•m='"'="-' '°~"t~'°~'·~·~''~"t~o-------~-
enroll in a maximum of three courses per semester. Students attending a private school may 
participate in courses through Suwannee Virtual School if the private school principal submits 
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a written request to the Director of School Choice. The request must be approved by the 
Director of School Choice prior to enrollment. 

Principals and school counselors will determine If placement In virtual instruction ls 
appropriate academically for the student based on course prerequisites, the student's 
academic history, the student's age, and the appropriateness of the course for the student. 
Enrollment in virtual schoo! must be approved by the student's school counselor prior to the 
start of a new semester. Students that have previously enrolled In a virtual course and did 
not successfully complete the course with a passing grade will not be approved by their 
school counselor for another virtual course until the next school year. Thls Is to prevent 
students from negatively impacting their academic course history and GPA by repeatedly 
being unsuccessful In a virtual school environment. 

Schools may not deny placement in a virtual course offered when the Principal and/or school 
counselor indicates that placement in a virtual course is appropriate, even if the school offers 
the same course. However, once a semester has begun and the regular drop period has 
passed a student may not withdraw from a school course to enroll in the same course online. 

Students may not simultaneously be placed in the same course at a district school and a 
virtual school. Schools shall make every effort for a student to access virtual coursework on 
site before, during or after the school day. 

Additional Information is available in the Florida Public Virtual Schools Question and Answers, 
available at the FDOE Virtual Instruction webpage https:/fwww.fldoe.org/schools/school
choice/virtual-edu/. !n addition, Suwannee Virtual School information is avallable at 
http://www.suwannee.k12.fl.us. 

113. Placement of Stude.nts_on Community Co_n~t~ro~I _____________ _ 

For Information regarding procedures when students are placed on community control please 
refer to Florida Statute 948.101, Terms and Conditions of Community Control and Florida 
Statute 948.03, Terms and Conditions of Probation. Florida Statute 948.03 specifically states 
that the court shall determine the terms and conditions of probation. Conditions specified in 
this section do not require oral pronouncement at the time of sentencing and may be 
considered standard conditions of probation. 

L4. __ .Pare_n.t_or Guardian _Rol.e_y,rith Pia.cement Dec,0iccsi-=occns'-------

A!though flnal authority regarding placement remains with the Principal of the school, parents 
or guardians are encouraged to discuss any placement of concern with school officlals and ask 
for an explanation of the placement. Parents may review the evidence the school used to 
make the placement decision. Suwannee County School District encourages parents to 
partner with school officials at any opportunity. 

Florida Statue 1003.3101 provides parents with additional educational choice options. Each 
school in Suwannee County School District has established a transfer process for a parent to 
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request his or her child be transferred to another classroom teacher. However, th!s section 
does not give the parent the right to choose a specific classroom teacher. 

To request such a transfer, a form is located in each school's front office. The parent should 
return the form to the School Principal. The form must include the parent's justification for the 
request and be dated appropriately. The school must approve or deny the transfer within two 
weeks of receiving the request. When a request ls denied, the school will notify the parent and 
specify the reasons for the denial. See appendix.8.g 

State law provides the authority for placement of students with the school district. Placement is 
based on professional educators' evaluations of how well the student is meeting the levels of 
performance for student progression. Such evaluations take into account whether or not the 
student has the knowledge and skills to move on successfully to the more difficult work of the 
next grade or course. 

Parents may discuss a placement with school officials and ask for an explanation of the 
placement, and they may revfew the evidence the school used to make the placement. The 
Superintendent has designated the principal as the final authority In placement decisions. 
1012.28 {5), F.5. 

I 1s. Placement of Home, Charter and Private _Education Students 

Students seeking Jnltlal elementary school placement and transferring from home school, 
charter school, or private school shall be reviewed by the local school to determine the most 
appropriate grade placement. Criteria to be considered may include age and maturity, 
standardized achievement test results, state assessments, progress as It re!ates to Florida 
Standards and previous records from publlc and private schools, as well as, evidence from the 
student's portfolio of work and achievement while in home, charter, or private school. 
Placement Is not based solely on the recommendation of the private school, charter school or 
home educator. 

The Superintendent has designated the principal of the school as the final authority in the 
placement of students in programs or classes. The placement decision ls subject to review and 
revision after school personnel have had the opportunity to observe the student's work. 

A four to six week screening period is allowed from the time of enrollment in order to obtain 
the necessary data for the most appropriate placement. Attention is paid to the following: 
health and physical development, emotional behaviors, social interactions, independent 
performance, communication competence, cognitive development, previous learning records, 
family data, and family preference. 

Until a screening Is completed, children who are five or six years old are temporarily placed 
according to the legal requirements outlined in statute. Prior to placement students must 
complete and satisfy all admission paperwork and health requirements established by the 
Suwannee County School Board prior to school admission, as previously defined in this section. 

I. 16 .... Placement of Home Education Students on a Part-Time Basis ~·----·--·-----
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Home education students whose programs are registered with the district may request to 
enroll on a parMime basis through the school choice process for courses for which vacant 
seats exist upon approval by the pr!nclpal. Home education students may enroll and 
participate ln district course offerings up to, but not more than half-time (.5 FTE). 

Should a part-time home education student wish to enroll full-time at the school, grade 
placement shall be determined by school personnel as stlpulated above. 

Home school students taking courses ln a public school must complete and satisfy all 
registration admission paperwork and health requirements. 

Students enrolled in classes, even on a part-time basis, must comply with district disciplinary 
and attendance policies in the current Student Code of Conduct. The Student Code of 
Conduct is available on the district's website at www.suwannee.k12.f1.us. 

I 11. Initial Placement of Homeless Students 

A homeless student is defined as a child or youth who: 

e is living in emergency or transitional shelter or FEMA trailer 

• ls living with a family member or friend due to loss of housing, economic hardship or a 
slmllar reason; doubled up 

is living in a car, park, temporary trailer park or campground due to lack of adequate 

housing, public space, abandoned building, substandard housing, public or private place 
not designed for or ordinarily used as a regular sleeping accommodation for human 
beings or similar settings. 

• is living in a hotel or motel. 

• is awaiting foster placement. 

Meets one of the criteria above and is not in the phys lea I custody of a parent or a guardian 
(unaccompanied youth). 

A Asmeless stl:1EleRt is ElefiRe9 as a eAilEI er ys1::1tR Y. Re: 
ER'1ergeAey er traAsitieRal sl=le!ter er !=EMA trailer 

• r;;amily member er frieREI E11::1e ts less sf Ael:lSIRg, eeeRsmie RarElsAi13 er a siffiilar reaseA; 

EieaaleEi "~ 
Car, 13arl:, teR113erar1 traile"r 13ark er eaR'113gre1::1REI E11:1e ts lael( sf a Eleei1:1ate Ae1::1siRg, 131::11311e 
s13aee, alaaASeAeEI 131::1ilEliRg, s1::113staRElarEI Ae1::1siRg, 131::11:ilie er 13rivate 13laGe Ast ElesigReEI 
fer er srEliRarilY 1:1seEl as a reg1::1lar slee;eiRg aeesR=imeElatisA fer A1:1maR 13eiRgs er siR'1ilar 

~ 
, Fletel sr ffietel. 

• AwaltlAg fester 13laeemeRt. 

Meets eRe sf tAe erlterla al3eve a A El is Ast iR tRe 13!:i'fsieal e1:1steEf't ef a 13areRt er a gl:larnliaA 
(l:lR3€ESFRj9aAieEI 'fSt.Jtl:1). 
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The Suwannee County School District adheres to the McKinneyNento Homeless Education 
Assistance Improvements Act of 2001. Homeless students shall be permitted to enroll in 
Suwannee County School District. They shall not be placed in a separate school or program 
within a school based on their homeless status, and shall be provided services comparable 
to those offered to other students enrolled In the school. 

It is the responsibility of the enrolling school to Immediately contact the school last 
attended by the homeless student to obtain relevant records. If the student needs to 
obtain Immunization records, the enroll!ng school sha!I refer Immediately the student to 
the school nurse for assistance. 

A homeless student shall be permitted to enroll immediately, even If the student is unable 
to produce records normally required for enrollment. This includes, but Is not limited to1 

records such as previous academic records1 medical and immunizations records, and proof 
of residency. 

Homeless children must have access to a free public education and must be admitted to 
school in the school district in which they or their families live. A homeless chlld shall be 
granted a temporary exemption from entrance requirements for 30 school days. 

I£.'._ Tra~sfer~.~d ~!~~rawa~s ____ _ 

Transfer students shall be placed in a specific class or grade on a temporary basis pending 
receipt of al! required .elements. If records that arrive after initial placement indicate a student 
should have been placed in a different class, grade or program, the principal shall make the 
determination of appropriate placement based on a!I factors. 

School attendance in Florida is required by law according to Florida Statute 1003.21. All 
children between the ages of 6 {by February 1) and 16 are required to attend school regularly 
during the entire school term. 

For specific information about attendance please see the Student Code of Conduct on the 
District website: www.suwannee.k12.fl.us/student-services 
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§clAL PROGRAMS 

~me Education Student Participation in Public Schools 

1006.15 F.S., 1002.41 F.S. Students registered in the home education program may participate 
in public school interscholastic and lntra-scholastlc extracurricular activities. However, public 
schools may provide home education students access to classes, programs, services1 or other 
educatlonal opportunities. Suwannee County School District allows for part-time attendance of 
home school students in on-campus classes when space and scheduling permits. 

For more information, visit FLDOE Office of Independent and Parental Choice Website at 
http://www.fldoe.org/schools/school-choice/other-schookhoice-options/home-edu/ 

To register for home education, contact the office of Home Education in the Suwannee County 
School District at http://www.suwannee.k12.fl.us/index.cfm ?p-home-education-information 

l~--~~spital /Ho~~bound 

A homebound or hospitalized student is a student who has a medically diagnosed Injury, a 
chronic physical/psychiatric condition, or has repeated Intermittent illness due to a persisting 
medical problem. The condition, Illness or medical problem confines the student to home or 
hospital and restricts activities for an extended period. A physician licensed in the state of 
Florida makes the medical diagnosis. "A physician licensed 1n the state of Florida" as used in this 
rule, is one who is qualified to assess the student's physical or mental condition. Students are 
dismissed from the program when the physician recommends that the student no longer 
requires participation in the program and Is ready to return to school. 

The medical statement is required to determine eliglbtllty. The medical statement must be 
from a physician licensed In the state of Florida, Including a description of the disabling 
condition or diagnosis with any medical implications for instruction. The report must state that 
the student is unable to attend school and gives an estimated duration of condition or 
prognosis. Students are eligible for services from their third birthday until they graduate 
(receive a standard diploma or G.E.D.) or until their 22nd birthday. An Individual Education· Plan 
(IEP) shall be developed or revised prior to assignment to the homebound or hospitalized 
program placement. The medical statement must be updated each school year. 

Hospital/homebound students are ellglble for a state assessment waiver only if they have been 
found ellglble for special education services through an eliglble disability program in addition to 
hospital/homebound. 

For addltional information on the SCSD hospital homebound program, please contact the Office 
of Student Services at (386) 647-4630. 
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~rtua/ Instruction Programs 
It':"·--~ ·"-~----~-,.-~----·--·- ......... ·····---~----·-···· ---- ---······ ·············----"::J 

1002.20 F.S. Parents or guardians have the right to choose educational options such as virtual 
education for their children. A student's full-time school may not deny access to virtual 
education, assuming that the desired online course(s) is an appropriate course placement 
based on the student's academic history1 grade level, and age. Access shall be available during 
and after the normal school day. 

See - Placement in Virtual Instruction. 

Additional information is available on the Suwannee Virtual School's homepage. 
http://www.suwannee.k12.fl.us 
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@=<:IJRRICIJLUM AND INS!RUCTION. 

(A. General Program Requirements 

The course of study in elementary school includes instruction In the core areas of language arts, 
writing, mathematics, science, social studies, and physical education. Elementary students may 
also receive Instruction in music, art, health, media/library skllls, and technology. All instruction 
is centered on the benchmarks of the Florida Standards. Individual learning styles, interests and 
talents help determine students' learning paths while in elementary school. Required 
Instruction (1003.42 F.S.) is detailed in the appendix. 

~~~1n5trllction -----·----.. ------------·····-··--····---. -----------···- ·-------------
• 1. Daily El~mentary Reading Block Instruction 

Each elementary school shall provide all students a minimum of 90 minutes of dally, 

scientifically research-based reading instruction using the district adopted Comprehensive Core 

Reading Program {CCRP). The daily reading block shall follow the Florida Department of 

Education template which Includes a combination of large and small group instruction, guided 

and independent reading, and specific skill instruction based on student needs. Students at risk 

of retention or performing be!ow grade level wlll be provided daily, Intensive, accelerated 

reading instruction. Refer to the Suwannee County Schools state approved Reading Plan 

I ocated http://www. fldo e. o rg/ a cad em i cs/ sta nda rds/j ust-rea d-fl/ 

I 2. Comprehensive Core and Supplemental Intervention Reading Programs 

All K-5 students shall participate in inltlal instruction using the Comprehensive Core Reading 

Program (CCRP). The CCRP curriculum shall use scaffolding to meet the needs of every student. 

Differentiated instruction served through the Supplemental Intervention Reading Program 

(SIRP) reinforces initial instruction through remediation, acceleration, or enhancement. 

Students whose Individual Education Plan (IEP) indicates that the CCRP is not appropriate shall 

receive instruction using other scientifically research-based reading materials Identified in the 

district's Comprehensive Reading Plan and specified In the student's IEP based on the rigorous 

reading requirements. 

13. Use of Accelerated Reader (AR) 

The purpose of AR is to motivate students to read more books at an appropriate level of 

difflculty by using a point system tied to individual goals. The purpose is not to provide reading 

instruction but to increase personal reading time and reading skills. 

14. Intensive Intervention 

The Intensive Intervention shall: 
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• be provided to all K-5 students with substantial reading deficiency or those who are 
identified by the district's assessment system utilizlng screening, diagnostic, and 
progress monitoring instruments that measure phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency, 
oral language, vocabulary and comprehension, 

• be provided during regular school hours in addition to the regular reading instruction, 
and 

• include a state-approved research-based or evidence based reading curriculum. 

The curriculum must meet the following specifications: 

• assist students whose assessment Indicates a reading deficiency in developing the ability 
to read at grade level, 

• provide skill development ln phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency, oral language, 
vocabulary and comprehension, 

• provide scientifically-based and reliable assessment, 

• provide Initial and ongoing analysis of each student's reading progress, 
• implemented during regular school hours, and 

• based in core academic subjects to assist the student In maintaining or meeting 
proficiency levels for the appropriate grade In all academic subjects. 

K-12 Student Reading Intervention Requirements 

Pursuant to Section 1008.25, F.S., any elementary student who exhibits a substantial deficiency 
in reading based upon locally determined assessments, statewide assessments, or through 
teacher observations may be enrolled in intensive reading instruction Immediately fol!owing the 
ldentiflcatlon of the reading deficiency. 

For elementary students not participating in the statewide reading assessment, substantial 
deficiency in reading must be defined by the district school board in the K12 Reading Plan. For 
students required to participate ln the statewide coordinated screening and progress monitoring 
assessment, a substantial deficiency In reading is defined by scoring Level 1 or Level 2 on tl=te-the 
Florida Assessment for Student Thinking (FAST) or below the 40% on the STAR.FleriEla £taR8arEls 
AssessFAeRt Rea-effig. Students who exhibit a substantial deficiency In reading must be provided 
with additional diagnostic assessments to determine the nature of the student's difficulty, the 
areas of academic need, and strategies for appropriate intervention and instruction. 

Immediate intensive intervention shall be de!lvered by teachers who are certified or endorsed 
In reading for a!I students who have been Identified with a substantial reading deficiency. This 
intervention shall be In addition to or as an extension of the ninety-minute reading block in a 
smaller group size setting or one on one. The student shall continue to be provided with intensive 
reading instruction until the reading deficiency Is remedied. 
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; 1. Mandatory Retention and Good Cause Exe_m_~p~ti~o~n'~-----------

Mandatory Retention and Good Cause Exemptions are provided for in Florida Statute 1008.25 
and State Board Rule GA-1.094221 

A grade 3 student scoring at Level 1 on the reading portion of the ~statewide standardized 
assessment must be retained unless exempted from retention for good cause. Students 
qualifying for one of the following six good cause exemptions may be promoted. 

Requests for good cause exemptions from the retention requirement for grade 3 students 
(1008.25 (G)(c) F.S.) must Include: 

• documentation submitted from the student's teacher to the prlncipal indicating that the 
promotion of the student ls appropriate and is based upon the student's academic 
record, progress monitoring data, the lndivtdual Education Plan {IEP) If applicable, 
report card, and/or student portfolio, and 

• discussion with the teacher by the school prlnclpal to review the recommendation and 
make the determination If the student shou!d be promoted or retained. 

Jf the school principal determines that the student should be promoted, the principal must 
submit the recommendation in writing to the superintendent. The superintendent shall accept 
or reject, ln writing, the school principal's recommendation. 

Note: The student portfolio and an alternative assessment are the two state approved options 
for good cause exemption and mid-year promotion. The student must be offered both options. 
However, the student must only demonstrate proficiency on one of the options in order to 
receive a good cause exemption or be promoted mid-year. 

There are no other good cause exemptions beyond the six listed below. For instance, there is 
no good cause exemption for extenuatlng circumstances {family tragedy or similar event) for 
grade 3 students faced with the mandatory retention. If a student is promoted to grade 4 
based on one of the good cause exemptions, that student's file shall be labeled "promotion for 
good cause" rather than "promoted. 11 

1,i Good Cause Exemption# 1-ELL Students 

This exemption applies to English Language Learners (Ells) who have had less than two (2) 
years of instruction in an English for Speakers of Other Languages {ESOl) program based on 
the initial date of entry Into a school in the United States. Students promoted by this 
exemption are encouraged to attend the third grade summer reading program or an 
equivalent program. 

~ Good Cause Exemption# 2 - Florida Alternate Assessment 
--·----·----··----------------------,.-·----·------ . 

This exemption applles to students with disabilities whose Individual Education Plans (IEP) 
indicates that participation in the Florida Standards Assessment program is inappropriate, 
consistent with requirements of State Board of Education Rule. These students are 
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participating in the Florida Standards Alternate Assessment (FSAA) as outlined in the 
assessment criteria. (1008.212) 

c) Good Cause Exemption # 3 - Other Alternative Method of Assessment 

This exemption applies to students who demonstrate an acceptable level of performance (at 
grade level) on an alternate standardized reading assessment approved by the State Board of 
Education. Students promoted by this exemption are encouraged to attend the third grade 
summer reading program or an equivalent program. 

The standardized assessment to be used by Suwannee County Schoo! District is the SAT 10 
Reading Comprehension Subtest, STAR Reading or I-Ready. For promotion, a student must 
score at or above the 45th percentile on the SAT 10, or soth percentile on STAR (i!Rter13rise 
!lnlli:_ Version} or soth percentile on I-Ready (+aBle 3 frsm 2G2G 2Q21 Matisi:ial Nerms} 
(iReady's most recently published norming table). 

The earliest the alternate assessment may be administered ls following the receipt of the 
grade 3 f.'.&A.FAST ELA scores or during the last two weeks of school, whichever occurs first. 
Schools may also opt to administer the SAT 10, STAR or i-Ready after the completion of the 
Summer Reading Program for the grade 3 students or after the beginning of the new school 
year using appropriate norms for the day of administration. 

b_ Good Cause Exempt0ioc.nc:#_4_-_P_o_r_tf_ol_io_, _____ . ______ _ 

This exemption applies to students whose portfolios Indicate they are reading on grade level 
as evidenced by demonstration of mastery of the Florida Standards In reading equal to at least 
a Level 2 performance on the---f-SA statewide, standardized English Language Arts assessment. 
Students promoted by this exemption are encouraged to attend the third grade summer 
reading program or an equlva!ent program. 

Portfolio Guidelines for Use: To be accepted for meeting the portfolio option for 
demonstrating mastery of the required reading skills, the student portfolio must meet the 
following requirements: 

• be selected by the student's teacher, 

_•_bean accurate picture of the student's ability and only Include student work 
that has been independently produced in the classroom, 

• include evidence that the standards assessed by the grade 3 statewide, 
standardized English Language Arts assessment have been met. Evidence is to 
include multiple choice items and passages that are approximately fifty percent 
literary text and fifty percent Informational text, and that are between 100-700 
words with an average of 500 words. Such evidence could include chapter or 
unit tests from the district's/school's adopted core reading curriculum that are 
aligned with the Language Arts Florida Standards or teacher-prepared 
assessments; 

• be an organized collection of evidence of the student's mastery of the Florida 
Standards Benchmarks for Language Arts that are assessed by the state 
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assessment for grade 3 reading. For each benchmark, there must be at least 
three demonstrations of mastery at 70% or above. 

I!:)_ Good Cause. Exemption !!__5 ~-Stu.dents._with IEP/504 Plans-·-·-··-----~""-----···------·----

This exemption applies to students with disabilities who participate in the statewide, 
standardized English Language Arts assessment and who have an IEP or Section 504 Plan that 
reflects the student has received intensive instructlon in reading or English Language Arts for 
more than two (2) years but still demonstrates a deficiency In reading AND was previously 
retained In kindergarten or grades 1, 2 or 3. Students promoted by this exemption are 
encouraged to attend the third grade summer reading program or an equivalent program. 

If) Good Cause Exemption# 6- Previously Retained 

Thls exemption applies to students who have received intensive Intervention in reading for 
two or more years but still demonstrate a deficiency In reading AND were previously retained 
in kindergarten or grades 1, 2 or 3 for a total of two years. A student may not be retained more 
than once in grade 3. 

Note: If promoted under this exemption, Intensive reading Instruction must include a modified 
instructional day using speciallzed diagnostic information and specific reading strategies that 
reflect a student's learning style. Students promoted by this exemption are encouraged to 
attend the third grade summer reading program or an equivalent program. 

I 2. Assessment of Grade 3 Students Enrolling after State Assessment 

Students who enroll in grade 3 after the administration of the State Assessment shall be 
assessed prior to the end of the year to determine if the student needs to repeat grade 3. 
Schools shall use I-Ready, STAR or the Reading Comprehension subtest of the SAT 10. The 
student must score at or above so1h percentile on STAR (EAter13rise Unify Version) or soth 
percentile on !wReady (Tal31e 5 frem 2Q2Q 2021 NatieAal ~Jerms) (iReady's most recently 

published norming table) or qualify for one of the six good cause exemptions to be promoted. 
Students who do not achieve the criterion score for promotion shall be referred to the Student 
Support Team to determine if the preponderance of evidence indicates that retention is 
warranted. Summer Reading Program attendance Is expected for students who do not meet 
the criterion score. 

13. Retention of Grade 3 Students Transferring Late in the Year ·--·-----~-

Schools shall assess the readlng proficiency of any grade 3 student transferring into the district 
to determine If remedlatlon is appropriate. If a grade 3 student transfers in time to take the 
i;"JeriGla £taRElarEis AssessmeRtstatewide standardized assessment, the ELA score will be used in 
determining the student's retention or promotion. If the student enters after the 
administration of the i;:1eriEla StanGlarEls AssessrneRtstatewide standardized assessment, It is up 
to the school to assess the student's reading proficiency using the Reading Comprehension 
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subtest of !Ready, STAR or the SAT 10. The student who scores below the soth percentile on 
iReady (Tal.:ile 3 frsm 292Q 2921 NatlsRal Nsrffis) {iReady's most recently published norming 
table}, STAR {eaterwlse Unify Version) or the 45th percentile on the SAT 10 Reading 
Comprehenslon subtest wlll be considered for retentlon. Retention declslons must be based on 
more than a slngle test score. The ~lsriEla §tamlan::ls AssessffieAt statewide standardized 
assessment is not the sole determlner of retention. 

4. Required Portfolios for Students Retained in Grade 3 

Each school shall prepare a reading portfollo for each student retained in grade 3 by the 
mandatory retention for reading requirement. The portfolio must contain evidence of mastery 
of benchmarks, other Information to inform parent or guardian, and results of diagnostic 
assessments and progress monitoring. Every grade 3 student who may qualify for a promotion 
for good cause must have the opportunity to have a portfolio. If a portfolio already exists for a 
student, It can continue to be used. 

Is. Parent or Guardian Notification of Studen.ct~R~e~t=en~t~io0 n~in~G=cr=a=d=e.c3 _______ ~ 
Each school shall provide written notification to the parent or guardian of any student 
retained In grade 3 due to a reading deficiency as evidenced by not scoring a minimum Level 2 
on the reading portion of the grade 3 r::lsriEla StaREfarEls '\ssessmeAtstatewide standardized 
assessment, that his/her child has not met the proficiency level required for promotion, and 
the reason the child is not eligible for a good cause exemption. The notification shall include a 
description of proposed interventions and supports that will be provided to the child to 
remedlate the Identified areas of reading deficiency. 

L6. Differentiated Instruction in Mathematics Students Retained in Grade 3 .~--

Students who are proficient ln mathematics as evidenced by a r.::leriEla StaAElarEls AssessffieAt 
statewide standardized assessment mathematics score of Level 3 or higher and who are 
retained In grade 3 for reading deficiencies shall be provided differentiated instruction in 
mathematics appropriate to their Instructional level. 

I 1. Required Instruction for Retai.ned Grade 3 Students --·-···--·--·--·-·----~---------·---·

Students that are mandated to be retained in 3rd grade due to reading shall be provided 

intensive interventions In reading to ameliorate the student's specific reading deficiency and 

prepare the student for promotion to the next grade. These interventions must include: 

• Evidence-based, explicit, systematic, and mu!tisensory reading instruction in phonemic 

awareness, phonics, fluency, vocabulary, and comprehension and other strategies 

prescribed by the school district. 
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• Partlclpation ln the school dlstrlct's summer reading camp, which must incorporate the 

lnstructlonal and intervention strategies under subparagraph 1. 

• A minimum of 90 mlnutes of daily, uninterrupted reading instruction incorporating the 

instructional and intervention strategies under subparagraph 1. 

This instruction may include: 

• Integration of content-rich texts in science and social studies within the 90-

minute block. 

• Small group instruction. 

• Reduced teacher-student ratios. 

• More frequent progress monitoring. 

• Tutoring or mentoring. 

• Transition classes contalnlng 3rd and 4th grade students. 

• Extended school day, week, or year. 

Suwannee County School District shall provide written notlflcatlon to the parent of a student 

who is retained due to the mandatory reading requirement that his or her chlld has not met the 

proficiency level required for promotion and the reasons the child is not ellgible for a good 

cause exemption. The notification will include a description of proposed Interventions and 

supports that wlll be provided to the child to remedlate the identified areas of reading 

deficiency. 

The retained third grade student is eligible for midyear promotion if he or she can demonstrate 

that he or she is a successful and Independent reader and performing at or above grade level ln 
reading or, upon Implementation of English Language Arts assessments, performing at or above 

grade level in English Language Arts. This will be evaluated using subsequent assessments, 
alternative assessments, and portfolio reviews, ln accordance with rules of the State Board of 
Education. There is more information related to mid-year promotion in section 10. 

Students promoted during the school year after November 1 must demonstrate proficiency 
levels in reading equivalent to the level necessary for the beginning of grade 4. The rules 
adopted by the State Board of Education must include standards that provide a reasonable 

expectation that the student's progress is sufficient to master appropriate grade 4 level reading 
skills. 

Suwannee County School District will provide students who are retained due to mandatory 
retention, including students participating in the school district's summer reading camp or 

alternate program under with a hlghly effective teacher as determined by the teacher's 
performance evaluation under s. 1012.34, and, beginning July 1, 2020, the teacher must also be 
certified or endorsed ln reading. 
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Each elementary school will establish, when applicable, an intensive reading acceleration 
course for any student retained In grade 3 who was prevlously retained in kindergarten, grade 
1, or grade 2. The intensive reading acceleration course must provide the following: 

a. Uninterrupted reading instruction for the majority of student contact time each day 
and opportunities to master the grade 4 ~Je1et GeReratieR SblRSl=iiRe State StaRelarEls state 
standards In other core subject areas through content-rich texts. 

b. Small group instruction. 

c. Reduced teacher-student ratios. 

d. The use of explicit, systematic, and mu!tlsensory reading interventions, including 
intensive language, phonics, and vocabulary instruction, and use of a speech-language 
therapist if necessary, that have proven results In accelerating student reading 
achievement within the same school year. 

e. A read-at-home plan. 

Ls. Reading Materials to be used for Students Retained in Grade 3 

The core program used shall be the district adopted reading series for a retainee in grade 3. All 
supplemental and Intervention materials and programs utllized shall be from the state 
recommended list and among those cited in each school's section of the district's 
Comprehensive Reading Plan. 

19. Instruction in Summer Reading P~og~ams for Grade 3 S_~~dent_s ___ _ 

Summer Reading Programs shall be offered at each elementary school, or in clustered sites, 
when appropriate, to each student in grade 3 who scored at Level 1 on the Flerlela ~taRelarels 
AssessFAeRtstatewide standardized English Language Arts assessment. A school may open the 
program to other grade levels at the principal's discretion after ensuring all eligible grade 3 
students have been served. 

l_io. __ M_id-Year Promotion _of Retai_ned Gra~e_3 Students to Gr~de 4 -----~ "···-··-··--·--·----

Prior to November 1 

Retained grade 3 students may be considered eligible for mid-year promotion to grade 4 
prior to November 1st if the following requirements are met: 

• A score at or above the soth Percentile on iReady Reading (Ta'31e ~ freFfl ::;i.Q2Q 2Q21 
MatisRal MsrFfls) (IReadis most recently published norming table) or 

• A score at or above the soth Percentile on STAR (ERter13rlse Unify Version) or 
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• Completion of a portfolio demonstrating reading mastery at or above State Assessment 
Level 2. {The portfolio must have been completed independently and must contain at 
least three (3) examples of each of the fourteen (14) assessed benchmarks as described 
In Good Cause Exemption #4.) 

The portfolio Items must: 

• QSe selected by the student's teacher, 
-.Qse an accurate picture of the student's ability and Include only student work that has 

been independently produced in the classroom, 
• Unclude evidence that the standards assessed by the grade three statewide Engllsh ._-

0 

Language Arts Florida Standards Assessment have been met. Evidence is to include '><,,•>"~~=;;.;;;:..;:;;:,... _________ -< 
multiple choice items and passages that are approximately 5*ty-fifty ili60) percent 
literary text and f!.fu'.f8fty (240) percent information text, and that are between 100-700 
words with an average of 500 words. Such evidence could include chapter or unit tests 
from the district's/school's adopted core reading curriculum that are allgned with the 
Language Arts Florida Standards or teacher-prepared assessments. 

• Q.Se an organized collection of evidence of the student's mastery of the Language Arts 
Florida Standards that are assessed by the grade three statewide English Language Arts 
Florida Standards Assessment. For each standard, there must be at least three (3) 
examples of mastery as demonstrated by a grade of seventy {70) percent or above on 
each example, and 

• QB,e signed by the teacher and principal as an accurate assessment of the required 
reading skills. 

If the school principal determines that the student should be promoted, the principal must 
submit the recommendation in writing to the superintendent. The superintendent shall accept 
or reject, In wr!t!ng, the school princlpal's recommendation. 

After November 1 

Students promoted during the school year after November 1 must demonstrate proficiency 
levels ln reading equivalent to the level necessary for the beginning of grade 4. The rules 
adopted by the State Board of Education must include standards that provide a reasonable 
expectation that the student's progress is sufficlent to master appropriate grade 4 level reading 
skills. 

All mid-year promotions of grade 3 students to grade 4 after November 1st must be examined 
and approved by an impartial review committee composed of the principals of the respective 
schools and other personnel agreed upon by the school and the district prior to a student 
moving to the next grade. 

In every case when a mid-year promotion of a retained grade 3 student to grade 4 ls 
considered, the parent or guardian must be included in the conversation leadlng to the 
decision. The school and parent or guardian should consider the student's demonstrated 
readiness for performing the work of the next grade in all core subjects before proceeding with 
a mid-year promotion. 
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If the school principal determines that the student should be promoted, the principal must 
submit the recommendation In writing to the superintendent. The superintendent shall accept 
or reject, In writing, the school principal's recommendation. 

Note: The district approved assessment may be admlnlstered at the end of Summer Reading 
Program and again for mid-year promotion as long as there are 30 days between 
administrations. 

11. Review of Progress Monitoring Data of Students Retained in Grade 3 

The district shall conduct an annual review of progress monitoring data of all students retained 

In grade 3 who did not score above Level 1 on the reading portion of the State Assessment In 

the most recent administration and did not meet one of the good cause exemptions. The 

review shall address addltlonal supports and services needed to remediate the identified areas 

of reading deficiency. At the same time, the district shall review the portfolios of each grade 3 

student retained due to the mandatory grade 3 retention for reading. 

90. Physical Education and Recess Requirements 

1003.455 F.S, "Physlcal education" means the development or maintenance of skills related to 

strength, agility, flexlbility, movement, and stamina, Including dance; the development of 

knowledge and skills regarding teamwork and fair play; the development of knowledge and 

ski/ls regarding nutrition and physical fitness as part of a healthy lifestyle; and the 

development of positive attitudes regarding sound nutrition and physical activity as a 

component of personal well-being. 

Physical education {K-5) shall be scheduled for 150 minutes per week and at least 30 

consecutive minutes per day when provided. Students enrolled In such instruction shall be 

reported through the periodic student membership surveys, and records of such enrollment 

shall be audited pursuant to s.1010.305. Such instruction may be provided by any 

instructional personnel as defined In s.1012.01(2), regardless of certification, who are 

designated by the school principal. 

The PE requirement above shall be waived for a student who meets one of the following 
criteria: 

(a) The student is enrolled or required to enroll in a remedial course. 

(b) The student's parent indicates In writing to the school that: 

1. The parent requests that the student enroll in another course from among 
those courses offered as options by the school district; or 

2. The student Is participating in physical activities outside the school day which 
are equal to or In excess of the mandated requirement. 
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In addition, students in grades K-5 shall be provided with 20 consecutive minutes of supervised, 
safe, unstructured, free-play recess per day. 

l.f..~_onor Roll 

Elementary Schoo! Honor Roll, as defined by the Suwannee County School District, is 
comprised of students who earn the grades of A or B for a given grading period. 
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[i\["yROMOTION, ACCELERATION and RETENTION 

~Omot~io~n'-~~~~~~~~~~~--~~~~~~~~~~~~_J 
B 1. Student Progression from One Grade to Another 

In Suwannee County School District, decisions regarding student promotion and special 
placement are primarily the responsibility of professional staff members of the individual 
school; however, school principals shall review such recommendations with consideration for 
requirements within the Student Progression Plan. 

Student promotion is based on evaluation of each student1s achievement in terms of 
appropriate instructional goals. Discussions shall be based on results of progress tests, 
classroom assignments, daily observation, standardized tests, state assessments, ability to 
function at the next grade or course level and other objective data. 

It Is the responsib111ty of teachers and appropriate support personnel to identify students who 
appear unable to make satisfactory progress toward district objectives and who fall to meet 
State Student Performance Standards. 

Report card grades or notations must dearly reflect each student's level of achievement and 
attendance. Parents will be notlfied when students are achieving below the expected level of 
proficiency. 

Student progression from one grade to another is based on proficiency ln reading, writing, 
science and math with the exception of grade 3 when students cannot progress to grade 4 if 
they score at Level 1 on the grade 3 ~ statewide standardized assessment in reading and do 
not qualify for one of the six good cause exemptions. 

I 2. No Social ~L~~?tion/Administrative Placement 

Florida statute 1008.25(6)(a) prohibits the assignment of a student to a grade level based 

solely on age or other factors that constitute social promotion or administrative assignment. 

As the -F-&A statewide standardized assessment is not the sole determiner of promotion or 
retention, the principal shall base a promotion or retention decision on the evidence 
reviewed. 

13. Promotion under Unique Circumstances 

In certain, unique circumstances, a student may be promoted without meeting the specific 
assessment performance levels prescribed by the district and the state. Promotion may be 
recommended by a prindpa! working with the Student Support Team lf the student is able to 
demonstrate mastery of the Florida Standards through alternate assessments with the 
evidence indicating that the student's achievement is equivalent to the designated levels of 
performance for student progression. This provision, however, does not apply to grade 3 
students who score Level 1 on the Reading statewide standardized assessment+&A. 
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14. Promotion of Late-in-the-Year Transfer Students 

The promotion of students ln grades K-5 transferring into Suwannee County School District 
during the last grading period shall be determined primarily by the grades and records 
received from the sending school. 

I 5. Promotion of Students in Grades K-2 

Promotion in grades K-2 is based primarily on progress in reading. Students in grades K, 1, and 
2 must make satisfactory Florida Standards benchmark progress In reading to be promoted. 
Students' reading progress toward grade level reading achievement Is determined by 
appropriate assessments, both teacher-made and commerclal, and teacher judgment. 

The District progress monitoring assessment will be administered to all kindergarten through 
second grade students to determine which students are In need of additional Instruction in 
reading. Each student shall be referred to the school's Student Support Team for review of the 
student's progress and portfolio. At the end of the year, the Student Support Team shall 
review the student's records and determine whether the preponderance of evidence indicates 
that the student should be promoted. 

~ Promotion of Students in Grades 3-5 

A student in grades 3, 4, or 5 who scores Level 1 or Level 2 on the state assessment in reading 
and/or Level 1 or Level 2 on the state assessment In math ls considered to be below grade 
level. Each student shall be referred to the school's Student Support Team for a 
comprehensive review of the student's academic achievement. The Student Support Team 
shall review the student's records and determine whether the evidence Indicates that the 
student should be promoted. To be promoted from grade to grade in grades 3-5, a student 
must demonstrate mastery of grade level expectations in language arts, mathematics, and 
science. 

The principal or designee may recommend promotion for a student in grades 3-5 not passing 
the grade level course In reading, writing, mathematics, and/or science if the student 
demonstrates mastery of these subjects by achieving a minimum score of 3 on the 
corresponding state assessment sections and the evidence Indicates that the student is ready 
for the work of the next grade level. 

In instances where curriculum has been suspended in certain core academic subjects to allow 
for intensive remediation In reading and/or mathematics, the principal or designee makes the 
determination for promotion based on demonstrated student mastery of appropriate 
benchmarks. 
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Students ln the Exceptlonal Student Educatlon {ESE} program who are following the general 
education program, take the state assessmentfFS,A}, and are working toward a standard 
dlploma fall under the same guldelines for promotion as regular education students. 
Promotion of students with dlsabllitles who are following the Access Points for Students wlth 
Significant Cognitlve Disabilities wlll be determined by the IEP team and based on the 
achievement of the students' goals and objectives. 

(!. Promotion of English Language Learners {Ells} in Grades K-5 

Promotion of an ELL student is based on satisfactory student performance In reading, writing, 
mathematics, science, and other requirements as set by the district and the state. ELL 
students not meeting district promotion criteria due to thelr llmited English proficiency may 
be recommended for promotion by the Student Support Team, which will meet jolntly with 
the ELL Committee. The student's parent or guardian shall be invited to attend. 

The other academic progress and benchmark mastery of an ELL student in reading, writing, 
mathematics1 and requirements set forth by the district and the state, are determined 
through approprlate modifications to formal and informal assessments and on modifications 
to instruction provided to the ELL student. 

1~_'.__~id-Y_~~r Pro~otion of Retained Students in K-5- General Comml:nts 

Mid-year promotion is defined as promotion of a retained student in K-5 at any time during 
the year of retention once the student has demonstrated ability to read at or above grade 
level and accommodate the work of the next grade leve!. Mid-year promotion is permitted 
upon demonstration of mastery of appropriate standards1 consensus recommendation of the 
Student Support Team and agreement among the school 1 the student, and the parent{s) or 
guardian(s). All mid-year promotion requests must be examined and approved by an impartial 
review committee composed of the principal and the Director of Curriculum and Instruction 
and other personnel agreed upon by the school and the district prior to a student moving to 
the next grade. 

(ii:" Acceleration 

1002.3105 F.S. Each school offers Academlcally Challenging Curriculum to Enhance Learning 
(ACCEL) options: whole-grade and mid-year promotion, subject matter acceleration, virtual 
instruction in higher grade-level subjects, and the Credit Acceleration Program. 

l.1. ··-· Promotion by Acceleration in Grades K-5 

When outstanding abilities and skills are demonstrated, a student may be considered for 
accelerated grade placement. The student must also demonstrate physlcal, social and 
emotlonal maturity. In each acceleration case consldered 1 the recommendation shall be 
communicated to the student1s parent or guardian In a conference with the principal (or 
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deslgnee), and a written confirmation of the declslon shall be furnished to the parent or 
guardian. In the event that a conference ls not posslble, written communication to the parent 
or guardian is deemed sufficient. The Superintendent has designated the principal of the 
school as the final authority in the placement of students In programs or classes. 

The acceleration process does not supersede Initial placement age criteria provided ln Florida 
Statute 1003.21: 

• for kindergarten, the student must be 5 years on or before September 1 of the school 
year. 

• for first grade, the student must be 6 years old on or before September 1 of the school 
year. 

(.?· Whole Grade Acceleration 

Acceleration is the skipping of a grade, or part of a grade, based on exceptionally high 
achievement by a student demonstrated by state assessment Level 4 or 5 ln reading and 
mathematics, evidence that the student wlll benefit from the instructional program at the 
advanced grade level and that acceleration is appropriate. Requests for Whole Grade 
Acceleration should be completed before November 1. 

When such administrative assignment of a student Involves two schools, an agreement 
between the two principals ls required. The long-range academic, soi::lal and emotional effect 
of the decision shall be reviewed by the Student Support Team. The princlpal, with the 
recommendation of the Student Support Team and with the approval of the superintendent or 
designee, has the responsibi!ity for making such assignments. However, a student sha!I not be 
accelerated without parent or guardian consent. Student progress shall be reviewed to 
maintain continuous advanced placement. The student should be monitored for the first nine 
weeks of the change of placement to assess progress. If acceleration is not appropriate for the 
student, the student may return to the former placement. 

The student's cumulative guidance record and report card shall be noted to Indicate 
"accelerated grade placement11 and the major reasons for the acceleratlon. In the cumulative 
record1 the name of the principal making the assignment is indicated. Parents or guardians 
must be notified formally in writing that their child Is receiving an accelerated grade placement 
to the next higher grade. A copy of this notification must also be filed In the cumulative folder. 

In order to allow students to progress on their own customized learning paths1 the following 
procedures allow for demonstration of mastery and slng!e course acceleration. The 
Superintendent has designated the principal of the school as the final authority in the 
placement of students In programs or classes. 

Students in all grades are eligible for single course acceleration after demonstrating mastery of 
the current grade level course standards. When a student Is accelerated, they are stil! 
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responslble for mastering all standards in the current grade level courses and wlll be required 
to take all state and district assessments. 

Integrated curriculum standards such as literacy and social studies may be missed through 
acceleration yet included on future assessments required for middle school promotion. In 
addition, math and science topics are presented only once rather than being repeated year 
after year. Therefore, the parent should consider carefully the full academic and social 
ramiflcattons of acceleration and confer with the school counselor to determine if single 
course acceleration is appropriate for the student based on the student1s academic history, 
teacher recommendation, ability to work Independently and the long range academic, social 
and emotlonal effect of acceleration. Written notice of a Course Acceleratlon Request should 
be completed and presented to the principal before November 1. 

Students who do not have a state assessment score can show 80% mastery by progress 
monitoring assessments and district formative assessments. 

Middle school courses for students in grade 5 are accessible only through virtual instructlon 
and require the approval of the Principal, Director of Curriculum and Instruction and the 
notification of the Coordinator of Suwannee Virtual School. 

Suwannee Virtual School (SVS) is the provider of first choice for virtual instruction; however in 
situations ln which SVS cannot fulfill the need, students may qualify to access the services of 
other state approved vlrtual providers. 

• A teacher or parent who believes a student might be a candidate for course acceleration 
shall contact the school counselor and share classroom evidence and state assessment 
performance or progress monitoring data in support of the student's possible 
assignment to the next grade level course. 

• The counse!or shall review the classroom evidence of potential course mastery. 
• If testing ls authorized by the parent, the counselor shall notify the principal and obtain 

the appropriate assessments. 
• The teacher shall administer the recommended assessments and consult with the 

Director of Curriculum and Instruction to determine if the student demonstrates 
mastery1 defined as 80% or better. 

• If the student achieves a mastery score of 80% or above, the teacher shall note the 
areas that the student has not yet mastered and Instruct the student in those areas 
prior to or while the student is taking the next course in the sequence. 

• The Director of Curriculum and Instruction will review the documentation of mastery 
and make a final determination of single course acceleration and shall notify the school 
within five days of the decision. 

• If virtual school is required for the next course leve!1 the Director of Curriculum and 
Instruction will notify the SVS Coordinator for registration. 

• If the acceleration is to a virtual school1 the progress of the student In the new course 
shall be monitored by the virtual teacher. 
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• Jf the acceleration is to another teacher's classroom, the sending teacher shall monitor 
the student's mastery of the Items not mastered on the assessments and keep the 
teacher of the accelerated course apprised of the student's progress on the missed 
Items. 

• At the end of the accelerated course, the classroom teacher(s) and a school 
administrator shall review progress monitoring and course performance to determine 
appropriate placement for the student in the next school year. The student's continued 
learning progression would include one of the following two scenarios in elementary 
school: 

./ the student would remain in the same grade level course the following year with 
differentiated Instruction to expand the student's knowledge and skllls, or 

,/ the student would move to the next course in the sequence. 

General Comments 

Retention, except for grade 3 where there is a mandatory retention for reading, is based on 
unsatisfactory, below grade level student performance in reading, writing, mathematics, 
science, and/or failure to meet other requirements as set forth by the district or state. 

Retention decisions must be based on more than a single test score. The-F£A- statewide 
standardized assessment ls not the sole determiner of retention. An exception ls the 
mandatory retention in grade 3 for students scoring at Level 1 on the ~statewide 
standardized ELAA.@.ssessment. Additional evaluations, portfolio reviews and assessments are 
available to assist parent or guardian and schools in knowing when a student is mastering 
appropriate Florida Standards. 

Retention may occur when the school's instructional staff, through its Student Support Team, 
determines that the student demonstrates the need for additional time to attain appropriate 
academic knowledge and skills ln order to meet required state performance standards. A 
student who is retained must be provided with instructional experiences different from those 
in the previous year's program, taking Into consideration the student's lndivldual learning 
needs and learning sty!e. 

Only ln exceptlonal cases will a student be assigned to any one grade more than two 
consecutive years. The district shall provide an appropriate alternative placement for a 
student who has been retained two or more years. 

Guidelines for Retention of Students in Grades K-5 ------ -·----~--------

The fol/owing guidelines are established to assist the Student Support Team in making 
retention decisions at the elementary or middle school level: 

• The student's insufficient progress ln meeting the state performance standards and 
benchmarks supports a retention decision. 

• The student's needs in the areas of physical, social, and emotional development 
support a retention decision. 
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• Alternative remediation strategies and/or programs that have been utilized support a 
retention decision. 

The team consists of the prindpal or designee, school counselor, teacher(s), Director of 
Student Services or support services personnel Involved with the student and staff members as 
designated by the principal. In all retention determinations, the evidence must support a 
retention decision. 

I 2. Retention of Students with Disa_bitities enrolled in Exceptional Student Education 

Students with disablllties who are following the general education program, take the state 
assessmentfFSA-}-, and are pursuing a standard diploma are affected by the same guidelines for 
retention as are students in general education. Students with disabilltles may be exempted 
from the mandatory retention in grade 3 for good cause as outl!ned In statute. Retention 
decisions for students with disabllities are made on an individual basis by the IEP Team. 

13. Retention of English Language Learners (ELL) 

Retention of an ELL student is based on unsatisfactory performance in reading, writing, 
mathematics, and/or science as determined by the Student Support Team in conjunction with 
the ELL Committee. Students cannot fail a course, or be retained solely based on English 
language acquisition. 

DRAFT Suwannee County School District- Elementary Student Progression Plan Page37 

-39-



Iv, ASSESSEMENT 

~te Assessments for Elementary Students 

1008.22 F.S. requires ALL students must participate in the statewide assessments at 
designated grade levels. 

For elementary grades K-5: 

The state reading assessment shall be administered annually in grades 3-5. 

The state reading assessment Includes a writing subtest annually in grades 4-5. 

The assessment of math shall be administered annually In grades 3-5. 

The state science assessment Is given in grade 5. 

Each student who does not meet the specific levels of performance in reading, writing, science, 

and/or mathematics for each grade level or who scores below Level 3 In reading or math must 

be provided with additional diagnostic assessments to determine the nature of the student's 

difficulty and areas of academic need according to the state requirements. 

All schools shall offer supplemental learning opportunities. Student eliglbllity shall be based 

prlmarlly on below-grade-level performance. Each student who does not meet district specific 

levels of performance for student progression in reading, writing, science1 and/or mathematics 

for each grade level, or who scores below Level 3 in reading or math shall be provided with 

additional diagnostic assessments to determine the nature of the student's difficulty, the areas 

of academic need, and strategies for appropriate intervention and instruction. 

l~.:~tate Ass:_ssment and Promotion and ReteOtion 

The-fl.e.riEla §:taAG!arEls AsscssrneRt statewide standardized assessment Is not the sole 

determiner of promotlon or retention. Additional evaluations, portfolio reviews, and 

assessments are available to assist the parent or guardian, schools and the district in knowing 

when a student is achieving at or above grade level and Is ready for promotion. 

-f.S. Each kindergarten student in the district shall participate In statewide kindergarten 

screening within the first 30 days of the school year. The statewide screening shall provide 

objective data concerning each student's readiness for kindergarten and progress in attaining 

the performance standards. 

1 .. ·--·--·~~'=~-~:.~~-~~-~-~~~~.~~-~~~-~~.:.~~!-~=~--~·~-~~!s ____ ~· .. ·-···-·---·-··--- -------------~---
1002.20 (11) F.S. Each elementary school shall assess regularly the reading ability of each K-3 

student. If any K-3 student exhibits a reading deficiency, as defined by performing below 
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grade !eve!, the parent or guardian shall be notified of the student's deficiency with a 

description and explanation of the exact nature of the student's difficulty in learning. The 

parent or guardian shall be consulted ln the development of a progress monitoring plan and 

shall be informed that the student wlll be provided intensive reading instruction until the 

deficiency is corrected. 

~~ssm:_nt of ~tudents with Oisabili~ies 

All students, including students with disabilities, must participate in the state's assessment 

and accountability system. Students with disabilities who are following the general education 

program and pursuing a standard diploma shall participate in the same state and district 

assessments as their general education peers, including the Statewide Science Assessment 

(SSA) and the FleriEta $taREtai:Ets P.ssessmeRt (FSA) statewide standardized assessment for 
English Language Arts and Math. 

If students with disabilities receive testing accommodations, the accommodations must be 

listed in the student's Individual Education Plan {IEP) and utilized regularly during classroom 

instruction and assessment. Allowed accommodations are listed in the procedures manua! for 
each specific assessment. 

Students with significant disabllltles who are following the Access Points for Students with 

Significant Cognitive Disabllitles will participate in the Florida Standards Alternate 

Assessment (FSAA). 

IEP Teams are responsible for determining whether students with dlsabilities will be assessed 

with the statewide standardized assessment~ or with the FSAA based on criteria 

outlined in Rule 6A-l.0943(4), Florida Administrative Code (F.A.C.) 

The IEP team should be knowledgeable of state assessment S~A/Vi,/\ guide!ines and the use of 

appropriate testing accommodations. In order to be eligible to participate in the FSAA, the 

student must have a significant cognitive dlsability. 

All ELL students participate in statewide assessments. As part of federal [eglslation, all ELL 

students shall be assessed annually in reading, wrltlng, listening and speaking. In addition 

to taking the statewide standardized assessment~, students in the ELL program will 

also be assessed using the Access for Ells Assessment on an annual basis. For ELL students 

that qualify for the FSAA, there is an Alternate Access for Ells, as well. 

Opportunities to take state assessments are available to home education students, 

Arrangements can be made through the district's Assessment Coordinator. 

DRAFT Suwannee County School District- Elementary Student Progression Plan Page39 

-41-



II H. Assessment Opportunities for Private School Students 
ii_____ ··------·--··--··------------ ----------···--·----,--.. ··------------··------------------·····-----------J 

Private school students are not eliglble for state and district level standardized assessments 

through the Suwannee County School District. Private schools are eligible to enroll in the 

state assessment system through application with Florida Department of Education directly. 

This enables private school students to take the state assessments at their private school site. 

Vel1:1Atary Pre KiRElergarteR (VPK) graeh,iates, rnrreRtly eRrelleEI iR 13ri"ate kiRElergarteAs, are 

assesseEI fer HPK 13regraR'"t eval1..1atleR. 

IJ..I.Assessment of New Students 

Students transferring Into the district once the school year has begun, especially students in 

grade 3, shall be assessed in reading and math to determine reading and math proficiency and 

to ensure proper course and remedial instruction placement. 
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IVI. REMEDIATION AND PROG.~R_E_SS_M_O_N_IT_O_R_IN_G ___ -'--'---'---"~--J 

1008.25(4)-G(b) F.S. Each student who does not meet specific levels of performance in 
reading, writing, science and/or mathematics shall be provided with scientlflcally research~ 
based interventions as Indicated by additional diagnostic assessments used to determine 
the nature of the student's difficulty and areas of academlc need. Remedial instruction 
shall continue until performance expectations are met as documented by demonstrating 
mastery, passing the state assessment(s) or graduating from high school. 

One of three types of progress monitoring shall be developed in consultation with the 
parent or guardian for any student not meeting district or state proficiency levels in 
reading, writing, science, and/or math. Consultation is defined as a conference, a 
conversation via email or phone, or a formal written exchange. School personnel shall use 
all avallable resources to achieve parent or guardian understanding of, and cooperation 
with, the progress monitoring requirements. 

The three types of progress monitoring plans from which to choose are as follows: 

• a federally required student plan such as an Individual Education Plan (IEP), 
• a school-wide system of progress monitoring for all students, or 
• individualized progress monitoring. 

All progress monitoring shall be tailored to Identify the individual assistance deemed 
necessary to remedy a student1s diagnosed deficiencies. The progress monitoring must 
clearly identify: 

• the specific diagnosed academic need(s) to be remediated, 
• the success-based Intervention strategies to be used, 
• how, when, how often, by whom and how long Intensive remedial Instruction is to 

be provided, and 
• the monitoring and reevaluation activities to be employed. 

Each school shall use the materials listed In the district's K12 Reading Plan as resources for 
remediation In reading. Any addltlonal resources must be scientifically research-based and 
approved by the Director of Curriculum and lnstru.ction prior to use. The K12 Reading Plan 
is available at https://www.fldoe.org/academics/standards/just-read-fl, 

(_~~=!'~~.~ress Monitoring and Multi-Tiered Sys!=0.=~fSupport~_!!':l_!.~~t-~-==--- . 

Students In grades K-5 who score at Level 1 or Level 2 on state assessments or below grade 
level on progress monitoring assessments In reading, and/or mathematics require 
remediation through the MTSS process in the appropriate subject(s). 

The student's proficiency shall be reassessed by district assessments at the beginning of 
the grade following the intensive instruction, and the student shall continue to be provided 
intensive instruction until the deficiency Is remediated. 

Progress monitoring of students identified as having a deficiency in reading, writing, math 
or science shall identify the following: 

• the student's specific areas of deficlency or skllls gaps, 
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• the desired level of performance, 
• the instructional and support services that wlll be provided to meet the 

desired level of performance, 
• the success-based intervention strategies to be used, 
• how, when, how often, by whom and how long remedial instruction Is to be 

provided, and 

• the monitoring and reevaluation activities to be used. 

~ Reading Remediation Requirements-·--··---·-----------------------_=] 

1008.25 {S)(a) F.S. Progress Monitoring for Students with Reading Deficiencies 

Any student In kindergarten through grade 3 who exhibits a substantial deficiency in 
reading based upon screening, diagnostic, progress monitoring, or assessment data; 
statewide assessments; or teacher observations must be provided Intensive, explicit, 
systematic, and multisensory reading interventions Immediately following the 
identification of the reading deficiency. 

A school may not wait for a student to receive a failing grade at the end of a grading period 
to identify the student as having a substantial reading deficiency and initiate intensive 
reading Interventions. 

The student's reading proficlency must be monitored and the intensive interventions must 
continue until the student demonstrates grade level proficiency in a manner determined by 
the district, which may include achieving a Level 3 on the statewide, standardized Engllsh 
Language Arts assessment. 

The State Board of Education shall identify by rule guidelines for determining whether a 
student in kindergarten through grade 3 has a substantial deficiency in reading. 

~ Content of Remedial Instruction 

All remedial instruction shall include effective, research-based standards-driven 
Instruction. 

I 2. Duration of Remediation 

Each student who does not meet minimum performance expectations for the statewide 
assessment tests in reading, writing, science, and/or mathematics must continue remedial 
Instruction or supplemental instruction until expectations are met or the student graduates 
from high school or is not subject to compulsory school attendance. 

13. Parent or Guardian Refusal for Remediation 

The school district has the authority and responsibility to advise a student's course of 
study. The Statute requires a school to develop a MTSS in consultation with the parent or 
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guardian, but lt does not require parent or guardian approval, nor does it give the parent or 
guardian the right to veto a MTSS. The school ls held accountable for the student's success 
and may implement a MTSS without a parent's or guardian 1s approval. Students whose 
MTSS Is an IEP, however, must have parent or guardian approval of the plan. 

If the parent or guardian refuses to participate in the remedial strategies detalled in the 
MTSS because he or she believes the strategies are unnecessary or inappropriate, the 
parent or guardian may appeal to the Principal. The Superintendent has designated the 
principal of the school as the final authority In the placement of students In programs or 
classes. For more specific requirements, refer to the District's Reading Plan located at 
https :/f www. fl doe. org/ a ca demi cs/ sta n da rds/j ust-read-fl. 

l+-4. Allocation of Remedial Resources 

Florida Statute 1008.25(3)(a)(b) Allocation of remedial and supplemental Instruction 
resources for students shall occur in the following priority: 

• students who are deficient in reading by end of grade 3, then 
• students who fail to meet performance levels required for promotion. The school 

ln which the student is enrolled must implement the District Progress Monitoring 
Plan designed to assist the student in meeting state and district expectations for 
proficiency. The plan includes the provision of intensive remedial instruction in 
the area(s) of diagnosed weakness. 

I &5. Parent Notification of a Student's DeficiencLy-'in.:_c-R"ea,.,d,_.i..,ng._ ________ ~ 
The parent of any student who exhibits a substantial deficiency in reading must be notified in 
writing of the following: 

• That his or her chfld has been Identified as having a substantial deficiency in reading, 
Including a description and explanation, in terms understandable to the parent, of the 
exact nature of the student's difficulty in learning and lack of achievement in reading. 

• A description of the current services that are being provided to the child. 
• A description of the proposed intensive interventions and supports that will be provided 

to the child that are designed to remediate the identlfled area of reading deficiency. 
• That lf the child's reading deficiency ls not remediated by the end of grade 3, the child 

must be retained unless he or she Is exempt from mandatory retention for good cause. 
• Strategies, including multisensory strategies, through a read-at-home plan the parent 

can use in helping his or her child succeed in reading. 
• That the statewide, standardized English language Arts assessment is not the sole 

determiner of promotion and that additional evaluations, portfolio reviews, and 
assessments are available to the child to assist parents and the school district in 
knowing when a child is reading at or above grade level and ready for grade promotion. 

• The district's specific criteria and policies for a portfolio as provided in subparagraph 
(6)(b)4. and the evidence required for a student to demonstrate mastery of Florida's 
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academic standards for English Language Arts. (A parent of a student in grade 3 who ls 
identified anytime during the year as being at risk of retention may request that the 
school immediately begin collecting evidence for a portfolio.) 

• The district's specific criteria and policies for midyear promotion. Midyear promotion 
means promotion of a retained student at any time during the year of retention once 
the student has demonstrated ablllty to read at grade level. 
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§. GRADING AND REPORTING PROl:EDlJRES 

~he Importance of Grading 

1003.33 F.S. Grading practices can vary greatly, according to research by Reeves, Marzano, and 
others. Grading inconsistencies can result in honor roll or high GPA students scoring Level r on 
the ~statewide, standardized assessment, students failing for non-completion of 
homework, students passing courses and moving grade to grade with inflated averages due to 
participation, homework, effort or extra credit grades. 

The Suwannee County School District offers a standards-based currlculum and strives for 
consistency so that a course grade at one school equates to the same course grade and level of 
mastery at another school. The curriculum in all schools In Suwannee County School District is 
based on the appropriate Florida Standards. These standards specify what students should 
know and be able to do. In a standards-based system, grades should be an Indication of the 
level of mastery as determined by summative assessments. 

Grades should be clear, undiluted indicators of what students know and are able to do at the 
conclusion of the [earning sequence. 

Proficiency and promotion shall be based upon district student performance grade-level 
guldelines and/or by passing the course in which standards are included, or by meeting course 
requirements for graduation. Teachers are responsible for assessing proficiency as part of the 
regular course testing activities. 

Summative assessments are those assessments that are administered at the end of a learning 
sequence after ample practice or rehearsal of essential knowledge. Summative assessments 
indicate mastery of benchmarks and standards. Examples of summative assessments Include: 

• chapter tests 
• reading selection tests 
• quizzes {only if amply practice/rehearsal has been provided prior to the quiz) 
• performance assessments evaluated by a rubric shared with students prior to the 

assessment. 

~atlve Assessments _______ _ 

Formative assessments are those assessments that are frequent, in-progress checks for 
understanding, on a regular basis. Formative assessments are used to inform instruction, to 
provide ongoing and helpful feedback {1) to alert teachers to what challenges students are 
still facing, and (2) to inform students about where they are in relation to mastery of the 
standard. Examples of formative assessments Include: 

• guided and independent practice activities -classwork and homework 
• workbook exercises as a direct follow-up to instruction 
• quizzes to spot check for understanding 
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• observations of students at work and noting progress or need for re-teaching 
• communication in the classroom about a topic by talking or writing (teachers informally 

assess what students know and are able to do and determine next steps for instruction). 

go.GradingS~_a_le ______ _ _ _________ __J 

The Suwannee County School Board recognizes the importance of a student grading system 
which is clearly identified and meaningful to students, parents, and school personnel. Grades 
shal! be assigned as follows: 

Grade 

A 

B 

C 

D 

F 

E 

s 

N 

u 
v 

Grade Definition 

Outstanding Progress 

Above Average Progress 

Average Progress 

Lowest Acceptable Progress 

Failure 

Incomplete 

Excellent 

Satisfactory 

Needs Improvement 

Unsatisfactory 

Check for skill 
accomplishment 

Grade-Point 
Value 

4 

3 

2 

1 

0 

0 

Grade Scale 

90-100 

80-89 

70-79 

60-69 

0-59 

~ 
---------~--------

endance Grades and Incentives 
---------------·- ----·--"-----~---

According to Florida Statute 1003.33, schools shall NOT exempt students from academic 
performance requirements, such as final exams1 based on practices or policies designed to 
encourage student attendance. A student's attendance record may not be used tn whole 
or in part to provide an exemption from any academic performance requirement. 

I_!:. Reporting Student Progress to Parents 
. ···---------------

Schools shall use district~adopted report cards to report grades at nine-week intervals. 
These report cards will clearly depict and grade: 
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• the student's academic performance In each class or course in Grades 1 through 12 
based on examinations as well as written papers, class participation, and other 
academic performance criteria; 

• the student's conduct and behavior; and 
• the student's attendance, including absences and tardiness. 

The final report card for a school year shall contain a statement indicating 

• end-of-the-year status or performance or nonperformance at grade level 
• acceptable or unacceptable behavior and attendance 
• promotion or non-promotion. 

Grades shall be supported by records which indicate how the teacher arrived at the 
evaluation. 

Classroom grades will be posted within five (5) days to provide current assessment of 
student progress. 

In addition, written mid-nine weeks progress reports shall be issued for all students. 

Schools will report annually to the parent or legal guardian of each student the progress of 
the student towards achieving state and district expectations for proficiency in reading, 
writing, science, and mathematics. The evaluation of each student's progress must be 
based upon the student's classroom work, observations, tests, district and state 
assessments, and other relevant information. Progress must be provided to the ·parent or 
legal guardian !n writing using a district adopted format. 

The school must report to the parent or legal guardian the student's results on each 
statewide assessment. 

The district school board must annually publish on the district website IA tl=le leeal 
Rews13a13er, anEI re13ert iR •Nriting ts Hie State Beare! ef Eel1:1eatieR Bv §e13teFRl3er 1 ef easR 
Veaf the following Information on the prior school year: 

1. The provisions of this section relating to publlc school student progression and the 
district school board's policies and procedures on student retention and promotion. 

2. By grade, the number and percentage of all students in grades 3 through 10 performing 
at Levels 1 and 2 on the reading portlon of the f"leriEla §taRelarEls AssessFRent statewide 
standardized assessment. 

3. By grade, the number and percentage of all students retained in grades Kg_J-through 
10. 

Llnformatlon on the total number of students who were promoted for good cause, by 
each category of good cause. 

5. Any revisions to the district school board's policy on student retention and promotion 
from the prior year. 
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Any revisions to the district school board's policy on student retention and promotion from 
the prior year. 

!VIII. VIRTUAL INSTRLJC:.TION PROGRAM 

~rtual Enrollment Part-time 
-------

·------------··----- . 

Particlpatlon is outlined through Suwannee Virtual School guidelines and the following 
points: 

• For more Information on virtual enrollment, call the SVS Coordinator at 386-647-4243. 

l~:_Y.irtu~_EnrolJment Full-time 
-------------- ----

• Students requesting to take a virtual course must have school administrative and parental 
approval. Completing the SVS Registration Checklist through the guidance office is 
required prior to course participation. 

• A one-credit course should be completed within one school year; a half-credit course 
should be completed within one semester. Students may extend the duration of a SVS 
course for one semester with school administrative and school counselor approval If 
permitted by SVS guidelines. 

• Devices may be provided by the district when appropriate, if student meets free lunch 
status. Students/Parents are liable for all lost, damaged or inappropriate use of materials 
or services. 

• Student participation requirements include: 
a. Comply with compulsory attendance requirements 
b. Take state assessment tests 

c. Comply with all district and state promotion/graduation requirements 
d. Follows the district adopted instructional calendar for course duration. 

e-, 

~ STUDENTS IN EXCEPTIONAL STUDENT EDUCATION PROGRAMS ___ __] 

I A. __ EligibilitY and Prog_rams -~---------·--·------··-------·-·-·---------····-----·-··

Suwannee County School District actively seeks to locate students with needs for 
exceptional student education. The term 1'exceptional student" includes, but is not limited 
to, students participating in the following programs: 

• Autism Spectrum Disorder • Dual-Sensory Impaired 

• Deaf or Hard of Hearing • Emotional/Behavioral Disability 

• Developmentally Delayed • Gifted 
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• Hospltal/Homebound 

• Language Impaired 

•Orthopedically Impaired 

• Other Health Impaired 

• Specific Learning Disabled 

• Speech Impaired 

•Traumatic Brain Injured 

•Visually Impaired 

• Intellectual Disability 

State Board Rule determines the requirements for eligibility for a program as provided in 

the district Exceptional Student Education Pollcles and Procedures manual (SP&P). A copy 

of each school district's SP&P can be found at the following link: 

https: //bees s gs w .o rg/ #/Spp/1 n stltutio n / 60d 13 7 a e-caSa-43 52-b288-

f82984 7fa 3c3 /Document/ ce6 25ce8-1ce0-4bcb-a be3-be 7a 86a 61da f /Pub I ic 

l~...:....-~~udent Performance Goals and._O__cbjc_e_ct_iv_e_s __________ _ 

All students having difficulty meeting promotional requirements shall be monitored by the 

Multi-Tiered System of Supports (MTSS) Team or its equivalent. Eligibility for an 

Exceptional Student Education program may be considered upon completion of 

appropriate interventlons and activities. 

Individual Education Plan {IEP) teams determine the appropriate program placement for 

students with disabilities based on their individual needs. Specially designed Instruction 

will be provided by an ESE teacher or other service provider in the Least Restrictive 

Environment {LRE) as determined by the IEP team. In most cases, this will be in the regular 

education classroom with their non-disabled peers but some students with disabilltles may 

require instruction in a separate environment for a portion of the day. 

···-·----------···-----

The Instructional Accommodations for students with disabilities are changes to the way a 

student with disabil!ties accesses curriculum, demonstrates learning, or how he or she is 

tested. Accommodations do not change the content of the standards, but may require a 

change of Instructional methods, materials, assignments, time demands and schedules, 

learning environment, and special communication systems or assistive technologies. These 

accommodations must be developed and documented on the student's IEP. 

Most students with disabilities can achieve general state content standard mastery 

pursuant to rule GA-1.09401, F.A.C. Effective accommodations must be in place to support 

involvement of students with disabllitles ln general education. Students in exceptional 

student education programs who are using general state content standards to attain a 

standard diploma will have to meet the same requirements. The student's Individual 

DRAFT Suwannee County School District- Elementary Student Progression Plan Page49 

-51-



Education Plan (IEP) will address the areas of academic need and accommodations to the 

general curriculum. Students with disabilities partlclpate in the district's K-12 

Comprehensive Reading Plan and supplemental and Intensive instructional supports as 

appropriate. 

The general state content standards are the foundation of currlculum1 instruction, and 

assessment for all Florida students. However1 students with significant cognitive 

disabilities utilize Access Points to access the general curriculum. Access Points consist of 

skil!s that are clearly [inked to the general education content but the content is reduced in 

depth and complexity to provide access to the standards1 while still providing rigor and 

challenging academic expectations. 

Students with disabilities who are receiving Instruction based on the access point standards 

for students with significant cognitive disabilities wlll participate in the Florida Standards 

Alternate Assessment. IEP teams are responsible for determining whether a student with a 

disability will be Instructed on the general Florida Standards and assessed with the 

statewide standardized FCAT/FS,~/EOC assessments or the Access Points Standards and 

assessed with the Florida Standards Alternate Assessment (FSAA) as outlined in Rule GA-

1.0943(4), Florida Administrative Code. 

fo~RefWrling Student P~~~ress ----~~--===------·----
All parents will be notified of their child's achievement during the school year with at least 

the same frequency as that of non-disabled peers enrolled ln the same school. Progress 

toward IEP goals will be reported to the parent at the time designated on the IEP. 

Report Cards and Grading 

• A student's placement in an Exceptional Student Education Program may not be 

designated on the report card due to FERPA (Family Education Rights and Privacy Act). 

• Students with disabilltles must receive a report regarding progress toward IEP goals and 

objectives along with the report card. 

• Students may not be discriminated against in grading because of their disability. 

Teachers may not unilaterally decide to use an indlvldual grading system for a student 

with disabilities. 

• A student with a disability shall not be penalized with a lower grade for using 

accommodations. 

l_~:......_~~ssment of Student Perfurrri"allCe- -·- _ ·-·-- _ ·-···-···--- _ ---··--

~tate and Loca_l ~:_sessment 
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State Board rule 6A-1.0943, FAC provides the basis for accommodations to Florida's 

statewide assessment system for students with disabilities who have an IEP. 

The Division of Public Schools shall develop the modified test instruments required herein 

and provide technlcal assistance to school districts in the implementation of the modified 

test instruments and procedures. 

Each school board shall implement appropriate modifications of the test instruments and 

test procedures established for issuance of a standard or special high school diploma. 

The modifications are authorized, when determined appropriate by the school district 

superintendent or designee, for any student who has been determined to be an eligible 

exceptional student and has a current Individual educatlonal plan, or who has been 

determined to be a disabled person pursuant to Rule 6A-19.001(6), FAC. Students 

classified solely as gifted shall not receive any special test modifications. Satisfaction of the 

requirements by any of the above modifications shall have no bearing upon the type of 

diploma or certificate issued to the student for completing school. 

In no case shall the modificatlons/-accommodatlons authorized herein be interpreted or 

construed as an authorization to provide a student with assistance in determining the 

answer to any test item. 

Accommodations should facilitate an accurate demonstration of what the student knows 

or can do. 

Accommodations should not provide the student with an unfair advantage or interfere 

with the validity of a test; the underlying skills that are being measured by the test must 

not be changed. 

Accommodations must be the same or nearly the same as adaptations used by the student 

In completing classroom instruction and assessment activities. 

Accommodations must be necessary for enabling the student to demonstrate knowledge, 

ability, skill or mastery. 

All students, including those with disabilities, must participate in the state's assessment 

and accountability system. Students with disabilltles who are following the general 

education program and pursuing a standard d!ploma shall participate in the same state and 

district assessments as their general education peers, including the i;:cAT, i;7£A, statewide 

standardized assessments and EOC exams. If students with disabilities receive testing 

accommodations, the accommodations must be listed in the student's Individual Education 

Plan (IEP) and be utilized regularly during classroom instruction and assessment. Allowed 

accommodations are listed in the procedures manual for each specific test. 
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Legislation provides for a walver of the-rSA-Florida Assessment of Student Thinking (FAST) 

as a requirement for graduation with a standard high school diploma for students with 

disabillties whose abilities cannot be accurately measured by the statewide assessments. 

The individual education plan team may request a waiver of the ,F.&A-FAST requirement for 

a standard high school diploma for those students identified in the Enhanced New Needed 

Opportunity for a Better Life and Education for Students with Disabilities Act (ENNOBLES) 

who also meet the requirements set forth in Sections 1003.4282. Students with disabilities 

with Section 504 plans are not eligible for a waiver. 

12. Alternate Assessment Guidelines ___________________ _ 

The use of an alternate assessment is an Individual decision for students who have been 

excluded from taking the general statewide or district assessments and have cognitlve 

disabilities that llmit their ability to achieve the State Performance Standards. Alternate 

assessment for students in exceptional education will mirror the assessments of students 

participating in district and state assessment programs at each grade level by subject area. 

The standards assessed at the appropriate grade levels will be based on the State 

Performance Standards Access Points for students with significant cognitive dlsabllities. 

The Statewide Alternate Assessment for students In grades 3-11 that addresses the State 

Performance Standards Access Points for students with significant cognitive disabilities wi\1 

be utilized to determine the appropriate level of the student. For kindergarten-grade 2 

students, an approved alternate assessment or combination of alternate assessments wi!I 

be given. 

The alternate assessment will include scoring criteria that clearly identifies how the 

student's performance is to be judged. 

Documentation of the alternate assessment will include: student name, date of 

assessment, person conducting assessment, and score received by the student or 

descrlptions(s) of behavior observed and description of activities and scoring criteria used 

to judge student performance. 

The alternate assessment results will be reported to the parent around the same time 

period as other state assessment reports. Alternate assessment results will also be used to 

plan the student's IEP, report progress toward mastery of annual goals, and plan the 

instructional program for the next year. 

Upon receipt of a written request from the superintendent, the Commissioner may exempt 

an exceptional student or one who has been determined to be a person with a disability 
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with an IEP from meeting specific requirements for graduation, due to extraordinary 

circumstances which would cause the results of the testing to not represent the studenfs 

achievements, but rather reflect the student's impaired sensory, manual, speaking or 

psychological process skills. The written request must document the speclfic extraordinary 

circumstances, whlch prevents the students from meeting the requirements, and lt must 

be completed annually. 

(F. Standards and Promotio.n cr._it_e_r"_,a ____ ~ ··-----·-----

For students enrolled in exceptional student education programs, promotion or movement 

between grades and levels (primary, Intermediate, secondary) w!II be a reflection of 

successful completion of IEP goals and objectives, mastery of State Performance Standards, 

§tate Perfermaflse StaAElarE:ls fer §13esial Di)cllema or Community Employment 

competencies, (whichever is applicable), chronological age, or social-emotional maturity. 

1. Declsions regarding the promotion/retention of 3rd grade students with disabllltles must 

be based on provision of S.1008.25 (5) (b). Florida Statutes. A small number of students 

with disabilities may be promoted if they meet requirements for good cause. 

2. Decisions to promote are made by the principal based on the recommendation of the 

lEP Team. Particlpation in the regular state assessment program shall be available to all 

exceptional students. Articulation staffing meetings shall be held for students moving 

from school to school (ex. Pl(-K, Elementary-Middle, Middle-High). 

IG, Gra~uation Requlremen_~s-Sta·n·dard Diplom~---···,.··-------------

A standard high school diploma will be awarded to students who meet the requirements as 

referenced in the secondary education section of this Student Progression Plan, 

demonstrate mastery of the State Performance Standards that apply, and pass such 

demonstrated test School boards shall provide accommodations to basic courses, as 

necessary, to assure exceptional students the opportunity to meet the graduation 

requirements for a standard diploma. School boards shall modify vocational courses and 

programs of study, as necessary, to assure exceptional students the opportunity to meet 

graduation requirements for a standard or a special diploma. 

1. Accommodations to basic courses sha!I not include modifications to the curriculum 

frameworks or student performance standards. When modifying vocational courses, 

the particular outcomes and student performance standards, which a student must 

master to earn credit, must be specified on the student's individual educational plan. 

2. Accommodations to basic or vocat!onal courses may include any of the fol lowing: 

a. Instructional time may be Increased or decreased. 

b. Instructional methodology may be varied. 
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c. Special communications systems may be used by the teacher or the student. 

d. Classroom and district test administration procedures and other evaluation 

procedures may be adjusted to accommodate the student's disability. 

3. When making accommodations to basic courses, the school board shall use one of the 

following strategies: 

a. Assignment of the exceptlonal student to an exceptional education class for 

instruction ln a basic course with the same student performance standards as 

those required of non-exceptional students, or 

b. Assignment of the exceptional student to a basic education class for instruction 

which accommodates the student's exceptionallty. 

4. The IEP team shall determine which of these strategies to employ based on an 

assessment of the student's needs and shall reflect this decision ln the student's 

Individual Educational Plan. Course accommodations will be used to facl!itate student 

participation in the general curriculum to the extent possible. At [east one regular 

education teacher will be involved in IEP development and the determination of course 

accommodations. 

5. Exceptional students enrolled In basic courses shall be counted as exceptional student 

special program cost factors only If the class is being taught in a special program for 

exceptional students, by a qualified teacher In accordance with Rule GA-1.0503, FAC. 

6. Students failing the statewide standardized assessment~ wlll be remediated and/or 

retested at the time designated by the state during the eleventh or twelfth grade. 

Seniors not passing the statewide standardized assessment ¥&A, but having successfully 

completed courses that meet standard diploma graduation requirements and whose 

abllitles cannot be accurately measured by the statewide assessment test, may meet 

waiver options as a requirement for a standard high school diploma. Waiver 

requirements include students: 

a. who are currently in high school with an lndivldual Educational Plan {IEP), 

b. who have met the graduation requirement with a cumulative 2.0 or better grade 

point average (GPA) and any other district requirements, 

c. who have taken the statewide standardized assessment~ at least once in the 

10th grade and once in the 11th grade1 but have not attained a passing score, and 

d. for whom the Individual Educational Plan (IEP) team determines that the FSA 

cannot accurately measure the student's abilities, taking lnto consideration all 

allowable accommodations. 
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g}NGLISI-! fllr SPEAKERS of OTI-IER LAN<.'iUAGES (ESOL) J 
Students In the English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) program are commonly referred 

to as English Language Learners (Ells). Ells shall be placed in appropriate courses designed to 

provide ESOL Instruction in English and the basic subject areas of mathematics, science, and 

social studies. Upon enrollment, an ELL student must have verification of the DE USS {date 

entered US Schools). 

The ELL Committee, which is composed of the principal or designee, an ESOL/language arts 

teacher, the guidance counselor, and any other Instructional personnel responsible for the 

instruction of Ells, shall make recommendations concerning the appropriate placement, 

promotion and retention of English Language Learner students. Parents/guardians of students 

being reviewed shall be Invited to participate in the meetlngs. 

Criteria to be utilized in making appropriate course placement decisions include the following: 

• academic performance and progress of a student based on formal and/or 

alternative assessments ln English and/or the student's native language, 

e progress, attendance and retention reports, and 

• number of years the student has been enrolled ln the ESOL Program. 

When new students arrive to Suwannee County School District from other countries without 
appropriate educational documentation (transcripts, report cards), the student wlll be placed 
ln an age appropriate setting. Placement may not be made solely upon English Language 
proficiency. 

In general, all Ells participate in the state's assessment and accountability system. As part of 

the federal legls!ation, all Ells shall be assessed annually in reading, writing, listening and 

speaking. The state assessment for English Language Learners In Florida Is the Access for Ells. 

gs. B. Retention 
- --------····---·--·----- --·-··---···-------

~------ Formatted: Indent: Left: 0.2", No bullets or numbering ______ _J ccc~~~~cc_=.c~cc,_""-'=c,cc_cc__c:~c:c;'---_J 

Retention of an ELL is based on unsatisfactory performance in reading, writing and mathematics 

as determined by the Student Support Team, in conjunction with the ELL Committee. Students 

cannot be retained based solely on English language acquisition. 
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FLORIDA D£PARTM£Nr OF •-----------! EDUCATION 
-------fldon.otg llkll.ttdClltcOOI~ 

commiuilll)!tllfEdw,,itii),I 
Mdytl.ll:l!,Clltllf 
.MlM Rlhnwt, ~ 11,ai'r 
M/rY,b,!r:1' 

&lll<iililllfl 

'fomGriotf 
lt)>MMt( 
~YOik 

TO: S.:llt'Ol Distrkt'Supcijl11cndcnt.s 

C11iitact lnform:atiom 
Bul\.'.lu ofStud.mt Sup~rt 
Sci,,i,;cs 
850-245-7851 
DPS: 2021-41 

FROM: Jacob Ofom, Charu:-dlor, Division of Public &:hool.s 

DA]'E: 

SUBJECT: l02f•l022 Studool Prw~ression flan~ 

Thc 2020,202 l lcinJcrgurknstud1mt cnrallm ... "'tlt &tu indicate adcrn.~ ofnppro,:im111dy 16,000 
Jci11.&rgru:kn Mtli.lcat;; from lhc 2019·2020 !11::hool )'\.'ar kinrlerg.ntcn cnrollnwnL Tbc purpose of 
this memo is to remind you orlhc clurcnt llcx.ibility $0 that district":> can -approprlatdy plan fur a 
potential 202l~22: influx ofstudm.lll who nc,cr attended a kimkrptcn program. 

A rovieu• otmulriplc di:.trict Student Progn.-ssio11 PlnM indlc-ll.tc that districls would n..'quirc
iucaming student.~ ro ill.frond kirnkrgnrron., if not prcviously-cnmpl1o-tcd, cv.::n ifthcy aro '18~· 
eligible for first grade. Asa rcmim.kr, districts have flexibility with kindcrg-,utcu i:nrollmrot UL 
Stwi.-ut Pr~oll_ Phns per sc,;tion IOOJ.21{1 )(3)2, F.S Districts may opt to rovisc tlwir 
Stu&nt Pmgrossfon Plans lo indudc additional .stmtcgk:i indudiRg: 

Proviwug K,I bkn&.."d c!assco: as a stmOOgy to bdp bo1b high nnd lower achieving 
students. 
Evnlmting,tudcrits and phwement in the 3pptoprfiltc grade lmtd {e.g., -ad\-ancc tn fiat 
gr.ade if also ~-cllgibh:i). Parents should-also be con:,-ultOO OI\ lhc d~isions. 

Th_is.i:s a good time to review Siud~11t Progress.ion Plans to .:'ll':><1re thnttµcr>:c is .a pfou in plm.""C to 
se".imks..dy kmtsllWD stud1mts al the tippropciafo grade kwct 

Please contact lhc BIID!lTI.l ofStudcrit S11pport S1m·iccs at 850,145-7&5l with anyqucstious 
regnrding Student Pmgrossion Plum;,, 

JOISG 

J<\<:a~OmA 
OWiroJ.OftO..l'aall!:,$o,Qc,.s 

------·-·---·--·------·------
ww..11.fldoo,a1g 

n,w.-0;i1nesS1w,t-1s02 I r.1Uah~1,,,e,H.'lll\l!)-1)4(l0 1 ssn-us--n,im 
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~equ_es,_for.Approvaf fo Tra~sfer Classroom 

mm@1mrnw.mm0 ; 
¥f'arenl/3uc;;rdian Name J,.._.E!;~~ ! 
-'1 . ---·--·--··-- , , ! I 

i"'"'''·"-'""-............. .1 l i 
baa;lovel: --·-1-·--·----. US! Nameofi'eaclier" • L-··--··--- F6-sf __ ........ -.. Im IJ.L • 1J 
~---·-------------·-----------( ------ -----··------ -----------·--------- ....... ----------- - - - ------------------- -------------------1 
~BmeofCourse: l : 

(---- r ! : ! T COl'llacted School I I My child holds an i 
! D ] Conlacted Teacher ! D j Patent Confersnce i D i Based Administrator ! D i JEP ! 
!·--··· , --·-···--····-~·-·-·"--·--··--···--··--·-·--------·-·--·-----J-.,·-·--····· .. --·-l 
j ! ~-b-- j ; ........................................... _., ...................................... ........................... ............. l 
' ---.-------···--------------·· ·----~ 

t====- -- i! 
j i 

A rovar 
p-01~ request has bwn l 

:a~: cl ----------->1 ... ---m• SchoolOfficial~j-~-------....l 

! 
Deoial 

~s requ&St has been I 
ijeni6d: .ci ------------~ i 

l ·····-····i 

_,, _____ School Officia1,0;--.-----------!j 
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~ 
.·""'cc· . iii; ,, ·. Ii; ;,,.,,·.,:;; .. ,:,, 

SUWANNEE COUNTY SCHOOL,·DI ij " ·~ • 
My Choice for High Quality Educat/on · •~~J;;~ 

~equest for Approvat to Transfer Classroom 
licant Information 

¢~~11Gij~~!l.'!'2!;.. I -··-~~!c! _____________ ..., 
' ' ' 

~;:"';. ···i·-············ '"' Nameoif;;;-;r., .L --··-···· ""' ····--····· I_ .. u., ·- ~ 
~d~- _ I .. 1 

t··-···-···1 """"···············--··-··i"····-·····r··-·-·········· .. ---··· r-·····------·T Conlactalschoo1 ··-·1--·---·-··r Mychlld holt!s an ..... [ 
~ • Leo11tactedTeaclla~L 0-1...ParentConrerence. !.o ___ ) BasedAdmlnlstrator i D ,zj IEP _________ j 
! ! 
jReuSon fur f«;quest I 

~ --·--·------------- ---------------------- --------------------- -------------------------·-·····---- ~ 
i ,f 

! I i i 
t·· ___ ,, __________ ,________ --------------------- -·--------------·------------ ····------------ -------------------- ---------~ r ..... eo •• ,,. ····-···--····· -·- -········ --·-··--··-····-··-···-·····\ 

1--- --------------------------------------------------------------------------------- -------1 
i i ! 
~ .,. .. -·-··-·-----··------·~~M~"& .... ______ ,, _________ J... • .,J?illi' .• ~---•i 
' i 
;This request has been ! !. 

~~: -·----·.,. School Offici.il i ' '"--------" 

, Slgniilure of School Ollief~I I Dafa i 

; ••• FJarkJ;istatue 1003.J1011lroV;iks parenl.s withadJ-Iifonil MUC<lilom(Jofii, ontfoiis• ffOwe'fer: {/ifs does ~t ¢vethe parent the right to ·; 

!________________ ----------------------- _ chooseasper:H"ic classroom @cher. --------------- -------------------- j 
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~eq~~~ for Approyal to Transfer Classroom 

M@IW®®JIH, 
1 

. ! ! DatseJ ±f ~rent/Gutudran Nam11 _ ·' r··· ' 
!studentName i ! I 1 

~~~-::;------ ---1, :::-:::::::::_-:::::~ ""_ Nam,oifiiif..(::::1 _~-=:::::::-::"" :::::-:·--==~-::::1:::::::: "
1

::::::Jp . 
!Name of Course: i ! 
r ·······-··--·-··--·-·-· i 

1----·---T---------------------y---------T-----------·-------T···----·--1 Contacted SChOO(··-r··----· f My cl'lncl hokls an ·--··j 
~ _j_ contacted Teacl1et ..l.~.JyarentConference J D _ I Based AdmJnlstra~rE .. JJEP ·----··-·-·---1 
~-~-- i 
l--------------------------------··----------.-··--- -·-·-----------·-------------------------------------------------------------- -----------------------~ 
; I 
! I 
I I 
i I 
: ------------------·---------------------------------------------------- - --------------------------------- -------------------------------i 

~-~~~~~S:::.~-~: ... --------------·--------------------------------------------- -------------------- ---------------------------------- -----i 
! I 
l ! 
I ! 
i i 
!------------------ --------------- -------------,! 
! j l 
t-----·••--u•--••--••--•-••l'A1t;~~.:i.§.fwji!tl,l~----·-•r,----·••-j •--•-••~•--•-'i 

~his request ha9 been ! i 
~t__ __ J '··------··--SchoolOfficiall ! 

i I 

~·-·-----··--··-•····--•-••--•~..lll!rJrt.RUo'M 'f.mlwr ~-,.•••-·--d·...,,..·--··---..i-,, .. - . ..Jl;"l.ll!,-... •~•-•1 

l.;-.q,iiili"ii>ii,---r---------------------------------------- ---,------------------------------------T----------- ------------------ -------1 

f-~~---···-···--·- 1 

·---····----·· School Official j : 
i 

i --- I -

i?toiiil,~:_"01":':'~~::~·h::!.'1::.~::;·;~~%::!:.'}":'"''~·-~-"~'~~::~·=~~=~::i 
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Florida Statute, 1003.42, provides for required courses and Instruction to ensure that 

students meet State Board of Education adopted standards. Most specifically, members of 

the instructional staff of the public schools, subject to the rules of the State Board of 

Education and the district school board, shall teach efficiently and faithfully, using the 

books and materlals required that meet the highest standards for professionalism and 
historic accuracy, following the prescribed courses of study, and employing approved 

methods of instruction. 

State Board of Education Rule 6A-1.09412 Course Requirements -Grades K-12 Basic and 

Adult Secondary Programs reads: A course description directs district personnel by 
providing the essential content and course requirements for each course in grades K-12 

contained in the 11 Course Code Directory and Instructional Personnel Assignments" adopted 

by Rule 6A-1.09441, F.A.C. Course requirements approved by the State Board of Education 
and are (available) on line. 

The Course of Study for the Suwannee County School System shall consist of subjects and 

courses selected from the current edition of the Course Code Directory and Instructional 

Personnel Assignments (CCD) published annually by the State of Florida, Department of 
Education. 

Student schedules may reflect course code numbers by subject or as self-contained as 

appropriate. Regardless of scheduling techniques, minimum time requirements for 

instruction shall be met as outlined above and Include courses from a District Course of 
Study approved annually. 

The required program of study for elementary grades in the Suwannee County School 

District reflects state and local requirements for elementary education. All grades shall 

emphasize Florida Standards in reading, writing, mathematics, social studies, and science. 

The followlng areas of study are required for each grade K-5: 

• reading/language arts 

• writing 

• handwriting 

• mathematics 

• science 

• physical education 

• music 

• social studies (integrated in grades K, 1 and 2 through the Florida Standards in 
reading, writing, math, and science} 
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• health (Integrated through the Florida Standards in reading, writing, math, and 
science) 

All classes will provide appropriate instruction designed to ensure that students meet 

Florida Standards. Careers and vocational awareness wlll be integrated Into the 

curriculum. Technology will be an Integral tool in the elementary Instructional program. 

Students will understand and utilize technology as a source of information and an 

application of data for problem-solving. Members of the elementary instructional staff 

shall use approved materials and resources to teach the following: 

(a) The history and content of the Declaration of Independence, including natlonal sovereignty, 

natural Jaw, self-evident truth, equality of all persons, limited government, popular sovereignty, 

and inalienable rights of life, liberty, and property, and how they form the philosophical foundation 

of our government. 

(b) The history, meaning, significance, and effect of the provisions of the Constitution of the 

United States and amendments thereto, with emphasis on each of the 10 amendments that make 

up the B111 of Rights and how the constitution provides the structure of our government. 

{c) The arguments in support of adopting our republican form of government, as they are 

embodied in the most Important of the Federalist Papers. 

(d) Flag education, including proper flag display and flag salute. 

(e) The elements of civil government, includfng the primary functions of and interrelationships 

between the Federal Government, the state, and its counties, municipalities, school districts, and 

special districts. 

(f) The history of the United States, including the period of discovery, early colonies, the War 

for Independence, the Civil War, the expansion of the United States to its present boundaries, the 

world wars, and the civil rights movement to the present. American history shall be viewed as 

factual, not as constructed, shall be viewed as knowable, teachable, and testable, and shall be 

defined as the creation of a new nation based largely on the universal principles stated in the 

Declaration of Independence. 

(g) The history of the Holocaust (1933-1945), the systematic, planned annihilation of European 

Jews and other groups by Nazi Germany, a watershed event in the history of humanity, to be taught 

in a manner that leads to an investigation of human behavior, an understanding of the 

ramifications of prejudice, racism, and stereotyping, and an examination of what it means to be a 
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responsible and respectful person, for the purposes of encouraging tolerance of diversity in a 

pluralistic society and for nurturing and protecting democratic values and institutions. 

The second week in November shall be designated as "Holocaust Education Week" in this 
state in recognition that November is the anniversary of Krlstallnacht, widely recognized as 
a precipitating event that led to the Holocaust. 

(h) The history of African Americans, including the history of African peoples before the 

political conflicts that led to the development of slavery, the passage to America, the enslavement 

eX:perience, abolition, and the contributions of African Americans to society. lnstructlonal materials 

shall include the contributions of African Americans to American society. Students shall develop 

an understanding of the ramifications of prejudice, racism, and stereotyping on individual 

freedoms, and examine what lt means to be a responsible and respectful person, for the 

purpose of encouraging tolerance of diversity in a pluralistic society and for nurturing and 

protecting democratic values and institutions. Instruction shall include the roles and 

contributions of indlviduals from all walks of life and their endeavors to learn and thrive 

throughout history as artists, scientists, educators, businesspeople, influential thinkers, 

members of the faith community, and political and governmental leaders and the 

courageous steps they took to fulfill the promise of democracy and unite the nation. 

Instructional materials shall include the vital contributions of African Americans to build 

and strengthen American society and celebrate the inspirational stories of African 

Americans who prospered, even in the most difficult circumstances. Instructional 

personnel may facilitate discussions and use curricula to address, in an age-appropriate 

manner, how the individual freedoms of persons have been infringed by slavery, racial 

oppression, racial segregation, and racial discrimination, as well as toplcs relating to the 

enactment and enforcement of laws resulting in racial oppression, racial segregation, and 

racial discrimination and how recognition of these freedoms has overturned these unjust 

laws. However, classroom instruction and curriculum may not be used to indoctrinate or 

persuade students to a particular point of view inconsistent with the principles 

enumerated in subsection (3) or the state academic standards. 

{I) The elementary prlnciples of agriculture. 

OJ The true effects of all alcoholic and intoxicating liquors and beverages and narcotics upon 

the human body and mind. 
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(k) Kindness to animals. 

(1) The history of the state. 

(ml The conservation of natural resources. 

(n) Comprehensive health education that addresses concepts of community health; consumer 

health; environmental health; family life, Including aR aware Ress ef tf:1e be Refits sf sei:ual 

al:JstiReRee as tl'ie eiq:1eeteef staRelaref aRel tl:ie eeRseei!oleRees efteeAage ~regRaAey; meRtal aRef 

emetieRal RealtR; !Rjlff'/ ~reveRtieR aRel safety; IRtemet safety; R\:ltritieR; ~erseRal RealtR; 

13reveRtieR a Rel eer1trel ef efisease; a Rel s1,18staRee 1::1se a Ref al:nise, 

a. Injury prevention and safety. 

b. Internet safety. 

c. Nutrition. 

d. Personal health. 

e. Prevention and control of disease. 

f. Substance use and abuse. 

g. Prevention of child sexual abuse, exploitation, and human trafficking. 

(o.) Life skills that build confidence, support mental and emotional health, and enable 

students to overcome challenges, including: 

a. Self-awareness and self-management. 

b. Responsible decision making. 

c. Resiliency. 

d. Relationship skills and conflict resolution. 

e. Understanding and respecting other viewpoints and backgrounds. 

(eg) Such additlonal mater!als, subjects, courses, or fields in such grades as are prescribed by 

law or by ru!es of the State Board of Education and the district school board in fulfilling the 

requirements of law. 
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(f)g) The study of Hispanic contributions to the United States. 

(it!) The study of women's contributions to the United States. 

(f~) The nature and importance of free enterprise to the United States economy. 

(s!) A character development program In the elementary schools, similar to Character First or 

Character Counts, which ts secular in nature. Beginning ln school year 2004-2005, the character 

development program shall be required In kindergarten through grade 12. Each district school 

board shall develop or adopt a curriculum for the character development program that shall be 

submitted to the department for approval. The character development curriculum shall stress the 

qualities of patriotism; responsibility; citizenship; kindness; respect for authority, life, liberty, and 

personal property; honesty; charity; self-control; racial, ethnic, and religious tolerance; and 

cooperation. The character development curriculum for grades 9 through 12 shall, at a minimum, 

include Instruction on developing feadersh!p skills, interpersonal skllls, organization skills, and 

research skills; creating a resume; developing and practicing the skills necessary for employment 

interviews; conflict resolution, workplace ethics, and workplace law; managing stress and 

expectations; and developing skills that enable students to become more resilient and self

motivated. 

(tg) In order to encourage patriotism, the sacrifices that veterans and Medal of Honor 

recipients have made in serving our country and protecting democratic values worldwide. Such 

instruction must occur on or before Medal of Honor Day, Veterans' Day, and Memorial Day. 

Members of the instructional staff are encouraged to use the assistance of local veterans and 

Medal of Honor recipients when practicable. 

A character development program that incorporates the values of the recipients of the Congressional 

Medal of Honor and that is offered as part of a social studies 1 English Language Arts, or other schoolwide 

character building and veteran awareness initiative meets the requirements of paragraphs (s) and (t). 

Any student whose parent makes written request to the school principal shall be exempted from the 

teaching of reproductive health or any disease, including HIV/ AIDS, its symptoms, development, and 

treatment. A student so exempted may not be penalized by reason of that exemption. 

In addition, to the required lnstructlon above, the following lnstruction will be provided ln 

grades K-5: 

American Founders' Month 
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Florida Statute 683.1455 

The month of September of each year has been designated as "American Founders' 

Month". This allows the governor to issue a proclamation recognizing "America Founders' 

Month" and urging various groups, including public and private educatlonal institutions, to 

recognize and observe the month, Inviting state, county and local governmental officials to 

participate. 

fPQtriotic Programs 
2,·cv 

Florida Statute 1003.44 

Suwannee County School District shall require: 

• programs of a patriotic nature to encourage greater respect for the government of the United 

States and its natJonal anthem and flag, subject always to other existing pertinent laws of the 

United States or of the state. 

• When the national anthem Is played, students and all cJvifians shall stand at attention, men 

removing the headdress, except when such headdress is worn for religious purposes. 

• The pledge of allegiance to the flag, "I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of 

America and to the republic for which it stands, one nation under God, Indivisible, with liberty 

and justice for all," shall be rendered by students standing with the right hand over the heart. 

The pledge of alleglance to the flag shall be recited at the beginning of the day in each public 

elementary, mlddle, and high school in the state. 

Any teacher or administrator Is permitted to read, or to post in a pub Ile school building or 

classroom or at any school-related event, any excerpt or portion of the following historic 

material: the national motto; the national anthem; the pledge of allegiance; the 

Constitution of the State of Flor!da, including the Preamble; the Constitution of the United 

States, including the Preamble; the Bill of Rights; the Declaration of Independence; the 

Mayflower Compact; the Emancipation Proclamatlon; the writings, speeches, documents, 

and proclamations of the presidents of the United States, the signers of the Constitution of 

the United States and the Declaration of Independence, and civil rights leaders; and 

decisions of the United States Supreme Court. 

However, any material that is read, posted, or taught pursuant to this provision may be 

presented only from a historical perspective and in a nonproselytizing manner. 
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When less than an entire document is used, the excerpt or portion must include as much 

material as is reasonably necessary to reflect the sentiment of the entire document and 

avoid expressing statements out of the context in which they were orlg!nally made. 

If the materlal refers to laws or judicial decisions that have been superseded, the material 

must be accompanied by a statement indicating that such law or decision is no longer the 

law of the land. 

No material shall be selected to advance a particular religious, polltical, or sectarlan 

purpose. 

fµ_uman TI'afficlring 

Suwannee County School District will annually provide Instruction to students in grades K-

12 related to chlld trafficking prevention and awareness. The District's implementation 

plan shall be posted on the website annually by December 1. 

GA-1.094123 Ch lid Trafficking Prevention Education. 

{1) It ts the Intent of the State Board of Education that every school In Florida be a "Child Trafficking Free Zone." 

{2) School districts must annually provide instruction to students in grades K-12 related to ch lid trafficking prevention 

and awareness. 

{3) Using the health education standards adopted In Rule GA-1.09401, F.A,C,, Student Performance Standards, the 

Instruction for chlld trafficking prevention will advance each year through developmentally appropriate instruction and sklll 

bull ding. 

(4) Age-appropriate elements of effective and evidence-based programs and Instruction to students In grades K-12 

related to child trafficking prevention and o1wo1reness and must address, at a minimum, the followlng topics: 

(a) Recognition of signs of human trafflcklng; 

(b) Awareness of resources, including national, state and local resources; 

(c) Prevention of the abuse of and addiction to alcohol, nicotine, and drugs; 

{d) Information on the prevalence, nature, and strategies to reduce the risk of human trafficking, techniques to set 

healthy boundaries, and how to safely seek assistance; and 

(e) Information on how soclal media and mobile device appllcatlons are used for human trafficking. 

{5) In order to assist with lnstruction, the department will maintain a human trafficking webpage, located at 

http:f/www.fldoe.org/schools/healthy-schools/human-trafficking.stml, with information o1bout the education descrlbed In 

this rule; resources on abuse, lricluding sexual abuse, o1nd human trafficking prevention for professional learning purposes; 

and materials for parents, guardians, and other caretakers of stlldents. 
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GA-1.094122 Substance Use and Abuse Health Education. 

(1) School districts must annually provide Instruction to students In grades K-12 related to youth substance 
use and abuse health education. 

(2) Using the health education standards adopted In Rule GA-1.09401, F.A.C., Student Performance 
Standards, the instruction for substance use and abuse education will advance each year through 
developmentally appropriate Instruction and skill building. 

P.ij\1?ility histo_ry a_nd_awareness_ins_tru<-:tion 

1003.4205 Disability history and awareness instruction.-

(1) Each district school board may provide dfsability history and awareness instruction in all K-12 

public schools in the district during the first 2 weeks in October each year. The district school board 

shall designate these 2 weeks as "Disability History and Awareness Weeks." 

(Z)(a) During this 2-week period, students may be provided intensive instruction to expand their 

knowledge, understanding, and awareness of individuals with disabilities, the history of disability, and 

the disability rights movement. Disability history may include the events and timelines of the 

development and evolution of services to, and the civil rights of, individuals with disabilities. Disability 

history may also include the contributions of specific individuals with disabilities, including the 

contributions of acknowledged national leaders. 

(b) The instruction may be integrated into the existing school curriculum in ways including, but not 

limited to, supplementing lesson plans, holding school assemblies, or providing other school-related 

activities. The instruction may be delivered by qualified school personnel or by knowledgeable guest 

speakers, with a particular focus on including individuals With disabilities. 

(3) The goals of disability history and awareness instruction include: 

(a) Better treatment for individuals with disabilities, especially for youth in school, and increased 

attention to preventing the bullying or harassment of students with disabilities. 

(b) Encouragement to individuals with disabilities to develop increased self-esteem, resulting in 

more individuals with disabilities gaining pride in being an individual with a disability, obtaining 

postsecondary education, entering the workforce1 and contributing to their communities. 

(c) Reaffirmation of the local, state, and federal commitment to the full inclusion In society of, and 

the equal opportunity for, all individuals with disabilities. 
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scss Approved 19ha/agn ???m 

It is the Intent of the Suwannee County School Board that each student's progression from one 

grade to another be determined, in part, upon satisfactory performance In reading, writing, 
science, mathematics and social studies; that district school board po!lcies facilitate student 
achievement; that each student and his or her parent be informed of the student's academic 

progress; and that students have access to educational options that provide academ!ca!ly 
challenging coursework or accelerated Instruction pursuant to s. 1002.3105. 

This Suwannee County Student Progression Plan has been established to provide a 
comprehensive plan for student progression In order to: 

• Provide standards for evaluating each student's performance, including how well he or 
she masters the performance standards approved by the State Board of Education. 

• Provide specific levels of performance in reading, writing, science, social studies, and 
mathematics for each grade level, Including the levels of performance on statewide 
assessments as defined by the commissioner, below which a student must receive 
remediation or be retained within an intensive program that is different from the 

previous year1s program and that takes into account the student's learning style. 

• Provide appropriate alternative placement for a student who has been retained 2 or 
more years. 

o List the student eligibillty and procedural requirements established by the school district 
for whole-grade promotion, midyear promotion, and subject_-matter acceleration that 
would result in a student attending a different school, pursuant to s.1002.3105{2)(b). 

• Notify parents and students of the school district's process by which a parent may 
request student participation in whole-grade promotion, midyear promotion, or subject 
-matter acceleration that would result in a student attending a different school, 
pursuant to s.1002.3105(4llbl2. 

• Advise parents and students that additional ACCEL options may be available at the 
student's school, pursuant to s. 1002.3105(4)/a). 

• Advise parents and students to contact the prlncipa! at the student's school for 
Information related to student eligibility requirements for whole-grade promotion, 
midyear promotion, and subject_-matter acceleration when the promotion or 
acceleration occurs within the principal's school; vlrtual instruction In higher grade level 
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subjects; and any other ACCEL options offered by the principal, pursuant to s. 

1002.3105(2llal. 

• Advise parents and students to contact the principal at the student's school for 

information related to the school's process by which a parent may request student 

participation in whole-grade promotion, midyear promotion, and subject-matter 

acceleration .when the promotion or acceleration occurs within the principal's school; 

virtual instruction in higher grade level subjects; and any other ACCEL options offered by 

the principal, pursuant to s.1002.3105(4l(b)1. 

• Advise parents and students of the early graduation options under s.1003.4281. 

• List, or Incorporate by reference, all dual enrollment courses contained within the Dual 

Enrollment Articulation Agreement established pursuant to s. 1007.271(21). 

• Provide instructlonal sequences by which students in kindergarten through high school 

may attain progressively higher levels of skill in the use of digital tools and applications. 

The instructional sequences must include participation in curricular and instructional 

options and the demonstration of competencE,! of standards required pursuant toss. 

1003.41 and 1003.4203 through attalnment of industry certifications and other means 

of demonstrating credit requirements identified under ss. 1002.3105, 1003.4203, 

1003.4281, and 1003.4282. 

The plan has been created to ensure that the required program of study, placement, 

promotion, reporting, retention, and assessment procedures are equitable and comprehensive, 

thereby provldlng accountablllty for all students. 

Various requirements have been given greater visibility in the Suwannee County School Board 

Policy Manual and by specific reference are Included as part of this required Student 

Progression Plan. The policy manual and this progression plan are both available online at 

www.suwannee.k12.fl.us. 

The Superintendent shall be responsible for preparation and annual updating of plans and 

procedures to implement an instructional program in the district's schools which promotes 

mastery of Florida Standards in reading, writing, mathematics, science, social studies, the arts, 

health and physical education1 and foreign language. 

The Student Progression Plan provides assurance that all students within the Suwannee County 

School District who have not demonstrated proficiency of performance standards in reading, 

writing, science, social studies, and mathematics shall receive appropriate instruction and that 

all students receiving a diploma shall have met and/or exceeded all the requirements mandated 

by the State of Florida and by the School Board. 
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(SADMISSION, PLACEMENT, TRANSFERS and ATTENDANCE ___ ::] 

~- Admission ··-1 • 
l1c___ Adn_,isslon Req!-'lrements 

For Information about admission requirements for Suwannee County School District (SCSD) and 
an enro!lment-9a€ke-tapplicatlon,~_visit the District website: 

;,q~tF3://'~·~v~v_·.~-l:!~!.~-~!'1-~-~:!~~-~:~l_._1:!~~-~!RS_:_L(~~~~~~~~nf!ee._~~.~:~l_.!-!~/~~ro!l_ri!e_f"!!:R~~-~~!: .----·I, cc":::•':::•c:c:::,;:;••c.C;:;h:::•:;:";;••;-•.____ ___________ .J 
eArel!FAeRt 13aEket EaR Se ebtaiReEI freffi tl:ie website er By reEJ1:1est at aAy sGheel leeatieR. 

ILL Controlled Open Enrollment 

For information on Suwannee County School District's controlled open enrollmentf}&H€¥.Q@ll, 
please visit the District website. The policy is available at SCSD C_~!'!~~?_l!~-~-9pen ~t:i!~~l_l!l_~_f"!~· 
'!JWW,S1:JW3AAee,lc12,fl,u5. -------------------- -----------------

,_~_B~quirements for Information Prior to Enr(?_llment 

Each student, at the time of initial registration for school placement, must note previous school 
expulsions, arrests resulting in a charge, arrests pending, mental health documents, and alla 
juvenile justice actions the student has had. Schools have the authority to honor the final 
order/recommendation of expulsion or dismissal of a student by any in-state or out-of-state 
public district school board, private school or lab school, for an act which would have been 
grounds for expulsion according to the SCSD Code of Student Conduct, according to the 
following procedures: 

• A final order/recommendation of expulslon shall be recorded in the records of the 
receiving school. 

• The expelled student applying for admission to the receiving school shall be advised of 
the final order of expulsion. 

• The superintendent or designee may recommend to the School Board that the final 
order of expulsion be waived and the student be admitted to the school district, or that 
the final order of expulsion is honored and the student not be admitted to the school 
district. If the student Is admitted by the School Board, with or without the 
recommendation of the district school superintendent, the student may be placed in an 
appropriate educational program at the direction of the School Board. 

St1:1EleRts eArelliRg lR e1:1waAAee C91:mty SGJ:ieel Qiistritt GGR41Ag frsm 13revie1:1s sr:ieE:ial futility 
eEl1:1tatieRal iRstltYtieRs may 13e plaseEI iR tJ:ie S1:1waRRee CeuRt•t SsJ:ieel Qiistritt Op13ert1:rnlty 
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SGl:!eel if Eletem1iReEI AeGessaP/ lay tl:!e £61:!eel PriRGipal, Qlrester ef £t1:1EleRt §ervlses, aREl 
Oirester sf .Ssl=leel Cl:!eiGe. 

I E._B_. _ Placement 

The Superintendent has designated the principal of the school as the final authority ln the 
placement of students in programs or classes. 

I 1, Grade Level Placement and Promotion w!thin High School _______ _ 

Each student's learning path is evaluated and Is based on his/her academic and career needs. 
Students shall be considered freshmen, sophomores, juniors, seniors and fifth year seniors 
based on the credlts listed below: 

• All students in their first year of high school shall be dasslfled as a freshman, regardless 
of number of credits transferred from mlddle school. 

• All students in their second year of high school with a minimum of 5 credits sha!l be 
classified as a sophomore. 

• All students in their third year of high school with a minimum of 11 credits shall be 
classified as a junior. 

• All students In their fourth year of high school (or beyond) with a minimum of 17 credits 
shall be classified as a senior. 

• Students in regular education programs not reaching graduation status in four years 
may have the option, at the discretion of the principal, of returning as a fifth year senior, 
provided that he/she meets the fol!Owing criteria; 

o State required assessments have been met 
o Student does not have significant attendance or behavioral issues 
o Attendance as a fifth year senior wil! be for the duration needed to complete 

graduation requirements only and shall not be afforded senior privileges 
o Shall be awarded his/her dlploma upon completlon of graduation requirements 
o Instruction will be provided online in a lab setting 

• High schools may promote retained students from grade 9 to grade 10, grade 10 to grade+-".----{ Formatted: Normal, No bullets or numberlrig 

11, or grade 11 to grade 12 at the end of the first semester upon documentation of the 
awarding of required make-up credits. 
A junior who ls enrolled In a 24 credit dlploma program shall be moved to senior status at the 
end of first semester if enrolled In the necessary coursework to graduate in the spring and has 
met all state testing requirements. 

• 
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Consistent with ~chool §.Board rules and In accordance with state statute f1012.28 (5) F.SJ, 
the Superintendent has designated the princlpal of the school as the final authority In the 
placement of students In programs or classes. 

II 2. Grade Placement for Three-Year Graduation Program 

Students enrolled In the three-year ACCEL 18-credlt diploma program shall be considered 
freshmen, sophomores, and juniors according to the same criteria that apply to students 
seeking a four-year diploma. Students In the 18 credit ACCEL diploma program, who have 17 or 
more credits at mid.year of their third year of high school and have met assessment 
requirements for graduation1 shall move to senior status. 

ll.:____Iermination of School Placement ?.!.A.fLe__J§__~-·---
A student who attains the age of 16 years during the school year is not subject to compulsory 
school attendance beyond the date upon which he or she attains that age if the student files a 
formal declaration of intent to terminate school enrollment with the district School Board. The 
declaration must acknowledge that terminating school enrollment is llkely to reduce the 
student's earning potential and must be signed by the student and the studenfs parent. The 
following steps must also be taken: 

• The school shall notify the student's parent of receipt of the student's declaration of 
Intent to terminate school enrollment. 

• The student1s guidance counselor or other school personnel shall conduct an exit 
interview with the student to determine the reasons for the student's decision to 
terminate school enrollment and actions that could be taken to keep the student in 
school. 

o The student shall be informed of opportunities to continue his or her education In a 
different environment, including, but not limited to, adult education and GED test 
preparation. 

• The student shall complete a survey to provide data on student reasons for terminating 
enrollment and actlons taken by schools to keep students enrolled. 

I 4. Parent/Guardian Role with Placement Decisions -·-·-·-----

Although final authority regarding placement remains with the Q-P-rincipal of the school, parents 
or guardians are encouraged to discuss any placement of concern with school officials and ask 
for an explanation of the placement. Parents may review the evidence the school used to make 
the placement decision. Suwannee County School District encourages parents to partner with 
school officials at any opportunity. 

Florida Statue 1003.3101 provides parents with additional educational choice options. Each 
school in Suwannee County School District has established a transfer process for a parent to 
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request his or her child be transferred to another classroom teacher. However, this section 
does not give the parent the right to choose a specific classroom teacher. 

To request such a transfer, a form is located in each school's front office. The parent should 
return the form to the School Prlnclpal. The form must include the parent's justification for the 
request and be dated approprlately. The school must approve or deny the transfer within two 
weeks of receiving the request. When a request Is denied1 the school will notify the parent and 
specify the reasons for the denial. See appendix A. 

State law provides the authority for placement of students with the school district. Placement is 
based on professional educators' evaluatlons of how well the student Is meeting the levels of 
performance for student progression. Such evaluations take Into account whether or not the 
student has the knowledge and skills to move on successfully to the more difficult work of the 
next grade or course. 

Parents may discuss a placement with school officlals and ask for an explanation of the 
placement1 and they may review the evidence the school used to make the placement. The 
Superintendent has designated the principal as the final authority in placement decisions. 
1012.28 (5), F.S. 

ffl 5. Placement for Stude"nts with Disabilities 

Students with disabillties shall be p!aced in appropriate courses as dictated by their lndivldual 
Education Plan (IEP). Specially designed instruction will be provided by a teacher certified in ESE 
or other service provider in the Least Restrictive Environment (LRE) as determined by the IEP 
team. In most cases, this will be in the regular educatlon classroom with their non-disabled 
peers but some students with disabilities may require instruction in a separate environment for 
some portion of the day. 

I 6. Placemen~ of English __ ~P.!:!.9.!!i!flf! =L·=••='="~•=rs~--- ·------·------
English language Learners (Ells} shall be placed in appropriate courses designed to provide 
English for Speakers of Other languages (ESOL) instruction In English and the basic subject 
areas of mathematics, science, social studies and computer literacy. 
The ELL Committee, which is composed of the principal or deslgnee1 an ESOL/language arts 
teacher1 the school counselor, and any other instructional personnel responsible for the 
Instruction of English Language Learners, shall make recommendations concerning the 
appropriate placement1 promotion and retention of English language Learners. A parent or 
guardian of any students being reviewed shall be invited to participate in the meetings. 
Criteria to be utilized in making appropriate placement decisions include: 

• academic performance and progress of a student based on formal and/or alternative 
assessments In English and/or the student's native language1 

• progress, attendance and retention reports, and 

• number of years the student has been enrolled In the ESOL Program. 
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The Suwannee County School District ESOL Plan may be accessed under English for Speakers of 
Other languages (ESOL) at: http://www.suwannee.kl2.fl.us/t1tle-lli-esol. 
Att13://s1.JwaAAee .. k12.fl.1:ts'title iii esel. 

When new students arrive to Suwannee County School District from other countries without -----1 Formatted: No underline, Font color: Auto 

~pproprlate educatlonal documentation (transcripts, report cards), the student w!II be placed in 

an age appropriate setting'.lc Placement may not be made_solely upon Engllsh Language___ .-- -1 L :.:'"c.'m='"c:':cd"..', '°=n'c'C'°:c'"c."'..'.A:::"'c:• ________ _J 

proficiency. 

lL_ _Placement for Dependent Children of Military Personnel 

Florida Statute 1000.36 provides for placement of dependent children of military personnel. 
Appllcatlon of the Interstate Compact on Educational Opportunity for Military Chlldren is 
provided to remove barriers to educational success imposed on children of milltary families 
because of frequent moves and deployment of their parents. This section is applicable to the 
children of members of the uniformed services who: 

• are active-duty, including members of the National Guard and Reserve on active-duty 
orders, 

• are severely injured and medically discharged or retired -for a period of one year 
• die on active duty or as a result of injuries sustained on active dUty-for a period of one 

year after death. 

This section does not apply to the children of: 

• lnactive members of the National Guard and military reserves 

• members of the uniformed services now retired (except as stated) 

• veterans of uniformed services (except as stated) 

• other United States Department of Defense personnel and other federal agency civilian 
and contract employees not defined as active-duty members of the uniformed services. 

This section provides that students who meet the above conditions are assured the following: 

• A student whose parents cannot produce an officlal set of educatlonal records for 
enrollment, the student shall enroll and be appropriately placed based on the 
information ln unoffic!al records pending validation of the official records as soon as 
possible. 

• A student who ls transferring shall be provided a set of unofficial records in order to 
enroll under the provisions of thls policy by the receiving educational agency. A student 
who transfers during the school year shall be placed in courses and/or programs based 
on the student's enrollment in the sending state school or educational assessments 
conducted at the school In the sending state, If the courses are offered. The school in 
the receiving state is not precluded from performing subsequent evaluations to ensure 
appropriate placement and continued enrollment of the student in the courses and or 
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programs. Such programs include, but are not limited to: gGlfted and talented 
programs and English as a second language. 

_• _A student whose parent Is transferring or pending transfer to a military installation 
within Florida will be considered a resident ofthe school district and will be provided 
preferential treatment In the controlled open enrollment process. 1003.05 F.S. 

1/1.WC-8. Placement in Virtual Instruction 

Section 1003.498, F.S., establishes virtual school as an educational choice and an acceleration 
option for students. 

Suwannee County School District offers Suwannee Virtual School {SVS) as the provider of first 
choice for virtual instruction; however, for situations In which SVS cannot fulfill the need, 
students may qualify to access the services of other state approved virtual providers. Students 
with limited or no access to a speclflc course are given priority for enrollment. 

Virtual Education may be appropriate for students with med!cal or behavior issues that may 
limit success in the traditional classroom, students who need slng!e subject acceleration, or for 
students needing a more flexlble schedule due to training or other extra-curricular endeavors. 
Parents should confer with their student's school counselor to determine whether the course 
selected is approprlate for the student based on the student's academic history. 

Ellgibillty for participation in K-12 virtual Instruction is governed bys. 1002.455. All students, 
including home education and private school students, are eligible to participate in any of the 
following virtual instruction options: 

o School district operated part-time or full-time kindergarten through grade 12 

virtual instruction programs under s. 1002.455 (1). 

o Full-time virtual charter school instruction authorized under s.1002.33 to 

students within the school district or to students in other school districts 

throughout the state pursuant to s.1002.31. 

o Virtual courses offered in the course code directory to students within the school 

district or to students in other school districts throughout the state pursuant to 

s. 1003.498. 

o Florida Virtual School instructional services authorized under s.1002.37. 

+------i Forma~ed: Indent;· Left: O.~ .. ,--'~~-~-~ll~ts or rmmb~ring -

+------i Formatted: Normal, No bulle~ ~r-~~~~-~~g·. 

Private sEReel 13J:articipation in Suwannee County'.s virtual program is open to home education .. ---1 Formatted: Font color: Auto 
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attending a ,R~~~?~_E: _~~ht?.~~-~~-?-~~-~ [ ~ !?_~!e_ 9 !e re3_§ e Fl s_i 8 ~~ _ 1_~ !_ Y_E:~!t'!'.~~ g ~ UR~ ~!~i~X~?X ~?. ~ici_!?at~ ___ -~--- -- >"''°::;'m::;•:;:tt::;•::•:.:• '.::'"c:',;:;'°;c''c:",;:;A:;"'°"----------< 
In courses through Suwannee Virtual School if the private school principal submits a written ·_-,..,_ Formatted: Fontcolor:Auto 
request to the Director of School Choice. The request must be approved by the Director of ==='--'-====~~~--~-~ 
School Choice prlorto enrollment,T ------1 Formatted: Font color: Black 

is limiteEI te stuEleAts eRrelleEI IA a 13rlvate seflee! tflat eeRtrasts fer virt1.1al serviees freffi tfle ~===-~==-~------~ 
Elistri1:t. Alse, studeRts atteREliRg 13ri1 •ate s1:Fleel 1.1siRg a MeKay £eflelarsAi13 rnay a Aly !3artiei13ate 
iA twe virtual e!asses 13er year witfl tfle seflee! Elistri-Gt,-er tRey jeeparEl!ze tRe status sf tReir 
seRelarsRip . 

.£tuEleRts emelled iA 13ri••ate seReel us!Rg a FaFAlly EFRf.lewerFAeAt SeRelaFSAif.l are Ast eligllale ts 
13artiei13ate iR virt1.1al iAstrnetisA previEleEI By SC.£Q. Referte tRe f"lsriEla Qe13artFF1eRt sf 
l!El1.1eatieR's Elee1.1meAt SA freeiueRtly askeEI q1.1estieRs fer FAere Eletails. 

When these students seek to enroll in an online course offered by another district1 both 
districts should be involved In the enrollment process and acknowledge the requirements 
related to eligibility and funding before the student is allowed to enroll in the course. 

Principals and school counselors will determine if placement in virtual instruction is appropriate 
academically for the student based on course prerequisites, the student's academic history, the 
student's age, and the appropriateness of the course for the student. Enrollment in virtual 
school must be approved by the student's school counselor prior to the start of a new 
semester. Students that have previously enrolled in a vlrtual course and did not successfully 
complete the course with a passing grade will not be approved by their school counselor for 
another virtual course until the next school year. This is to prevent students from negatively 
Impacting their academic course history and GPA by repeatedly being unsuccessful in a virtual 
school environment. 

Schools may not deny placement in a virtua! course offered when the QP-rlncipal and/or school 
counselor indicates that placement ln a virtual course is appropriate, even if the school offers 
the same course. However, once a semester has begun and the regular drop period has passed 
a student may not withdraw from a school course to enroll in the same course online. 
Students may not simultaneously be placed in the same course at a district school and a virtual 
school. Schools shall make every effort for a student to access virtual coursework on site 
before, during or after the school day. 

Addltlonal Information is available in the Florida Public Virtual Schools Question and Answers, 
available at the FDOE Virtual Instruction webpage https://www.fldoe.org/schools/school-
choice/virtual-eduL~~~trh!·~~~,:~-flG~~.erg§el:ie_el~1'virt1:1aJ _______ --· ________________________ _ 
-sffiOO+.Shttp s :ljwww. fl do e.o rg/ schoo Is/ s choo !-choice/vi rtua 1-ed u/ In addition, Suwannee 
Virtual School Information is available at l=ttt13://i••wv•.s1:1waAAee.k12.fl.1.1s. 
www.suwannee.k12.fl.us. -----------··------
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Students may enroll during open enrollment windows. Virtual enrollment guidance ls available 
from the SVS Coordinator/Guidance Counselor at 386-647-4243. 

l#.-9. ~Placement of Students on Community Control 

For information regarding procedures when students are placed on community control please 

refer to Florida Statute 948.101, Terms and Conditions of Community Control and Florida 
Statute 948.03, Terms and Conditions of Probation. Florida Statute 948.03 specifically states 
that the court shall determine the terms and conditions of probatlon. Conditions specified in 
this section do not require oral pronouncement at the time of sentencing and may be 
considered standard conditions of probation. 

IH,--10. Initial Placement of Homeless Students 

The Suwannee County Schoo! District adheres to the McKinney-Vento Homeless Education 
Assistance Improvements Act of 2001, US Code-Section 11302. Homeless students shall be 
permitted to enroll In the Suwannee County Public Schools as per definltlon In US Code-Section 
11302. They shall not be placed in a separate school or program within a school based on their 
homeless status, and shall be provided services comparable to those offered to other students 
enrolled in the school. 

It is the responsibility of the enrolling school to WR-ta€t-immedlately contact the school last 
attended by the homeless student to obtaln relevant records. If the student needs to obtain 
immunization records, the enrolling schoo! shall refer the student immediately to the school 
nurse for assistance. A homeless student shall be permitted to enroll immediately, even if the 
student is unable to produce records normally required for enrollment. This includes, but Is not 
limited to, records such as previous academic records, medical and immunization records, and 
proof of residency. 

Homeless children must have access to a free public education and must be admitted to school 
in the school dlstrlct 1n which they or their famllies llve. A homeless child shall be granted a 
temporary exempt!on from entrance requirements for 30 school days. 

A homeless student is defined as a chlld or youth who: 

similar reason; doubled up 

• ls living in a Gear, park, temporary traller par!< or campground due to lack of adequate 

housing, public space, abandoned building, substandard housing, public or private place 

not designed for or ordinarlly used as a regular sleeping accommodation for human 

beings or similar settings. 

• is living in a .!=!hotel or motel. 
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• is aAwaiting foster placement. 

Meets one of the criteria above and is not in the physical custody of a parent or a guardian 
{unaccompanied youth). 

A "certified homeless youth" is a minor who is homeless, including an unaccompanied youth, 
who has been certified as homeless or unaccompanied by: 

• a school district homeless lialson, 

• the director of an emergency shelter program funded by the US Department of Housing 
and Urban Development, or 

• the director of a runaway or homeless youth basic center or transitional llving program 
funded by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.1~82.9"2 F.,.) 

A certified homeless youth has addltional rights to certified copies of the birth certificate 
(382.0255 F.S.), and to have the dlsabllitles of non-age removed if the student Is 16 years of age 
or older 1743.015 f.5.). 

mBC'1c,3,:. ::;.1c,1c,.. __ r_A,._Jt.,eacrnc,_a.,_,tl.ve Placement for Students Retained Two or More Years 

An alternative placement shall be offered for a student who has been retained two o_r more 
years. The alternative placement shall provide the student with intensive, differentiated 
Instruction designed to remediate the student1s academic deficiencies and shall include 
opportunities for the student to be placed in small group Instructional settings. The alten:iative 
placement shall, under most circumstances, be at the student 1s home zoned school but may 
Involve placement at a district-designated site. The alternative placement may not be a 
placement In a regular program at a higher grade. The Instructional process may be facilitated 
through onl!ne instruction . 

.,l!_e1:-,4c:. :,1,a2·~~Alternative Program Placement 

A student shall be Identified as eligible for an alternative program placement based on one or 
more of the following criteria: 

• The student is academically unsuccessful as evidenced by low test scores, retention, 
failing grades, low GPA, falling behind in earning credits, or not meeting state or 
district levels in reading, math, writing, social studies, or science. 

• The student has a pattern of excessive absenteeism or has been identified as a 
habitual truant. 

_, _The student has a history of disruptive behavior in school or has committed an 
offense that warrants out of school suspension or expulsion from school according 
to the district code of student conduct 

Students enrolling In Suwannee County School District coming from previous special facility 
educational institutions may be placed in the Suwannee County School District Opportunity 
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Schoo! tf determined appropriate Reeessary by the School Principal and approved by the School 
Choice Committee. 
, rnreeter ef £t1,1EleRt £ep•iees, a AEI 9ireGter ef £sl=teel Cl=teise. 

• * Alternative placement for any student with an IEP/504 plan will be determined by the 
IEP/504team. 

l-14----13. Placement of Pregnant, Married or Parenting Students 

Florida Statute 1003.21i 1003.54 ~ Students who are married or pregnant shall not be 
prohibited from attending school. These students and students who are parents shall receive 
the same educational Instruction o(lts equivalent as other students, but they may voluntarily 
be assigned to a class or program suited to their special needs. Pregnant or parenting teens 
may participate in a teenage parent program. 

D #.----14. No Social Promotion/Administrative Placement 

Florida Statute 1008.25 (6)(a) prohibits the assignment of a student to a grade level based 
solely on age or other factors that constitute social promotion or administrative placement at 
the next grade level without regard for student mastery of the appropriate State Standards . 

• [gc:i;.,_:·,sc"'.==T_:_:_:ra:::n_::s:::f-=e-'-rs and Withdrawals 

Suwannee County School District is accredited though Cognia {formerly AdvancED), and as such 
certain rules pertain to the acceptance of transfer credits. 

A Cognla school shall accept and classify transfer credits earned or grade placement from 
schools that are accredited by a recognized, regional or state accrediting agency without 
further validation based on the Suwannee County School Board policies. Recognized regional 
accrediting agencies are listed in Cognia Policies under credits or grade placement at 
https: //home. cogn i a .o rg/ #/registry. 

Students transferring into the district once the school year has begun may be assessed in 
reading and math to determine reading proficiency and to ensure proper course and remedial 
instruction placement, if prior academic and assessment records are not transferred with the 
student. Students will be placed into m!dd!e or high school courses based on mastery of 
standards. 

Students transferring credits into Suwannee County School District will be subject to the 
current course credit non-weighted grade scale approved by the Suwannee County School 
Board and in alignment with Florlda Department of Education course code directory. 

If a letter grade is assigned, that grade is entered in our system1 even if the grading scale from 
which the student transferred is not equivalent to Suwannee County School District's grading 
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scale. If only a numerical grade is provided and no grading scale ls provided, our scale Is applied 
to the student record. 

When in-progress course grades are transferred, numerical grades will be entered if available. If 
only letter grades are available, the highest numerical grade on the Suwannee County School 
District's grading scale associated with the letter grade will be used. 

I_ 1. Transfers of Grade 11/12 Students from Out of Statel,=C~o~un~t~ry,__ _______ _ 

Florida Statute 1003.433 (1) refers to Out of State or Out of Country Transfer Students In Grade 
11 or Grade 12. Transfer students who enter a Florida public school at the eleventh or twelfth 
grade from out of state or from a foreign country shall not be required to spend additional time 
In a Flor!da public school in order to meet the high school course requirements if the student 
has met all the requirements of the school district, state or country from 
which he or she is transferring. Such students who are not proficient in English shall receive 
immediate and Intensive instruction in English language acquisition. However, to receive a 
standard high school diploma, a transfer student must earn a 2.0 grade point average and pass 
the state assessments In reading and mathematics required for graduation. 

I $.----2. Transfers ~ate-Jn-t!l.e-Y~!ff 

The promotion of students transferring into Suwannee County School District during th~ last 
grading period shall be determined primarily by the grades and records received from the' 
sending school. 

I .6-,.-_3. ___ Transfers of Withdrawn Students Over the. Compulso!Y_§_E.Qool Ag~--·---

A student who withdraws from a regular school program with seventeen (17) or more credits 
may have the option of either entering the regular high school credit earning program or the 
GED preparatory program. 

• A student who withdraws from a regular high school program with fewer than 
seventeen (17) credits shall be placed In the GED preparatory program at the 
discretion of the Principal. 

• If the student Is under the age of eighteen, he/she may be granted an age waiver 
after a minimum ofthlrty (30) days in the GED preparatory program and successful 
completlon of all age waiver requirements. 

I 7. 1.__ __ Florida's _State Uniform Tr!! .. !! .. ~.~r of SJ_£!.£!!!f.1~----------
Florida State Board of Education Rule GA-1.09941 establishes State Uniform Transfer 
procedures relating to the acceptance of transfer work and courses for students entering 
Florida's public schools. 
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G~· Uniform Transfer of Credits in Middle School 

Successful completion of courses for grades 6, 7, and 8 shall be accepted or validated through 
performance during the first grading period as spelled out below. 

Grades earned and offered for acceptance shall be based on official transcripts and shall be 
accepted at face value subject to validation ff required by the receiving school's accreditation. 

If validation of the official transcript ls deemed necessary, or if the student does not possess an 
official transcript or ls a home education student, successful completion of courses shall be 
valldated through performance during the first grading period. Validation of courses shall be 
based on performance in classes at the receiving school. 

A student transferring into a school shal! be placed at the appropriate sequential course level 
and should be passing each r~quired course at the end of the first grading period. 

Students who are not passing the sequential course at the end of the first grading period shall 

have courses validated using the state's..,,Alternatlve Validation Procedure_methods below_as __ __.---~L'-''"~""cc'="=•cc••cc•~'"~''"'~''"'-----~~--
determined by the principal1 teacher1 and parent: 

(a) Portfolio evaluatlon by the superintendent or deslgnee; 
(b) Demonstrated performance !n courses taken at other public or private accredited 
schools; 
{c) Demonstrated proficiencies on nationally-normed standardized subject area 
assessments; 
(d) Demonstrated proficiencies on statewlde1 standardized assessment, or 
{e) Written review of the criteria utilized for a given subject provided by the former 
school. 

Students must be provided at least ninety (90) days from date of transfer to prepare for 
assessments. Specific Authority 1003.4156(3), 1003.25(3) FS. law lm~lemeateel 1003.25(3) FS. 

I b. Uniform Transfer of High School Credits 

Credits and grades earned and offered for acceptance shall be based on official transcripts and 
shall be accepted at face value subject to validation. If val!dation of the official transcript is 
deemed necessary, or if a student does not possess an official transcript or is a home education 
student, credits shall be validated through performance during the first grading period as 
outlined below. Assessment requirements for transfer students under Section 1003.4282, F.S. 
must be satisfied. 

Validation of credits shall be based on performance in classes at the receiving school. A student 
transferring Into a school shall be placed at the appropriate sequential course level and should 
have a minimum grade point average of 2.0 at the end of the first grading period. Students 
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who do not meet this requirement shall have credits validated using the Alternative Validation 
Procedure. 
Alternative Validation Procedure for High School Credits - If validation on performance as 
described above ls not satisfactory, then any one of the following alternatives shall be used for 
validation purposes as determined by the teacher, principal, and parent: 

1. Portfolio evaluatlon by the superintendent or designee, 
2. Written recommendation by a Florlda certified teacher selected by the parent and 
approved by the principal, 
3. Satisfactory performance in courses taken through dual enrollment or at other public 
or private accredited schools, 
4. Satisfactory performance on nationally normed standardized subject area assessments, 
5. Satisfactory performance on a statewide, standardized assessment, or 
6. Written review of the criteria utilized for a given subject provided by the former school. 

Students must be provided at least ninety (90} days from date of transfer to prepare for 
assessments outlined in subparagraphs (1)(c)3.1 and 4. and (2}(c)4. and 5., of this rule If required. 

! c. Suwannee County School District- Po~tfolio Evaluation Procedures 

Portfolio Validation: The school shall convene a review committee which may consist of.the 
assistant prlncipal with curriculum responsibilities; the guidance counselor; the principal or 
designee; the student and, if requested by the school1 the district curriculum speciallst(s) In the 
particular content area(s). The student shall present a work portfolio. ln it will be 
demonstrations of standards, content mastery, test scores, products and/or projects. The 
review committee shall Interview the student1 discuss accomplishment of course outcomes and 
review mastery exhibits. The committee shall then do one of two things: 

1. Award the; credit and verify the grade based on the interview and review of the 
portfollo, or 
2. Require that the student demonstrate mastery on an end-of-course assessment used 
at the school or published commercially. If a student takes and demonstrates mastery on 
an end-of-course assessment, credit shall be awarded. If a student does not demonstrate 
mastery, credit shall be withheld. 
3. Written review of the criteria utilized for a given subject provided by the former school. 

School attendance in Florida is required by law according to Florida Statute 1003.21. All 
children between th~ ages of 6 {by February 1} and 16 are required to attend school regularly 
during the entire school term. For specific information about attendance please see the 
Student Code of Conduct on the District website: www.suwannee.k12.f1.us/student-services. 
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[II SPECIALPROGRAMS 

I A. Home Education Student Participati_o::_:.:.n ____________ ......JI' 
1006.15 F.S., 1002.41 F.S. Students registered In the home education program may participate 
In public school interscholastic and intra-scholastic extracurricular activities. However, publlc 
schools may are l:IAEler Re el31igat1eA ta provide home education students access to classes, 
programs, services, or other educational opportunities. Suwannee County School District allows 
for part-time attendance of home school students in on-campus classes when space and 
scheduling provides the opportunity. Part time eRrsllFAeRt is Aet availal31e fur wivate sel:isel 
stuEleRts. 

Course requests may be made for courses for which vacancy exists. The school principal retains 
all rights to course assignment based on availability related to class-size reduction and other 
program enrollment caps. Full time public school students will be given priority for course 
placement. Course assignments for home school students will take place after the principal has 
determined that other full-time public school students have had their course requests met. 

Home school students may register and enroll as a part-time student at the beglnnlng of a 
semester and not after the drop/add period. For Information regarding exact dates for each 
semester, contact the school's guidance department. Shall a horile education student become 
non-compllant and ordered back to full-time public school, after a drop/add period; the school 
may enroll the student in an academic credit recovery alternative program for the dur2ltion of 
the semester ln whlch they enter. 

Should a part-time home school student wish to enroll ful!time In the public school program, 
grade placement wlll be determined according to the State of Florida's Uniform Transfer Rule. 

Home school students taking part-time courses In a public school must complete and satisfy all 
admission and compliance paperwork. Students must comply with all district disciplinary and 
attendance policles. Schools reserve the right to drop home school students from enrollment 
should the student become non-compliant with district disciplinary and attendance policles. In 
addition, should the student earn less than a grade of "C" for the 9 week period a school may 
withdraw the home school student from participation in that course. 

For more information, visit FLDOE Office of Independent and Parental Choice Website at 

~https;ljwww.fldoe.org/schools/school-choice register for home education, contact the 

office of Home Education in the Suwannee County School District at 

http :/Jwww. s u wan nee. k 12. fl. us/ho m e-ed uca ti on -info rm ation. 
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(.B. Hospital Homebound 

A homebound or hospitalized student is a student who has a medically diagnosed injury, a 
chronic physical/psychiatric condition, or has repeated Intermittent illness due to a persisting 
medlcal problem. The condition, illness or medical problem confines the student to home or 
hospital and restricts activities for an extended period. A physician llcensed In the state of 
Florida makes the medical diagnosis. "A physician llcensed in the state of Florida" as used ln this 
rule, ls one who is qualified to assess the student's physlcal or mental condition. Students are 
dismissed from the program when the physician recommends that the student no longer 
requires partlclpation fn the program and is ready to return to school. 

The medical statement is required to determine eligibility. The medical statement must be 
from a physician llcensed in the state of Florida, including a description of the dlsabllng 
condition or diagnosis with any medlcal impllcatlons for instruction. The report must state that 
the student Is unable to attend school and gives an estimated duration of condition or 
prognosis. Students are eligible for services from their third birthday until they graduate 
(receive a standard diploma or G.E.D.) or until their 22nd birthday. An Individual Education Plan 
(IEP) shall be developed or revised prior to assignment to the homebound or hospitalized 
program placement. The medical statement must be updated each school year. 

Hospital/homebound students are eligible for the FSAfFAST /FSAA wciiver only if they have been 
found eligible for special education services through an eligible disability program in addition to 
hospital/homebound. For additional information on the SCSD hospital homebound program, 
please contact the Office of Student Services at (386) 647-46J1,_G&. 

r C .. Virtual .Instruction Program···~··~~~~.~··············--~~-··· 
I 1. Full-Time Virtual Partic!P.ation 

~. Suwannee Virtual School (SVS) 

Students in grades 6-12 that wish to take classes full-time through a virtual environment should 
contact Suwannee Virtual School to discuss enrollment and options. Suwannee Virtual School is 
Cognia (formerly AdvancED) accredited and can provide for a fully recognized high school 
diploma. SVS full-time students do not participate in classes or events at other Suwannee 
County traditional schools unless prior arrangements have been made with the traditional 
school principal. 

Suwannee Virtual School full-time students will take assessments in the district's assessment 
lab, as directed by the SVS Coordinator. 

Full-time SVS students may participate In sports and extracurricular activities at their home
zoned school. NCAA division I and II prospective student athletes should consult NCAA initlal 
eligibility requirements regarding virtual courses. Full-time Vlrtual School students must follow 

DRAFT Suwannee County School District:--
2029 2:92:1 Secondary Student Progression Plan 

Page 29 

-99-



the same guidelines relative to GPA, FHSAA guidelines, and "try-out" procedures Instituted at 
the schools. 

lliFtt::1al ssl=leels will 13."'agress me Riter laAgt::1age arts stt::1EfeRts seerlRg laelew graele le"e1 eA U1e 
state reaeliRg assessrAeAt as writteA IA tJ:,e Ellstriets 13regress rAeRiteriAg 13laA. (State BearEI Rblle 
6A 6.0§1) 

fl 4.---2. Part-Time Virtual Participation 

I a. Suwannee Virtual School (SVS) or other State V_:_:i:::_rt:_:u:::a:::_l ::_P_:_ro::.:VI:.:·:_:de:::rc:s ______ _ 

As stipulated by the Florida K-20 Education Code (s.1002.20), parents have the right to choose 
educational options such as Suwannee Vlrtual School {SVS) or other state virtual providers for 
their children. A student's full-time school may not deny access to virtual courses offered by 
SVS or other state virtual providers assuming that the desired online course(s} is an appropriate 
course placement based on the student's academic history, grade level, and age. The 
traditional principa I shall be the final approver of virtual school coursework taken outside of the 
regular school day. 
The School Board shall provide students with access to enroll in courses available through the 
SVS and shall award credit for successful comp!etion of such courses. Access shall be available 
to students during or after the normal school day and throughout the summer. Students 
wishing to take courses from SVS must work closely with their guidance counselors to ensure 
that courses flt in their learning path. Schools shall make every effort for a student to access 
SVS coursework on site for a student whose placement in an online course during the school 
day as appropriate. 

In determining if a virtual course is appropriate for a student, the set of guidelines below shall 
help counselors monitor success and keep students from getting overwhelmed in the online 
coursework. 

These guldelines are; 
• The first time a student enrolls ln a virtual course, only one course may be approved. 

(Part-time virtual) 
• In order to be approved for a second onllne course, the student must have successfully 

completed their first course on!ine. 
• No more than 2 virtual courses can be approved for summer completion unless 

requested by school administration. 
• If a student is unsuccessful in a virtual course, he/she must wait until the next school 

year to be approved for another attempt at an online course. 
• Due to the amount of independent reading in virtual courses, It is strongly suggested 

(but not required) that students have a 2.0 or higher GPA OR a score of level 3 on the 
state reading assessment to enroll In an off-campus virtual course. 

• A student may not be enrolled in the same course online and at the traditional school at 
the same time. 
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• A student may not withdraw from a traditional course outside of the drop/add window 
and request placement in an online course without extenuating clrcumstances and 
permission from the traditlonal school principal. 

Part-time virtual students enrolled In a virtual course which requires a state end-of-course 
assessment (EOC) are required to take the EOC.:, witA tAeir Asffie zeAeEI seAeel. 

I b. Virtual/Online Course Graduation Requirement 

Florida Statue 1003.4282 (4) specifies that at least one eliglble course of the requlred 24 
graduation credits must be completed through onllne or blended learning. Suwannee County 
School District has partnered with online and blended instruction providers throughout the 
state to ensure that students are able to meet this requirement. Many courses offered in the 
traditlonal school setting are offered through a blended learning platform, and may satisfy the 
onllne course requirement. 

Suwannee Virtual School (SVS) is the virtual provider of first choice for Suwannee County 
students; however ln situations in which SVS cannot fulfill the need, students may qualify to 
access the services of other state virtual education providers. 

NCAA division I and II prospective student athletes should consult NCAA initial eligibility 
requlrements regarding virtual courses. 

l~~-- ~~~!_nal ~~~__!:~.!~_f ~-~~_Op~~~~.~ ···-·-·····-···-·------ ___ -··-·----------------·-···-···-·---------
Virtua ! Learning Labs have been established at each secondary school to assist in student access 
to virtual courses. Students enrolled ln these labs will be held to daily class attendance 
requirements even if the course is completed prior to the end of the enrolled semester, unless 
a student has met graduation requirements as a result of completing the online course(s). 

Students must meet w!th school counselor to determine If placement in a vlrtual course is 
academically appropriate for the student based on course prerequisites, the student's academic 
history and age and appropriateness of the course for the student1s !earning path. All courses 
must be approved by the counselor. See the PartwTime Virtual Enrollment section for additional 
lnformatlon and guidelines. 

lf a student Is taking a course In a Virtual Learning Lab, on the school campus, the student must 
be making adequate progress in the course with a grade of C or higher within the first two 
weeks or they may be withdrawn and rescheduled. 

j d. Credit Recovery Lab Options ·---------

A review of student academic and attendance records will be conducted prior to the start of 
school and at the end of each semester. Students meeting the criteria listed below shall be 
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considered for an opportunity to participate in the Academic Recovery Labs. These labs are an 
option, not a requirement for students: 

• who are not on schedule to graduate with their cohort- short in credits, 

• with a GPA below a 2.0-in danger of not graduating, or 

• who meet one or more of the grade forgiveness criteria. 

Students should move through the correct progression of the curriculum before the academic 
grade recovery lab is allowed when the GPA is above a 2.0. Students must receive a grade of D 
or Fin order to retake a class. 

Due to National Collegiate Athletic Association {NCAA) eligibility requirements, academic 
recovery lab courses are not recommended for prospective NCAA Division I and ll athletes. For 
additional information, see: http:ljwww.ncaa.org.f 

~ Foreign EXchange Program 
·------------------------1 

The following guidelines have been established for foreign exchange students: 

• All foreign exchange students shall be assigned to grade 11 and must complete a 
Home Language Survey. 

• No foreign exchange students shall receive a Suwannee County high school diploma 
nor particlpate In the graduation ce~emony. 

• Specific courses shall be provided to foreign exchange students on a space available 
basis. 

• It is recommended that foreign exchange students take U.S. History and English 
classes. 

• Foreign exchange students may be eligible to participate in sports and activities 
provided they meet Florida High School Athletic Association (FHSAA) or a sponsoring 
organization's rules and regulations. 

• Foreign exchange students are subject to all school and district rules and 
regulations. 

• Host parents must accept all responsibilit!es for foreign exchange students Including, 
but not limited to, conferences with school staff. 

• High schools may llm!t the number of foreign exchange students they admit based 
on class size and/or total student enrollment. 

• Foreign exchange students must be fluent in English prior to enrollment; therefore 
they should not be tested for qualification of ESOL service. 

• Tuition may be charged for the enrollment of foreign exchange students. Foreign 
students who have received a high school diploma1 or its equlvalent, in their home 
country are not eligible to be foreign exchange students. 

• Foreign exchange students shall not be credit earning students and are admitted as 
cultural experience students only. 
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1111. CURR.ICULUM AND INSTRUCTION 

£A:: Middle School Program J 
Consistent with school board rules and in accordance with Florida Statute 1012.28 {5), the 
Superintendent has designated the principal of the school as the final authority In the 
placement of students !n programs or classes. 

Mlddle School course requirements are specified in Florida Statute 1003.4156. 

In order for a student to be promoted to high school from a school that includes middle grades 
61 7, and 8, the student must successfully complete the followlng courses which may include 
high school courses for high school credit: 

• Three mlddle grades or higher courses in English Language Arts (ELA). 
• Three middle grades or higher courses in mathematics. 

Each school that includes mlddle grades must offer at least one high school level 
mathematics course for which students may earn high school credit. 
Successful complet!on of a high school level Algebra I or Geometry course Is not 
contingent upon the student's performance on the statewide, standardized end-of
course (EOC) assessment. 
To earn high school credit for Algebra I, a middle grades student must take the 
statewide, standardized Algebra I EOC assessment and pass the course, and in 
addition, beginning with the 2013-2014 school year and thereafter, a student's 
periormance on the Algebra I EOC assessment constitutes 30 percent of the 
student's final course grade. 
To earn high school credit for a Geometry course1 a middle grades student must 
take the statewide, standardized Geometry EOC assessment, which constitutes 30 
percent of the student's final course grade, and earn a passing grade in the course. 

Three mlddle grades or higher courses In social studies. 
One of these courses must be at least a one-semester civics education course that 
Includes the roles and responsibilities of federal, state, and local governments; the 
structures and functions of the legislative, executive, and Judlcial branches of 
government; and the meaning and significance of historic documents, such as the 
Articles of Confederation, the Declaration of Independence, and the Constitution of 
the United States. All instructlonal materials for the civics educatlon course must be 
reviewed and approved by the Commissioner of Education, ln consultation with 
organizations that may include, but are not limited to, the Florida Joint Center for 
Citizenship, the Bill of Rights Institute, HIiisdaie College, the Glider Lehrman 
Institute of American History, iCivics, and the Constitutional Sources Pr0Ject1 and 
with educators, school administrators, postsecondary education representatives, 
elected officials, business and industry leaders, parents, and the public. Any errors 
and inaccuracies the commissioner Identifies in state-adopted materials must be 
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corrected pursuant to s. 1006.35. After eoAsblltiRg witR Sb1€Fl eAtlties aREI iREliviEl1o1als, 
tRe semFflissioRer sAall revlew tRe rnrreAt state a1313roveEI eivies eElb1€atioR eoblrse 
iRstrnetioRal materials aAEI tAe test SJ:leGiFiEatioAs for tRe statew!Ele, stanElarElizeEI 
egc assessFfleAt iA Givies eElbleatioR aREI sRall Fflal~e reGOFAFfleRelatioAs for 
im13reveFfleRts to tAe materials aAE:I test sr,eelfieatioRs Sy 9eGeFfl8er :H, 2Q19. By 
9eGem8er e1, 2Q2Q, tAe ele13artmeRt sAall eom13lete a review of tAe statewlEle eiviGs 
e€1b!GatieA ee1:1rse staAElarEls. 
Each student's performance on the statewide, standardized EOC assessment 1n 
civics education required under s. 1008.22 constitutes 30 percent of the student's 
final course grade. 
A middle grades student who transfers into the state's public school system from 
out of country, out of state, a private school, or a home education program after 
the beginning of the second term of grade 8 is not required to meet the civics 
education requirement for promotion from the middle grades if the student's 
transcript documents passage of three courses in social studies or two year-long 
courses In soclal studies that include coverage of civics education. 

Three middle grades or higher courses in science. 
Successful completion of a high school level Biology J course Is not contingent upon 
the student's performance on the statewide, standardized EOC assessment 
required under s.1008.22. However, beginning with the 2012-2013 school year, to 
earn high school credit for a Biology I course, a middle grades student must take the 
statewide, standardized Biology I EOC assessment, which constitutes 30 percent of 
the student's final course grade, and earn a passing grade in the course. 

One course in career and education p!annlng to be completed In grades 6, 7, or 8, which 

may be taught by any member of the instructional staff. 

The course must be Internet-based, customizable to each student, and include 

research-based assessments to assist students in determining educational and 

career options and goals. In addition, the course must result in a completed 

personalized academic and career plan for the student that may be revised as the 

student progresses through middle school and high school; must emphasize the 

Importance of entrepreneurship and employability skills; and must include 

information from the Department of Economic Opportunity's economic security 

report under s. 445.07. The required personalized academic and career plan must 

Inform students of high school graduation requirements, including a deta!led 

explanation of the requirements for earning a high school diploma designation 

under s.1003.4285; the requirements for each scholarship in the Florida Bright 

Futures Scholarship Program; state university and Florida College System institution 

admission requirements; available opportunities to earn college credit in high 
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school, includlng Advanced Placement courses; the International Baccalaureate 

Program; the Advanced International Certificate of Education Program; dual 

enrollment, including career dual enrollment; and career education courses, 

including career-themed courses, pre-apprenticeship and apprenticeship programs, 

and course sequences that lead to industry certification pursuant to s. 1003.492or 

s.1008.44. 

The course may be implemented as a stand-alone course or Integrated into another course or 

courses. 

Physical Education Requirement F.S.1003.455 -The equlvalent of one class period per day of 
physical education for one semester of each year is required for students enrolled in grades 6 
through 8. 

The physical education requirement shall be waived for a student who meets one of the 
following criteria; 

• The student is enrolled or required to enro!J in a remedial course. 

• The student1s parent Indicates in writing to the school that: 
o The parent requests that the student enroll in another course from among those 

courses offered as options by the school district; or 
o The student is participating in physical activities outside the school day which are 

equa! to or in excess of the mandated requirement. 

Students are required to receive 300 minutes of instruction during the school day. Physical 
activities outslde the school day do not release students from the 300 minutes of instruction 
requirement. A student must take an approved, alternative middle school course If physical 
education course Is waived. 

B 1. Co(lrse Placement 

Consistent with school board rules and in accordance with Florida Statute 1012.28 (5), the 
Superintendent has designated the prlnclpal of the school as the final authority in the 
placement of students In programs or classes. 

Ii 2. High School Credit in Middle School 

Florida Statutes 1003.4156, 1008.22{3) allow that middle school students may be enrolled 
appropriately in high school credit-earning courses. Courses will adhere to high school grading 
policies. 

Students taking Algebra I, Geometry, or Blology or an equivalent high school course in middle 
school must take the designated End-of-Course (EOC} assessment and the EOC score must be 
utilized as 30% of the final grade in the course. Passing the Algebra I EOC assessment is a high 
school graduation requirement. 

DRAFT Suwannee County School District_-- Page 35 
2Q2Q 2Q21 Secondary Student Progression Plan 

-105-



Middle school students earning high school credit shall simultaneously be credited with 
meeting the requirements for the appropriate corresponding pre~grade 9 courses. 

High school courses taken below grade 9 are included in student's cumulative GPA and may be 
used to satisfy high school graduation requirements and Bright Futures award requirements. 

L3. Middle School Mid-¥y_ear Promotion 

Micl-¥year Promotion of Retained Students from 6th to 7th or 7th to 8th 
In middle school, mld,.year promotion is defined as promotion of a retained student at any time 
during the year of retention once the student has successfully completed the four {4) core 
grade academic requirements {language arts, mathematics, science, social studies) of the 
preceding grade level. Student grade level classlficatlon at the end of the first semester will 
determine which grade level of the state assessment !s administered. 

Parents interested in mid,.year promotion options in middle grades should contact the school 
counselor for options ln scheduling. 

I 4. Middle G!ades_B_etention 

Middle Grades Retention may occur when the school1s instructional staff, through its Student 
Support Team or Its equivalent, determines that the student demonstrates the need for 
additional time to attain appropriate academic knowledge and sk!lls ln order to meet required 
district and/or state performance standards. A student who ls retained must be provided with 
instruct!onal experiences different from those fn the previous year1s program, taking into 
consideration the student's individual learning needs and learning style. Only in exceptional 
cases will a student be assigned to any one grade more than two consecutive years. The district 
shall provide an appropriate alternative placement for a student who has been retained two or 
more years. 

l_~l:'l_igh Sch<>ol Program 

l1__ Course Placement 

Consistent with school board rules and In accordance with Florida Statute 1012.28 {Sl, the 
Superintendent has destgnated the principal of the school as the final authority in the 
placement of students in programs or classes. 

Students will be placed !nto high school courses based on mastery of the appropriate standards 
in accordance with the student's learning path. The learning path Is comprised of the counselor 
graduation checklist/chart, the student/parent annua! course request form and 18 credit option 
notification form (if applicable). 

l.!· Course Drop/ Add Procedures --.---··- - - ---
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Schedule course change requests will be accepted within the first 5 school days of a new 
semester. Students are expected to follow their original schedule until receiving notification of 
a schedule change. Schedule changes wlll be processed within the first 10 days of the new 
semester. 

I b. Course Prerequisites 

Many courses offered by Suwannee County School District have prerequisites. These 
prerequisites must be honored unless the student gets permission for an exception based on a 
conference with a school committee which may be made up of teacher, guidance counselor, 
parent, or administration. 

I c. Enro11ment in Sequential Courses 

Subject-area courses that depend on sequentlal information are expected to be taken In 
sequential order. In such courses, a student who fails to pass may not be allowed to enroll in 
the next higher course level until the failed course has been remediated in an approved 
program successfully, by retaking the course during the regular school 

year, in Adult Education or in another traditional or virtual/onllne school. If a situation exists, 

which prevents a student from taking a course in sequence, the principal, or deslgnee, may 

grant an exception. 

U,_ Hjf!I!_ School Credit __________ · ________ _ 

j a. Definition of High School Credit 

Florida Statue 1003.436 (l)(a)(b) defines one high school credit as a minimum of 135 hours of 
bona fide instruction in a designated course of study which contains student performance 
standards. Courses taught in a block must contain a minimum 120 hours of bona fide 
instruction in a designated course of study. 

I b. Credit Acceleration Program 

As provided in Florida Statute 1003.4295 the Credit Acceleration Program {CAP) is created for 
the purpose of allowing a student to earn high school credit in courses required for high school 
graduation through passage of an endMofMcourse assessment administered under s.1008.22, an 
Advanced Placement Examination, or a College Level Examination Program (CLEP). 

High Schools shall advise each student of courses through which a high school student can earn 
college credit. In Suwannee County School District, students may earn college credit through 
Advanced Placement, dual enrollment, early admission, and career academy courses, as well as, 
through vlrtual offerings. For more Information, students and parents should contact the 
school counselor. 
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The district shall award course credit to a student who is not enrolled in the course, or who has 
not completed the course, if the student attains a passing score on the corresponding end-of
course assessment, Advanced Placement Examination, or CLEP. 

The requirements and e!lgibl!ity process is as follows: 

• The EOC will be administered only at the times established by the state assessment 
calendar. 

• The score necessary to earn credit will be determined by the state and applied in all 
situations. 

• Only credit (no grade) will be earned by meeting the passing score on the EOC. 

• If a student takes the EOC and does not earn credit, the student wil! not be eligible to 
apply for further CAP testing for the same course until additional preparation has been 
documented and evaluated. 

Publ!c school or home education students who are not enrolled in the course, or who have not 
completed the course must be permitted to take the assessment or examination during the 
regular administration of the assessment or examination. 

ft_3 .. Grade Averaging for Credit 

Florida Statute 1003.436 (2) -The school district maintains a one-half (.5) credit earned system; 
full courses will reflect two .5 credit awards. A student enrolled ln a full-year course wlll receive 
one-half (.5) credit If the student successfully completes either the first or second half of the 
course but fails the other half and the averaging of the grades obtained in each half would not 
result in a passing grade. 

A student enrolled ln a full-year course shall receive full credit if the student successfully 
completes either the first or the second half of a full-year course but fails to successfully 
complete the other half but the averaging of the numerical grades In each half results In a 
passing grade. 

A full-year course of study may be completed in one semester in block classes and in certain 
dua! enrollment classes. 

Students must meet addltiona[ School Board requirements successfully, such as class 
attendance, and other Indicators of performance. Course averaging for the purposes other 
than for course pass/fail shall be the responsibility of the parent and student to request course 
semester averaging. 

According to Florida Statute 1007.27(6), college credit by examination is the program through 
which postsecondary credit is earned based on the receipt of a specified minimum score on 
natlonally standardized general or subject area examinations (AP, JB, AICE). 
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Minimum scores required for an award of credit in Florida institutions are stated by the Florida 
State Board of Education in the statewide articulation agreement. There ls no guarantee that a 
col!ege will accept credits earned through this program. 

~ Volunteer and Non .. Academic Activity Credit 

A student may earn .5 elective credits for Voluntary Public Service {VPS). A minimum of 75 
hours of nonpa!d, voluntary community or school service Is required for credit. The school 
principal (or deslgnee) is responsible for approving specific volunteer activities. 

Examples of recommended categories of communlty service/volunteer hours include: 

• service to a governmental agency, 

• service to a not-for-profit local, national or international organization, 

• service to a school or school organization, 

• service to a rellglous organization, or 

• other as approved by the principal {or designee). 

All service/volunteer activities should be documented on the letterhead or approved form of 
the organization and presented to the appropriate person designated at each school. As was 
stated above, the principal (or designee) is responsible for approval of submitted community 
service/volunteer hours. 

For students that are interested In participating in community service or service learning, please 
discuss with your school counselor. 

----~----- ---
Student community servlce is defined as community serv!ce activities that are 
non-curriculum based and are recognized by and/or arranged through the school. The 
community service: 

• generally does not include explicit learning objectives or organized reflectlon or critical 
analysis activities, 

• may include activities that take place off of school grounds or may happen primarily 
within the school, 

• may be carried out as school-wide events, separately organized school programs, or 
projects conducted by school-sponsored clubs {i.e., Girls/Boys Clubs, National Honor 
Society), and 

• may not be earned for service required as part of a court action. 

Examples of community service activities could include cleaning up a local park, visiting the 
elderly, or collecting and distributing food to those in need. 

The hours that a high school student devotes to the Florida Debate Initiative, also known as the 
Central Florida Debate Initiative, the YMCA Youth and Government program, the American 

Legion Boys State program, the American Legion Girls State program, or other similar programs 
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approved by the commissioner shall count towards the service work requirement for the 
Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Program. F.S. ~ 

R C. Honors and Advanced Courses of Study 

Each high school offers Academically Challenging Curriculum to Enhance Learning (ACCEL) 
options: whole-grade and mid-year promotion, subject matter acceleration, virtual instruction 
In higher grade-level subjects, the Credit Acceleratlon Program, and early graduation. Specific 
options and details far each student are available from the guidance counselor at the school. 
{1002.3105 F.S., 1003.4281 F.S.) 

9 1. Honors or Advanced Course Definition 

The following types of courses are deemed honors or advanced level (not all types are offered 
in Suwannee County) and are subject to the placement criteria as cited: 

• Prellmlnary International Baccalaureate (Pre-18) courses, 
• International Baccalaureate {IB) courses, 
• International General Certificate of Secondary Education {IGCSE) courses, 
• Advanced International Certificate of Education {AICE) courses, 
• Dual Enrollment (DE) courses, 
• Advanced Placement {AP) courses, or 
• Honors level and AP courses offered by Florida Virtual School that are taken as part of a 

student's learning path. 

I 2. Honors or Advancecf. Course Placement 

The Suwannee County School District criteria for honors or advanced course placement are any 
one of the following: 

• Grades -A grade of C or better in the previous honors course. Students earning a 
grade of A 1n the previous standard course may be recommended for honors course 
placement. Teachers will conference with students to offer guidance for appropriate 
placement. 

• State Assessment - Level 4 or S(above grade level) in appropriate area on 
Mathematics for placement in honors mathematics and science classes on Reading 
for placement In honors English, social studies or foreign language. 

School administration and guidance counselors in consultation with teachers may 
admlnlstrat!vely allow placement in honors or advance courses. 

Parents may discuss a placement with school officials and ask for an explanation of the 
placement, and they may review the evidence the school used to make the placement. The 
Superintendent has designated the principal as the final authority in placement decisions. 
1012.28 (51, F.S. 
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I 3. Dropping Honors or Advanced Courses 

If a student is enrolled 1n an honors or AP full-credit course, the student may only drop the 
course within the first five class meetings, or he/she may NOT drop the course unt!I the end of 
the semester and only if the following conditions exist: 

• a grade of D or F 

• completion of a parent conference during each grading period 

• demonstration of the student seeking consistent academic asslstance 

• space avallable in a comparable course 

• other conditions with administrative approval. 

If a student is enrolled in an honors or AP half-credit course, the student may only drop the 
course after the end of the first nine weeks grading period and only lf the following conditions 
exist: 

• a grade of Dor F 
• completion of a parent conference 

• demonstration of the student seeking consistent academic assistance 
• space available in a comparable course 

• other conditions with administrative approval. 

fi5 . . Advanced Placement ... ...... ··-··-·-·------·---· ··-·. ·-····. ·-- - . ' 

Florida Statute 1007.27(5) provides for Advanced Placement {AP) as the enrollment of an 
eligible secondary student In an Advanced Placement course admlnistered by the College 
Board. Students are expected to take an AP exam at the end of each AP course. 

AP students are exempt from the payment of any fees associated with taking an AP course. 
However, schools will impose a fee of the cost of the AP examination, plus 5%, when students 
who are registered for the examination do not participate. Registration for AP exams takes 
place in November of each year. 

[e.· Dual Enrollment/Early Admission ·····-- ----·---- - ------~~_] 

Florida Statute 1007.27 governs Dual Enrollment. The dual enrollment program is defined as 
enrollment of an eligible secondary student or home education student in a postsecondary 
course, or courses, creditable toward high school completion and a career certificate or an 
associate or baccalaureate degree. Through an articulation agreement, SCSD students attend 
dual enrollment courses at a district approved institution. SCSD Is currently zoned under North 
Florida College. Students through appropriate waiver may petition to attend other Institutions. 

Suwannee County School District assumes tuition, fees, and materials for students for dual 
enrol~ment for fall and spring term only. Summer term expenses are not provided for by the 
district. 
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Not all post-secondary courses qualify for dual enrollment. Applied academics for adult 
education lnstruction1 developmental education, and other forms of pre-collegiate instruction, 
as well as physical education courses that focus on the physical execution of a skill rather than 
the intellectual attributes of the activity, are ineligible for Inclusion in the dual enrollment 
program. Recreation and leisure studies courses shall be evaluated individually In the same 
manner as physical education courses for potential lnclusion In the program. 

Dual enrollment shall be offered on the high school campus whenever possible. A Dua! 
Enrollment Question and Answer document Is available at: 

htt ps: (lwww. fl doe ,o rg/ co re/fi I epa rse .p hp/ 5421/ u rlt/D u a I Enro 11 m entF AQ. pdflc!tta: //ww•,v .fl el e e. 
Gfflt§€1:re.lfi 1 eaa rs e. a Fl 9/§ 4 21/bl r!t/D 1o1 a I frR rel I ffie Rti::AQ.13 elf. 

Home education students shall have equal access to dual enrollment as public school students. 
Home education students must present evidence to the postsecondary institution that the 
home education program Is in compliance with s.1002.41, F.S. It is not a statutory requirement 
that home education students present a transcript at the time of entry to the dual enrollment 
program; however, there may be educational benefits to the student for sharing his or her 
education background. Each postsecondary institution must enter into a Home Education 
Articulation.Agreement with each student seeking enrollment ln a dua! enrollment course and 
the student's parent. 

I .. ~- Dual Enro/Jment ~ Prerequisites 

• Students must first meet district qualifications for honors course placement to 
be considered for dual enrollment or early admission. 

• Students must demonstrate readiness for college-level coursework if the student 
is to be enrolled in college courses. Students in grades 11 and 12 must have 
passed their state assessments required for graduation to be considered college
ready. 

• Career dual enrollment is limited to students enrolled in courses/programs 
leading to industry certification. 

• Students must have a 3.0 unweighted GPA for college credit dual enrollment or 
early admisslon courses, or a 2.0 unweighted GPA for career non-college--credit 
certificate courses. 

• Exceptions to the required GPAs may be granted if the school and community 
college agree and the terms of the agreement are contained within the dual 
enrollment articulation agreement. 

To continue participation in college-credit dual enrollment or early admissions, students must 
maintain a 3.0 unweighted high school GPA and the minimum postsecondary GPA established 
the post-secondary institution. 
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To continue participation in career certificate dual enrollment courses, students must malntaln 
a 2.0 unweighted high school GPA. 

Regardless of meeting student eligibility requirements for continued enrollment, a student may 
lose the opportunity to participate in a dual enrollment or ear!y admissions course if the 
student is disruptive to the learning process such that the progress of other students or the 
efficient administration of the course is hindered. 

9 2. Dual Enrollment~ Qualifying Placement Test Scores 

EAgllsA Cernf3esitieA (E~JC 1191), MatA !AterrneEliate Alge9ra (MAT 1933), aml/sr 
Matla College Algeeea (MAC 1195) 

= Rea<llRg ±9 
€Agli-sl, tt 
MatA IRte:-rneEliate Algehra ±9-
Math Cel!ege /\lgeBra aAEI 2-± -
SA+ 
Critleal ReaEliAg 44Q 

Matf::i IAtermeeliate AlgeBra 44Q 

Mata College Algee,a aae 44\l -
Writing/Language/English 

MAT 1033 

114 

Math MAC 1105 123 

GP+ 
llea4iflg 
SeAteRee S!dlls 
ElemeAtary Alge9ra -
!'ER+ 
llea4iflg 
&lgli5ll 
MatR IAtermeeliate /\lge9ra 

MatA Cellege Alge9ra aREI -
17 

IOASl 242 

_.*~-~~~_i!1a!~0!1 of ~co~e~-~~-'=-~P.~~~~-~~9-~~?.!~?_t_~_r_~_f!l_'?~~-~~-a_l)_!Wo ye~~~-'?!~-~?)'._f!Ot be u~ef-!_f~~l!1_i~!~!. ---<:•-1 For~aited: Font: ~1 pt 
placement 1008.30, FL Statute (2021). Rule GA-10.0315 Common Placement and Instructions and Rule 
GA-14,064 College Credit Dual Enrollment. High school students must meet minimum reading, writing 
and math scores to dual enroll. 
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Dual enrollment and early admission students are exempt from the Florida College System 
degree admissions requirements. (1007.263 F.S.) 

I 3. Dual Enrollment- Process for Enrolim,=•ceno.t _______________ _ 

High Schools will notify students and parents of the registration windows and information 
necessary for enrollment. 
Students are responsible for obtaining information and returning applications to the high 
school counselor by the specified date each term. The high school counselor will submit the 
dual enrollment applications to the appropriate Dual Enrollment Coordinator at the college. 
STUDENTS MUST REGISTER THROUGH THEIR SCHOOL COUNSELORS. 
Deadlines for dual enrollment are annually published in the SCSD/NFC Articulation Agreement 
and are available in school guidance offices. 

Students that enroll In dual enrollment courses will need to be willing to follow the college's 
publlshed academic calendar. SCSD student holidays may or may not be observed by the 
college, please make sure that any anticipated conflicts are discussed with the college prior to 
enrollment. 

I 4. Dual Enrollment~ Student Materials 

Students enrolled through a district high school are exempt from the payment of registration, 
tuition and lab fees. Core subject textbooks assigned for use within dual enrollment courses 
shall be made available free of charge to district dual enrollment students, assigned as al! other 
school textbooks checked out from the high school media center. 

Students should order textbooks through their high school counselor at the time of registration. 
Timely registration will allow for materlals being provided on time for the beginning of classes. 
All dual enrollment textbooks should be returned to the school media center by the next SCSD 
school day following the last day of the college course. 

Due to the re-use of dual enrollment materials, it is imperative that dual enrollment students 
return their books to the high school media center on time. Students that do not turn their 
dual enrollment textbooks back in to the media center will be fined the replacement cost of the 
book, as with any other textbook. 

Students who drop classes after textbook procurement will be responsible for the cost Incurred 
to the district for the textbook(s). 

Students who are approved by the school and are enrolled into dual enrollment courses after 
the first three weeks of the enrollment window are responsible for the purchase of textbooks 
and Instructional materials wlth reimbursement upon course comp!etlon. Students must 
provide the school counselor with the textbook receipt to receive reimbursement. 
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Suwannee County School District does not pay for courses or textbooks for summer courses. 

I 5. Dual Enrollment - Transportatiof! 

Students taking dua! enrollment courses on a postsecondary campus or on a high school 
campus outside of regular school hours must provide their own transportation. 

I 6. Dual Enrollment and Graduation 

Students enrolled In threeNyear 18Ncredit ACCEL graduation program or the traditional four year 
program are eligible for dual enrollment credit. However, all dual enrollment courses must be 
taken and completed prior to the student's completlon of credits/graduation .... 

I 7. Enrollment in College Courses for College Credit Only 

Students enrolled in postsecondary instruction not creditable toward a high school diploma 
shall be required to assume the cost of Instructional materials and fees. 

1 B. Career Dual Enrollment 

Students may also particlpate In career dual enrollment for courses #fat..-wi+l..leading to a 
postsecondary career certificate and -te an industry certification. Many industry certifications 
will articulate to college credit toward a degree. A listing of articulated industry certifications 
may be found at https:/jwww.fldoe.org/academlcs/careerNadultNedu/careerNtech nica!NeduN 
agreements/industryNcertification.stmlAtt13:lfwww.flElee.ergfaGaElem1Gs/Gareer aEf1:1lt a: 

eE11:1/Gareer teGl:rniGal eEll:I agreemeAts/lREf1:Jstr1 GertifiGatieR.stml 

~·--~JJ!i~~! ... §.~!Jolars Program at North Florida Cojleg~•~~~·--···------~-~----· 

New-Beginning in 2019-2020, the Sentinel Scholars Collegiate Academy Is a pilot program 
between the Suwannee County School District and North Florida College. Students in the 
program will have additional dual enrollment opportunities allowing the student access to 
courses needed to graduate from high school with an A.A. degree from NFC. 

Te EJl:la!ify, Urn st1:16leAt R'll:lSt lae eAterlRg g-Hi gra9e iR ;;!919 2929 aREl l=lave met eRtraAEe 
reEJ1:1iremeRts. For more information, contact the school principal or school counselor. 

[~eer Acade~_i_es~- ··-·------·-----~· 

Each secondary school wlll provide career academles1 defined as strategic educational training 
opportunities. Often referred to as 11 career and professional academies," each wil! offer a 
researchNbased program that will integrate a rigorous academic curriculum with an industryN 
driven career curriculum. These small learning communities will ensure outcomes and skills 
based on viable careers, occupations and industry needs. The academic focus of lndlvidual 
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career academies shal! be determined cooperatively among the school district, postsecondary 
institutions, and local workforce board. 

Students may receive a standard high school diploma wlth merit designation upon passing at 
least one Industry certification In a career-themed course. Students that earn scholar 
designation may also earn merit designatlon under diploma guidellnes. Industry certification 
where appropriate and, often, postsecondary credit may apply where applicable articulation 
agreements exist. Each career academy shall use existing infrastructure whenever posslble and 
shall include, at a minimum, the followlng: 

• student awareness of available career programs and the corresponding occupations into 
which such programs lead1 

• student development of individual academic and career plans as specified ins. 
1003.4156 F.S., 

• integration of academic and career skills in the secondary curriculum, 
• student retention In school through high school graduation, and 
• career education curr!culum articulation with corresponding postsecondary programs in 

the career center or community college, or both. 

The Career Academy model must contain three critical structural elements: 
• a small learning community, comprising a group of students within the larger high 

school who take classes together for at least two years, taught by a team of teachers 
from different disciplines, 

• a college preparatory curriculum with a career theme, enabling students to see 
relationships among academic subjects and their application to a broad field of work, 
and 

• partnerships with employers1 the community, and local colleges, bringing resources 
from outside the high school to Improve student motivation and achievement. 

The goals of Suwannee County Career Academies and Career Themed Courses are to: 
• Ensure student success -All Suwannee County career academy graduates will possess 

the skills and tools necessary to be successful in college, career and the global economy. 
• Provide relevant curriculum and assessment -The academy team will develop and 

implement project-based curricula that engage students in real-world relevance focused 
around the career theme. 

• Ensure meaningful business engagement-The academy team will seek to develop 
business engagement to the highest level with a focus on student success. 

To accomplish these goa'ls, each career themed course/academy must: 
• provide a rigorous, standards-based academic currlculum integrated with-a career 

curr!culum, 
• enhance each student's capacity to excel, 
• include an emphasis on work habits and work ethics, 
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• include one or more partnerships with postsecondary institutions, businesses, industry, 
employers, economic development organizations, or other appropriate partners from 
the local community, 

• provide creative and tailored student advisement, includlng parent 
participation and coordination with middle schools, to provide career 
exploration and education plann!ng, 

• provide a career education certification on the high school diploma, 
• provide instruction In careers designated as high growth, high demand, 

and high wage by the local Workforce Development Board, Chamber of 
Commerce and/or program advisory committees, 

• Deliver academic content through Instruction relevant to the career, includlng intensive 
reading and mathematics intervention with an emphasis on strengthening reading for 
Information skllls, 

• offer applied courses that combine academic content with technical skills, 
• provide instruction resulting in competency, certification or credentials in workplace 

skills, lncludlng, but not limited to, communication sk!lls, interpersonal skills, decision 
making skills, the importance of attendance and timeliness In the work environment and 
work ethics. 

Such partnerships must provide opportunities for: 
• Instruction from highly skilled professionals, 
• internships, externshlps and onMtheMjob training, 
• a postsecondary degree, diploma or certificate, 
• the highest available level of industry certification, and 
• maximum articulation of credits upon program completion. 

All schools (elementary, middle, and high) shalJ document the manner in which they have 
prepared students to enter the workforce, including information regarding the provision of 
accurate, timely career and curricular counseling to students. Th!s information shall include a 
delineation of available career opportunities, educational requirements associated with each 
career, educational institutions that prepare students to enter each career, and student 
financlal aid avallable to enable students to pursue any postsecondary Instruction required to 
enter that career. Schools shall also delineate school procedures for Identifying individual 
student interests and aptitudes which enable students to make informed decisions about the 
curriculum that best addresses their individual interests and aptitudes while preparing them to 
enroll in postsecondary education and enter the workforce. 
Beginning In grade 61 this information shall Include recommended high school coursework that 
prepares students for post-secondary success. The information shall be made known to parents 
and students annually through Inclusion in the school's handbook, manual, or similar 
documents or other communications regularly provided to parents and students. 

DRAFT Suwannee County School Distrlct_--
2G2Q 2Q21 Secondary Student Progression Plan 

Page 47 

-117-



(i-C_!:ou~se Credit Substitutions and Exemptions ___ -:]·· 

[1.___J!]jerscho/astic Sports Substitution 

Participation in interscholastic sports at the junior varsity or varsity level, for two full seasons, 
will satisfy the one credit requirement in physical education. All students who choose to satisfy 
their physical education requirements by playing an interscholastic sport must complete 
additional credits in elective courses to meet the 24 credits required by the state for 
graduation. It is no longer required that students pass a competency test to utilize this option. 

~ JROTC Substitution 

Completion of ROTC I and II can be used to waive both the physical education/Hope and the 
fine and performing or practical arts graduation requirements. Students using this waiver are 
still required to complete 24 credits for the standard diploma. These substitutions may not 
meet the qualifications for Bright Futures. 

I ... ~:....... Phrsi1:_al Education/HOPE Waiver ·-·-------------------

Students enrolled ln a Reserve Officer Training Corps {ROTC) course with a 
s!gnificant drill component shall satisfy the Physical Education graduation 
requirement with a grade of C or better In ROTC I and!!. A waiver number of 
1500450 shall be applied to ROTC I, and a waiver number of 1500460 shall be 
applied to ROTC II. Students will receive the grades and credits for ROTC I and II, 
and wil! be exempt from taking the HOPE course. No grade or credit will be 
received for the HOPE course. Students must pass both ROTC I and 11 with a grade 
of C or better in order to be eligible for the waiver of the physical 
education/HOPE graduation requirement 

~ Fine and Performing Arts/Practical Arts Waiver ------·----
Completion of one semester with a grade "C" or better In marching band class, 
physical activity class that requires participation In marching band activities as an 
extracurricular activity, or in a dance class will satisfy one-half credit In physical 
education or one-half credit in performing arts. This credit may not be used to 
satisfy the personal fitness requirement or the requirement for adaptive physical 
education under an !EP or Section 504 plan. 

§ 3. Practical Arts Courses Substitutions 

Some Practical Arts courses may be used to meet the Arts H!gh School Graduation 
Requirement. 1003.428(2)(a)S f.5. The current list is available at 
http:Uwww.fldoe.org/co re/fi I epa rse. p h p/77 46/ u rlt/19 2 OP A Courses. pdf 

tl 4. ·-·· Career Education Course Substitutions 
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StblEleRts ma•,i s1;18stit1:1te blJ:1 te twe ere EIits iR eaeA ef tAe ASA eleetive s1;19:leet rnatAematies a REI 
seieAee. TAe eareer pregram tRat is s1:18stlt1,1teEI far a Re A eleetive aeaelemlE ee1;1rse sAall Se 
fblAEleEI at tAe level ap13re13riate fer tAe eareer eE11,1satieR J3regram. Gareer eel1,1eatieA se1,1rse 
s1:1'3stlt1:1tleRs will Ast 68b1Rt tewarel state blAiversity S'fSteFR aelFRissieR reE11:1lremeAts. S13esifie 
lAferFRatieR SA eareer se1,1rse s1,1'3st!t1;1tieAs eaA '3e fablREI iA tAe Flerlela Ge1,1rse GeEle !;1ireeter1 at 
Course Substitutions Section 1003.4282, F .S., authorizes the substitution of up to two (2) 
mathematics credits (MA) and one (1) equally rigorous science (EQ) credit toward high school 
graduation for earning certain indushy certifications. In order to qualify for an exemption, a 
shident must earn a certification for which there is a statewide articulation agreement at the time 
the certification was earned. The eligible industry certifications for which there are active 
agreements may be found at http://www.fldoe.org/academics/career-adult-edu/career-technical
eduagreements/industry-certification.stml. 
It is important to note that a student would need to earn three separate industry certifications tied 
to college credit in order to earn the maximum three substitution credits (two for math, one for 
science). The school district determines which industry certifications, for which there is valid 
statewide articulation agreement at the time the certification was earned, can yield course 
substitutions for mathematics and science. 

Course Substitution Course Substitution TJt!-e Graduation Code 
Number Awarded* 

1200998 lndusrn• Certlflcatlon Math Subslitulion 1 MA 
1200999 Indus Certification Math Substitution 2 MA 
2000999 lndusin, Certification Science Substitution EQ 

I 5. Computer Science Course Substitutions __________ _ 

High school computer science courses of sufficient rigor, as Identified by the commissioner, 

such that one credit in computer science and the earning of related Industry certifications 

constitute the equivalent of up to one credit of the mathematics requirement, with the 

exception of Algebra I or higher-level mathematics, or up to one credit of the science 

requirement, with the exception of Biology I or higher-level science, for high school graduation. 

Computer sclence courses and technology-related industry certifications that are identified as 

eligible for meeting mathematics or science requirements for high school graduation shall be 
included in the Course Code Directory. F.S.1007.2616 

High school computer technology courses in 3D rapid prototype printing of sufficient rigor, as 
Identified by the commissioner, such that one or more credits in such courses and related 

industry certifications earned may satisfy up to two credits of mathematics required for high 

school graduation with the exception of Algebra I. Computer techno!ogy courses in 3D rapid 
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prototype printing and related Industry certifications that are Identified as eligible for meeting 

mathematics requirements for high school graduation shall be Included in the Course Code 

Directory. F.S.1007.2616 

I fl·-· Credit in En_gJ_ish __ and World Langµage.for,TransferStudents ········---·------··-----· 

Students transferring from out of the country may be granted credit for English if they took 

courses In their home language in their home country. They may also be granted credit for 

world language if they took courses in English in their home country. 

I 7. Florida Gold Seal CAPE and Vocational Scholarships. ___________ _ 

The Bright Futures Scholarship Program consists of four awards: the Florida Academic Scholarship, the 
Florfda Medallion Scholarship, the Florida Gold Seal CAPE Schol;;irshlp, and the Florida Gold Seal 
Vocational Scholarship. Details and eligibility requirements can be found at the Bright Futures website 

htt ps: //www. f!o rid a stud e ntfi nan ci a I aid sg.org/SA PH o me/SAP Home ?u rl-h om e 

g I. Assessment 

I 1. State Assessments 

Florida Statute 1008.22 - Participation in the statewide testing program is mandatory for all K-

12 students attending public schools. The assessment of English language Arts 

{ReaEliRg/lA'ritiAg) shall be administered annually In grades ~1-10, and the science assessment is 

given In grades 5 and 8. The assessment of mathematics shall be administered annually in 

grades 1.g-:8. 

J.Beginning i.yith the 2022-20?~-~~~-<?ol year, t~e end-of-y_E:9!..~_<?£1..lB~eherisive pr<?!{rl:~_s __ t!!f:"l.~~~<?!~~-g _>~ ,, 

assessment administered pursuant to s . .1a19_q8.25(~){b)fu]~-!~-~-~!.?_~~Y'!~_I:, _sta!!da r~"i~.':~--~~ ___ _ 
assessment for students in grades 3 through 10 and the statewide, standardized Mathematics ----~::, 

-. 

assessment for students in grades 3 through 8:.._ _______ _ 

End of course assessments {EOC) in Algebra l, Geometry, Biology 1, US History, and M/J Civics 

are also assessed when the course ls completed and the score earned Is 30% of the final grade 

in the course. 

£ee ti:le graElblatieR Ei:lart iA ti:le a~13eAEliJ( te elarify wAieJ:i seAerts are req1,1ireEI te ~ass wAiEA 

•. 
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with the 2021-2022 school year, students taking the United States Government course are 

required to take the assessment of civic literacy identified by the State Board of Education 
,, pursuant to s.J007 .~5(4)._Stu~~l"!ts earning_ a passing_~~-<?~~-'?~-~-~~ assessm_eri_~.?-~':-~-~~!!1.9~.f~om ---~" 

the postsecondary civic llteracy assessment required bys. 1007.25(4)._Thi_~ E9C will _ _NOI ~~-~~!.? _ ·--~~ 
of the final grade in the course. · 
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I 2, Concordant and Comparative Scores for State Assessment 

Florida Statute 1003.4282 specifies to graduate from high school, students must earn passing 
scores on state assessments or passing scores on standardized tests that are concordant with 
passing scores on state assessments, as defined by State Board Rule 6A-1.09422. Thls rule was 
revised in June1 2018. Based on the new rule, concordant and comparative scores shall be 
applled to the statewide assessment program as follows: 

L~oncordant Scores for Grade._lO_Readhtg or ELA Asses.sment ----~··---·-----------

Beginning wlth students who entered grade 9 in the 2010-11 school year and ending with 

students who entered grade 9 in the 2017-18 school year, students and adults who have not 

yet earned their required passing score on the Grade 10 FCAT 2.0 Readlng Assessment or the 

Grade 10 FSA/FAST ELA Assessment, as appl!cable, may meet this testing requlrement to qualify 

for a high school diploma by earning a concordant passing score on the respectlve section of 

the SAT or ACT. For ellglble students, the concordant passing scale score shall be a score equal 

to or greater than four hundred and thirty (430) on the 200 to 800 scale for the SAT Evidence

Based Reading and Wrlting (EBRW) section, twenty-four {24) on the 10 to 40 scale of the SAT 

Reading Subtest section, or nlneteen (19) on the 1 to 36 scale on the ACT Reading section. 

Eligible students may also use the new concordant scores set below. 

Beginning with students who entered grade 9 in the 2018-19 school year, students and adults 

who have not yet earned their required passing score on the Grade 10 FSA/FAST ELA 

Assessment, may meet this testing requirement to qualify for a hlgh school diploma by earning 

a concordant passing score on the EBRW section of the SAT or the average of the English and 

Reading subject test scores for the ACT. For eligible students, the concordant passing scale 

score for the SAT EBRW shall be a score equal to or greater than four hundred and eighty (480) 

on the 200 to 800 scale, and the concordant passing scale score for the average of the English 

and Reading subject test scores on the ACT shall be a score equal to or greater than eighteen 

(18) on the 1 to 36 scale. For the ACT, if the average of the two subject test scores results in a 

declma! of .5, the score shall be rounded up to the next whole number. The scores for the 

English and Reading subject tests on the ACT are not required to come from the same test 

administration. 

Beginning with students entering grade 9 in the 2011-12 school year and ending with students 

who entered grade 9 in the 2017~18 school year, students and adults who have not yet earned 

their required passing score on the Algebra 1 EOC assessment, may meet this testing requirement 

to qualify for a high school dlploma by earning a comparative passing score on the Mathematics 

sectlon of the Postsecondary Education Readiness Test (PERT). For eligible students, the 
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comparative passing scale score for the PERT shall be a score equal to or greater than ninety

seven (97) on the 50 to 150 scale. Eligible students may also use the new comparative scores set 

below. 

Beginning with students who entered grade 9 in the 2018-19 school year, students and adults 

who have not yet earned their required passing score on the Algebra 1 EOC assessment, may 

meet this testing requirement to qualify for a high school diploma by earning a comparative 

passing score on the Math section of the Prelimlnary SAT/National Merit Scholarship Quallfylng 

Test {PSAT/NMSQT), the SAT or the ACT. For eligible students, the comparative passing scale 

score shall be a score equal to or greater than four hundred and thirty (430) on the 160 to 760 

scale for the PSAT/NMSQT Math section, four hundred and twenty (420) on the 200to 800 scale 

for the SAT Math section or equal to or greater than sixteen (16) on the 1 to 36 scale for the ACT 

Math section. 

When a student or adult earns a passing score on the respective section of the alternative 

assessment used to meet the graduatlon requirement(s), it shall be recorded in their 

cumulative record. Regardless of whether they have already been awarded a certificate of 

completion, a student or adult who has met all other high school graduation requirements but 

has taken and failed one or more standardized, statewide assessments associated wlth a 

graduation requirement (the grade 10 Reading, the grade 10 ELA, or the Algebra 1 EOC) shall be 

awarded a standard high school diploma if the student or adult earns or has earned a 

concordant or comparative score for an alternative assessment. A student or adult may retest 

until they earn a passing score on the respective statewide assessment or a concordant or 

comparative score on an alternative assessment. 

Students with disabilities may be provided test modifications or accommodations in accordance 

with the provisions of Rule GA-1.0943, F.A.C. Requirements for the alternate assessment for 

students with significant cognitive dlsabilitles are established In Rule 6A-1.0943, F.A.C. 

Engl!sh language learners (Ells) may be provided test accommodations in accordance with the 

provisions of Rule GA-6.09091, F.A.C. Requirements for the annual English language proficiency 

assessment for Ells are establlshed In Rule GA-6.09021, F.A.C. 

I. 3. ___ Assessment.-_ Dependent _Children of Militayyferso_nneJ ··-·· ·····--···-------- ---·-··--

Florlda Statute lOOOJ.36 - A dependent child of a member of the United States Armed Forces 
who enters a district school in grade 12 from out of state or out of country and provides 
satisfactory proof of attaining a score on an approved alternate assessment that is concordant 
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to a passing score on the grade 10 state assessment, shall satisfy the assessment requirement 
for a standard high school diploma. 

I 4. PSAT Assessment for all Bfh, 9th, and 10th Graders 

Each secondary school provides for the administration of the Preliminary SAT/National Merit 
Scholarship Qualifying Test (PSAT/NMSQT) to all enrolled grade 8, 9 and 10 students. However, 
a written notice for grade 10 students shall be provided to each parent that shall include the 
opportunity to exempt his or her child from taking the assessment. 

B~ Assessment Opportunities for Home Education s.tudents -----·----"··-·--·-------·~

Opportunities to take state assessment tests (FSA/FAST reading, writing, and EOC assessments} 
are available to home education students. Arrangements should be made through the district's 
Assessment Coordinator at 386-64 7-4646. 

( 6. Assessment Opportunities tor Private Scf!.~wl Studen,0 t~•-----
Private school students are not eligible for state and district level standardized assessments 
through the Suwannee County School District, unless they are attending the private school 
funded through one of the scholarship opportunities currently available through the Florida 
Department of Education. However, beglnningA-eW in 2017-2018, .P.grivatei&chools may apply 
to the state to offer the Florida Assessments at their schools. Students wishing to participate ln 
state assessments should consult with their private school regarding the availability on their 
campus. 

Ii]. Assessment and Transfer Studen,,tsc__ __ _ 
------ -------~ 

Algebra I Transfer Requirement - Florida Statute 1003.4282 (7) allows beginning with the 2012-
2013 school year, if a student transfers to a Florida public high school from out of country, out 
of state, a private school, or a home education program and the student's transcript shows a 
credit in Algebra I, the student must pass the statewide, standardized Algebra I EOC assessment 
in order to earn a standard high school diploma unless the student earned a comparative score, 
passed a statewide assessment in Algebra I administered by the transferring entity, or passed 
the statewide mathematics assessment the transferring entity uses to satisfy the requirements 
of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act. 

FSA/FAST ELA Grade 10 Requirements - If a student's transcript shows a credit in high school 
reading or Engllsh Language Arts II or Ill, In order to earn a standard high school dlploma, the 
student must take and pass the statewide, standardized grade 10 Reading assessment or the 
grade 10 ELA assessment, or earn a concordant score. 

Other EOC Requirements to Award Credit - If a transfer student's transcript shows a final 
course grade and course credit in Algebra I, Geometry, Biology I, or United States History, the 
transferring course final grade and credit shall be honored without the student taking the 

DRAFT Suwannee County School District-_ --
2Q2Q 2G21 Secondary Student Progression Plan 

Page 53 

-123-



requisite statewide, standardized EOC assessment and without the assessment results 
constituting 30 percent of the student's final course grade. 

I J. Remediation and Intensive Requiremenftor Secondary Students - . 

Each student who does not meet specific levels of performance In reading, writing, science, 
social studies, and/or mathematics may be provided with scientifically research-based 
interventions as Indicated by additional diagnostic assessments used to determine the nature 
of the student's difficulty and areas of academic need. Remedial instruction shall 
continue until performance expectations are met as documented by demonstrating mastery, 
passing the state assessment(s) or graduating from high school. 

& 1. Intensive Instruction Definition 

"Intensive instruction," whenever used In thls document, means instruction that is deeply 
concentrated on very specific skills and ls systematic and expllcit, in other words, 11 Tier 3" 
reading Intervention. Such intensive instruction should be in addition to the comprehensive 
initial instruction a!I students receive. Intensive instruction is associated with the followlng 
characteristics: 

• diagnosis/prescription targeted to specific sklll development, 
• variety of opportunities for repetitions, 

smaller chunks of text or content, 
guided and independent practice, 
skill development and practice integrated Into all activities, 

• frequent monitoring,_,...afl-Et 
_• _criterion-based evaluation of success, and 

• delivered by teachers who are certified or endorsed in reading., 

Remedlal Instruction during middle and high school may not be In lieu of English and 
mathematics credits taken for graduation. When Intensive Reading or Intensive Mathematics Is 
used for remediation, at the high school level it is counted as an elective credit. 

g 2. Content of Remedial Instruction 

All remedial instruction shall Include effective, research-based standards-driven instruction. 
Each schoo! shall use the materlals listed In its section of the District's Reading Plan as resources 
for remediation in reading. 

l._i __ ].et~gth of Remediation 

Each student who does not meet minimum performance expectations for the statewide 
assessment tests in reading, writing, science, social studies, and mathematics is encouraged to 
continue remedial instruction or supplemental instruction until expectations are met or the 
student graduates from high school or is not subject to compulsory school attendance. 
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I.A:.__Placement in Intensive Reading 

For each year In which a student scores below grade level on the state reading assessment, the 
following year the student may be enrolled in an intensive reading course or a content area 
course In which reading strategies are delivered. The determination shall be made by diagnosis 
of reading need by the student's teachers and school personnel considering previous state 
reading performance. Intensive Reading courses shall be designed and offered pursuant to the 
District's Reading P!an. Please refer to http:/ /www.fldoe.org/academics/standards/just-read-fl/ 

I.L Placement for Math Remediation _______ ·-·---·-·-····---~---~"--·-·-·-·-------

For each year in which a student scores below grade level on the state mathematics 
assessment, the student may be requlred to take a mathematics remediation course the 
following year. The determination shall be made by diagnosis of math skllls need by the 
student's teachers and school personnel considering previous state math assessment 
performance. These courses may be taught through applied, Integrated, or combined courses 
or through onl!ne Instruction. Remediation may a!so be provided within the student's regularly 
scheduled math class. 

~ Parent Refusal for Remediation 

The school district has the authority and responslbility to advise a student's course of study. 
Statute requires a school to develop an MTSS plan in consultation with the parent, but it does 
not require parental approval, nor does it give the parent the right to veto an MTSS plan. The 
school is held accountable for the student's success and may implement an MTSS plan without 
a parent's approval. Students whose progress monitoring is an IEP, however, must have parent 
approval of the plan. 

If the parent refuses to participate in the remedial strategies detailed in the MTSS because he 
or she believes the strategies are unnecessary or inappropriate, the parent may appeal to the 
principal. Consistent wlth school board rules and in accordance with state statute [1012.28(5} 
F.S.J, the Superintendent has designated the principal of the school as the final authority ln the 
placement of students in programs or classes. 

For more specific requirements, refer to the District's Reading Plan located at 
i~w~.ju~tr~adfl_qr!d~ .~~I!!~ ... _________________________ _ 

11-__c;ollege Readiness - PERT _______ _ 

Schools are no longer required to evaluate the college readiness of all students before the 
beginning of grade 12, however schools may administer the Postsecondary Education 
Readiness Test (PERT) or equlvalent test identified in State Board Rule 6AM10.0315, F.A.C., to all 
students needing to demonstrate college readiness for participation in programs such as dual 
enrollment, career and technical programs, er for EOFA13arative sGeres te meet AigFI sGFleel 
graEl1:1atieri reei1:1!reFAerits . .: 
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High schools are required to advise students that have taken the assessment of any identified 
deficiencies. 

Regardless of postsecondary preparatory requirements1 students must also meet all other 
graduation requirements. The purpose of the postsecondary preparatory Instruction 
requirement is (1) to prepare students for entry level college credit courses as well as gainful 
employment and (2) to reduce the number of high school graduates needing college 
remediation before enrolling In college-level courses. 

Writing/Language/English 
MAT 1033 
MGF 1106 
MGF 1107 

114 

123 

(QASI 242 

21 
*Combination of scores accepted. Scores that are more than two years old may not be used for initial 
placement 1008.30, FL Statute (2021). Rule 6A-10.0315 Common Placement and Instructions and Rule 
6A-14.064 College Credit Dual Enrollment. High school students must meet minimum reading writing 
and math scores to dual enroll. 

PlasemeRt l\ssessmeRt 

i;;:leriEla PestseeeRElaPf !i:E11.1satieR ReaEliRess +est {r!ER+) 

~ 
WFmag -ACCUPLACER, n1e Cellege Beare.I (CPT) 
ReaEliRg Csm13rel:ieRsieR 
SeRteRee Skills 
!i:lemeRtarv Algehra 

SA+, +Re Gs!lege Beare.I BEFORE Maree 1, ,916 
Critleal ReaEliRg 
MatAematies 

:SAT, TRe Csllege BsarEl .t\J:TER MarsR 1, 2Ql€i 
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R.eaEliRg Test i!4 
WrltiRg aAEI baAg1:1age Test ;ii; 

Mata +est i!4 
AGT w!tfl WritiRg er ACT, IA€. 
Rea4iflg ;lg 

€flgll5l, ;g 
MatRematies ;lg 

FleriEla Gem13rel:!eAsii.ie ,o,ssessmeAt Test 2:.G fFG.O.+ :2:.G) +Are1:1gR MareR 2:G17 
QemeAstrates reaEliAess far 6e!lege le1.iel ee1:1rsewerk iA reaEliAg aAEI writiAg = 

ReaElir:igj'P/ritiAg/Matl:!ematles fer Gellege Swzeess are semester 6e1.1rses tAat Rave 8eeR 
ElevelepeEf ts s1:11313ert tl:!e 13estseeeAElaP/ 13re13aratery iAstr1:1etieR re~1:1ireFReRt. n:iey allgA with 
tf:1e RigAest level sf elevele13FAeAtal eE11:1eatleA ee1:1rses effereEI Ely F!eriEla Cellege .System 
iAstitbttieRs aAEI tAe PestseeeRElar1 ReaEliRess CempeteAeles. 

Students who demonstrate readiness by achieving the minimum test scores established by the 
State Board and enroll in a Florida College System institution within two years of achieving such 
·scores shall not be required to retest or enroll In remediation when admitted to any Florida 
College System institution. 
AeaElemi6 ereElit ee1:1rses te 13re13are st1:1EleAts far eellege Sl:166ess iAel1:1Ele: 

--: >_:~R e_a;~1ft'g faff~ IJ ~-g~ ~§a~¢~ f~~-~- (l}}_Q@l:s_pr·-~~jre§f J_t ::5Mfr.e:s-~er· '-~~~~~ El _ 
• •vVrltlRg fer Cellege S~:IEeess (1QG937G) • .§ ereElit semester ee1::1rse 
• ERglisR 1: Cellege Pre13 (1GQ14Q§) 1 ereElit year leRg ee1:1rse . 
..,·, ")4~th"fot_-~_1·1ege(~(faJn~eS{(i2(;iQ:zQ_iJ') ;.·.··:1.:he1ait •}~ft iS:Rfe-e~~~. 

To elimlnate adding additional graduation requirements, schools could schedule students for 
English IV: Florida College Prep (1001405)1 a 1 credit high school course which may be used as 
one of the four Engllsh courses required for graduation. 

~-£'.~Of!ress Monito-ring 
·------, 

----------~' 
Florida Statute 1008.25(4}{b) One of three types of progress monitoring shall be developed in 
consultation with the parent/guardian for any student not meeting district or state proficiency 
levels In reading, writing, science, social studies, or math. Consultatlon Is defined as a 
conference, a conversation via email, phone, or written exchange. School personnel shall use all 
available resources to achieve parent understanding of, and cooperation with, the progress 
monitoring requirements. 
The three types of progress monitoring from which to choose are as follows: 

(1} a federally required student plan such as an individual education plan (IEP), 
(2} a school-wide system of progress monitoring for all students1 or 
(3) Individualized progress monitoring. 
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All progress monitoring shall be tallored to identify the Jndlvidual assistance deemed necessary 
to remedy a student's diagnosed deficiencies. The progress monitoring must clearly Identify: 

(1) the specific diagnosed academic need(s) to be remediated, 
(2) the success~based intervention strategies to be used, 

(3) h.Mow, when, how often, by whom and how long Intensive remedial Instruction is to be 
provided, and the monitoring and reevaluation activities to be employed. 

Schools shall monitor the progress of students needing reading intervention a minimum of 
three times a year and adjust interventions based on data. 
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!IV. GRADING AND NOTIFICATION PROCEDURES 

1.£ Reporting Student Progress ------·------~--------------------~----

~ort Cards 

Florida &tateStatute 1003.33 ~ Report cards provide the student and the student's parents with 
an objective evaluation of scholastic achievement with Indicators of progress. Report cards shall 
clearly depict and grade the following: 

the student's academlc performance In each class or course in grades K through 12 
based on examinations as well as written papers, class participation, and other 
academic performance criteria 

• the student's performance or nonperformance at his or her grade level, 
• the student's conduct and behavior, and 
• the student's attendance1 including absences and tardiness 

A student's final report card for a school year shall contain: 
• a statement Indicating end-of-the-year status regarding performance or 

nonperformance at grade level 
• acceptable or unacceptable behavior and attendance 
• promotion or non-promotion 

All schools shall use the district1s approved report card as the primary means of reporting 
student progress. 

Report cards shall be Issued at the end of each grading period on uniform dates as adopted 
annually on the official school year calendar. Grades shall be issued to all students In 
attendance. Students transferring into the district after the midpoint of a reporting period may 
be assigned grades based on records/grades from the sending school. 

Flor!da Statute 1003.33 states that District school boards shall not allow schools to exempt 
students from academic performance requirements based on practices or policies designed to 
encourage student attendance. A student's attendance record may not be used in whole or in 
part to provide an exemption from any academic performance requirement. 

Report cards shall not be delayed or grades withheld from the permanent record for failure to 
pay assessment for destroyed, lost, or damaged books or for any other reason {SCSB Policy 
7.081). 

g 2. Notification of Progress - Interim Reports -----------···-

According to F.S. 1003.02, Parents of public school students shall be apprised at regular 
intervals of the academic progress and other needed Information regarding their child. 
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Interim progress reports shall be issued to all students at the midpoint of each regularly 
established grading period on uniform dates as adopted annually on the official school 
calendar. Interim reports may be done vla parent conferences as well as through reporting 
forms. 

High schools will notify parents in writing at the end of each school year of a high school 
student that i-s not maintaining an on-time track toward graduation with their 9th grade cohort. 

In addition, parents of seniors will be notified at the end of the first semester of their chlld's 
failure to maintain an academic standing necessary for graduation. 

Progress reports shall not be delayed or grades withheld from the permanent record for failure 
to pay assessment for destroyed, lost, or damaged books or for any other reason (SCSB Polley 
7.081). 

I B. Middle and High School Grading System 

R 1. Grading Scale 

Florida Statute 1003.437 specifies that grading system and interpretation of letter 
grades used to measure student success In grade 6 through grade 12 courses. 

Letter Grade Numerical Grade Point Definition 
Scores Average Value 

A 90%-100% 4.0 Outstanding Progress 
B 80%-89% 3.0 Above Average Progress 
C 70%-79% 2.0 Average Progress 
D 60%-69% 1.D Lowest Acceptable Progress 
F 0%-59% 0.D Failure 
I 0% 0.0 Incomplete 

1 .. 2 ..... Grade Weighting 

Suwannee County School District utilizes an unweighted grading system. All courses are 
calculated in the student's GPA using the GPA values !n the grading system provided by 
1003.437 F.S. 

fi 3. High School Q!~de C~!!?_u,0/a~t~io~n~------ _____ _ 

Single period, .5 credit course meeting for a traditional semester of 18 weeks {two 9-week 
terms}; 

Each term grade Is calculated on 40-40-20 basis, 40% for the first nine weeks, 40% for the 
second nine weeks, and 20% for the semester exam. 
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Slngle period, 1.0 credit course meeting for the entire year of 36 weeks (two 18-week 
semesters}. 
Each semester grade ls determined on a 40-40-20 basis, 40% for the first semester, 40% for the 
second semester, and 20% for the final exam. 

Single perlod, 1.0 credit 36 week course that has a state End-of-Course (EOC) assessment: 
Final grade for the course is based on 17.5% for each quarter and 30% for the state EOC 
assessment. Participation in all state-wlde assessments is a graduation requirement. In the 
event that a student misses the state EOC, the course will receive a grade of incomplete 
until the assessment is taken. 

I!&_ Semester and Final Exams- Grades 6-12 

To be In compllance with F.5.1008.22 and the Suwannee County School District lnstructlonal 
Evaluation Plan, all courses in grades 6-12 without a state-mandatory EOC are required to have 
an End-of-Course assessment or semester/final exam. When possible, common assessments 
should be utilized by course/grade level. The exam can be teacher developed, district 
developed or part of an advanced program organization. 

SCSD schools shall not grant student exemptions from mid-term, semester or final exam based 
on attendance. F.S.1003.33 

lil~i, ------
~rade Forgiveness ____ _] 

I_JJo~give_fl~?S of H[!Jl!.§choof Credit taken iJ? Middle School __ , _______ _ 

Florida Statute 1003.42482 {5) Middle school students who have taken high school courses may 
receive grade forgiveness If they have earned a grade or the numerical equlvalent of a C, Dor F. 
!n such cases, the district will allow the replacement of the grade with a grade or the numerical 
equivalent of a C or higher, earned subsequently in the same or comparable course. 

In all cases of grade forgiveness, only the new grade shall be used in the calculation of the 
student's grade point average. Any course grade not replaced according to a district school 
board forgiveness policy shall be included in the calculation of the cumulative grade point 
average required for graduation. 

For a grade of A or B, the course and grade cannot be forgiven; it will appear on the student's 
high school transcript, and wll! be used in the calculation of high school grade point average 
and for Bright Futures. (-1003.428215), F.5.) 

I 2. Grade Forgiveness for High Schqgl__§Jt_1dents 1003.4281._l§)__F_.S_. ___ _ 

Florida Statute 1003.47._82 (5) requires a cumulative 2.0 GPA to graduate."------------

Forgiveness policies for required courses shall be limited to replacing a grade of Dor F, or their 
numerical equivalent, with a grade of C or higher, or Its numerical equivalent, earned 
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subsequently in the same or comparable course. Forgiveness policies for elective courses shall 
be limited to replacing a grade of D or F1 or their equivalent1 with a grade of C or higher, or !ts :: ... _--<" .. ; ·i·-_: 
equivalent, earned subsequently-_in a comparable course..QLAsame course. Any course credit ______ )/i"·: F~o~,m-,-,,-,-.,-Nc-o-ct H,-lg-,-h~llg,-ht--'~~~"--~~-'.c;)_, 

not replaced according to the district's forgiveness policy shall be Included in the calculation of , · _, 
the cumulative GPA required for graduation. 

I 3. Grade Forgiveness using State Assessments ___ _ 

Students that qualify for grade forgiveness can retake a state EOC and request a recalculation of 
their course grade. The new grade will-be calculated with the new EOC score as the required 
30%. 

In 20171 the Algebra 2 EOC was discontinued. Students that took Algebra 2 during the 2016-
2017 school year that qualify for grade forgiveness by receiving a final Algebra 2 grade of Dor F 
can request to have their Algebra 2 grade recalculated without their EOC in the calculation. If 
the new calculation results in a C or higher, the student may replace the grade without 
repeating the course. This provision is on!y available to provide equity due to the state's 
el!minatlon of the retake option for the Algebra 2 EOC. 

[i?. National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) 

College-bound student athletes wl!I need to meet more rigorous academic rules to receive a 
scholarship at NCAA Division I colleges or universities. A student who enters a NCAA Division I 
college or university on or after August 1, 20161 will need to meet new academic rules in order 
to receive athletics aid {scholarship), practice, or compete during their first year. The changes 
include the following: 

Minimum core-course GPA of 2.300 required 
• Change in GPA and test-score Index (sliding scale) 

Ten core courses required before the seventh semester of the senior year 

A student who enters a NCM Dlvlsion II college or university Is required to complete 16 core 
courses. For information on the rules, visit 
https:ljweb3.ncaa.org/hsporta!/exec/links?llnksSubmit-ShowActivelinks. 

[E. __ Parent/StudenTfreacher Notifications and Public Reportl;,g-=---J 
I 1. Notification of Student Retention ____ _ 

Parents shall be notified ln writing when it is apparent that the student may need to be 
retained. Ongoing communication with the parents shall be maintained. 

I 2. Notificat[<;m of Student DecJar~tion to Withdraw from S~hool 
-----

A student who attains the age of 16 years during the school year is not subject to compulsory 
school attendance beyond the date upon which he or she attains that age if the student files a 
formal declaration of intent to terminate school enrollment with the district school board. The 
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declaration must acknowledge that terminating school enrollment is llkely to reduce the 
student's earning potential and must be signed by the student and the student's parent. 

The followlng steps must also be taken: 

The school sh al! notify the student1s parent of receipt of the student's declaration of 
intent to terminate school enrollment. 
The student's guidance counselor or other school personnel shall conduct an exit 
interview with the student to determine the reasons for the student1s decision to 
terminate school enrollment and actions that could be taken to keep the student in 
school. 

The student shall be Informed of opportunities to continue his or her education In a 
different environment, lncludlng, but not limited to, adult education and GED test 
preparation. 
The student shall complete a survey to provide data on reasons for terminating 
enrollment and actions taken by schools to keep students enrolled. 

I 3, Notification of Students on Community-'C-co .. n_..tccro ... l,_ ____________ _ 

If a juvenile on community control attends a regular educational school program, then the 
identity of the juvenile and the nature of the felony offense shall be made known to each of the 
student1s teachers and appropriate district staff. District level personnel shall notify the 
princlpal of any student who has been charged with a criminal offense. 

I) 4. Public Notification of Student Progress 

Florlda Statue 1008.251.fil..12_states that the district shall publish annually aAAually iA tl=ie laeal 
Aews13a13eF, aAEI Fe13eFt iA 1vrltlng ta tl:1e State BearEI ef e8c:1eatieA By £e13tem8er 1 ef eael=i year 
wl:len Hie infermatieR l=ias Seen maEle availal3le Sy tRe state, on the district website the 
following information on the prior school year: 

• the provisions of the law relating to student progression and the district 
School Board's policies and procedures on student retention and 
promotion, 
by grade, the number and percentage of all students in grades 3-10 
performing at Levels 1 and 2 on the reading portion of the state 
assessment, 

by grade, the number and percentage of all students retained in grades 
<lKG-10, 
information on the total number of students who are promoted for good 
cause by each category of good cause, and 

any revisions to the district School Board's policy on retention and 
promotion from the prior year. 

I 5. Notificatfon of Student's Annual Progress 
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Each year, schools shall provide parents wlth a report of the progress of the student toward 
achieving state and district expectations for proficiency in reaEliAg, wrlt!Ag:English Language 
Arts, science, social studies, and mathematics, Including the student's results on each statewide 
assessment test and the coordinated screening and progress monitoring system. This report 
traditionally accompanies the last report card of each year but may be sent at an earlier date as 
determined by the school. In addition, progress reporting information shall be 
provided to parents in writing and will be accessible through secure, web based options. 

I 6. Notification of Remediation 

Parent notification shall be documented when a student is being remediated In fea.Gffig; 
Wfi.ti.Rg;-English Language Arts, science, social studies, and/or math and is belng considered for 
retention. School personnel shall use available resources to achieve parent understanding and 
cooperation regarding a student's remediation, progress monitoring plan, and possible 
retention. Parents shall be informed of student progress via quarterly report cards and 
conferences as deemed necessary by the school. 
ResessaP{ 8yU1e ssAeel. 

9 1. Notification of Assignment to Remedial CJ~sses in Middle School 

Parents of middle school students with be!ow proficiency scores on the state assessment in 
reading and/or math shall be notified when their student Is placed In an intensive reading or 
Intensive mathematics class or a content-area class focused on reading strategies fn lieu of an 
electlve. The notification shall explaln that placement in the course is based on the student's 
need to master standards In reading and/or math as evidenced by a score of Level 1 or Level 2 
on the most recent state assessment. 
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LIV.:-.. _cG.::cR_A_D_U_A_T_IOc...N~~-------------_c_JI . 

IDarly High School Graduation ·-------------=:::J 
Florida Statute 1003.4281 provides students with the option of early graduation and receipt of 
a standard high school diploma If the student earns 24 credits and meets the graduation 
requirements set forth In ~s.10103.4282. "Early Graduation" means graduation from high 
school in less than 8 semesters. Suwannee County School District wlll not prohibit a student 
who meets the requirements from graduating early. 

A student who graduates early may continue to participate In school activities and social events 
and attend and participate in graduation events with the student's cohort, as if the student 
were st!II enrolled ln high school. A student who graduates early will be Included in class 
ranking, honors, and award determinations for the student's cohort. A student who graduates 
early must comply with Suwannee County School Board rules and policies regarding access to 
the school facilities and grounds. 

If eligible for Bright Futures Scholarship under ~&&.1009.53-1009.53J8l, a student who 
graduates from high school midyear may receive an Initial aWard In the spring term following 
the student's graduatlon. 

For more information on early graduation, please see the school administration or school 
counselor. 

(B. Standard High School Diploma _____ _ 

Florida Statute 1003.4282 provldes the requirements for the Florida Standard Dlploma. 
Suwannee County School District presents students and their parents with the three-year and 
four-year high school graduation options. 

Students may choose from one of four options to earn a diploma: 
• a four-year 24-credit standard program, 
• a four-year 24-credit standard program, with Scholar Designation 
• a four-year 24-credit standard program, with Merit Designation 
• a four-year 24-cred!t CTE graduation pathway option 
• a three-year 18-credlt acceleration program. 

All of the graduation paths include opportunities to take rigorous academic courses to prepare 
students for their future academic and career choices. 

GPA Requirement: All students, regardless of the graduation program, must stlll earn a 2.0 
grade point average on a 4.0 scale. 

J 
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Assessment Requirement: Students must achieve passing scores {or concordant scores) on the 
Grade 10 Florida Standards Assessment or FAST English Language Arts and required Algebra 1 
EOC assessments to graduate with a standard diploma. 1003.4282 F.S. Students must also 
participate in the state EOC assessments where the results constitute 30 percent of the final 
course grade in the following subjects: Biology I, Geometry, and U.S. History. 

9 1. 24-Credit Program 

As explained in Florida Statue 1003.4282, this standard Florida graduation program 
takes the tradltlonal four years to complete high school and requires students to take 
at least 24 credits In core content areas. Foreign language credit is not required for 
this program1 although it is recommended for Florida college preparation and is 
required for admission to Florida's state universities. 

This program Is designed for a variety of students w!th differing academic abilities. 
The standard diploma prepares1 and may qualify the student for a variety of post high 
school opportunities, including a military career, entry-level or apprentice Jobs, 
admission to a vocational or technlcal school, admission to a community college, or 
admission to a four-year college or university. 

4 Credits of English Language Arts (ELA) 
0 ELA I, JI, Ill, IV.!,__b_M 

0 ELA honors, AP, AICE, IB, and dual enrollment courses may satisfy this 
requirement. 

4 Credits of Mathematics 

0 One of which must be Algebra I 

0 One of which must be Geometry 
0 Industry certifications that lead to college credit may substitute for up to 

two mathematics credits (except for Algebra I and Geometry) 
3 Credits of Science 

0 One of which must be Biology I 
0 Two of which must be equally rigorous science courses 
0 Two of the three required credits must have a laboratory component. 
0 An industry certification that leads to college credit substitutes for up to 

one science credit (except for Biology l). 
0 An identified rigorous computer science course with a related industry 

certification substitutes for up to one science credit (except for Biology I). 
~ Credits of Social Studies 

0 One credit In World History 
0 One credit in U.S. History 
0 0.5 credit in Economics 

0 0.5 credit in U.S. Government 

DRAFT Suwannee County Schoo! Distnct_--
2Q2Q 2Q21 Secondary Student Progression Plan 

Page 66 

::'-~,< ~fo:,,mc::;•tt::;•::;d:,;' Fc:•c:nt:,;, Bol;::,:d _________ aaaaa( 

',., -~F;;;or"m;;;•"::'::":c' ;cN"';;;m:;,;ac;l,~Nc;;oc,b;;;;"';;;'"~=oc;cn;;;"m:;,;b;;;e;;;rlnc,g ___ --< 
formatted Table 

. 

-136-



1 Credit Fine and Performing Arts, Speech and Debate, or Practice Arts 

1 Credit Physical Education - to include the Integration of health 
8 Elective Credits 

1 Online Course Within the 24 Credits 

I 2. _ Standard High School D=iPcclo .. m=a,,D"e"'s"ig._n.._a,,,t"'ioc-n .. s-_ __________ _ 

According to Florida Statute 1003.4285, each standard high school diploma shall 
Include, as applicable the following designation: 

: a. Scholar Designation 

In addition to the requirements of F.S. 1003.4282, in order to earn the Scholar designation, 
as student must satisfy the following requirements: 

o 1 credit ln Algebra II or an equally rigorous course 
o Pass the Geometry EOC 

o 1 credit In Statistics or an equally rigorous mathematics course 
o Pass the Biology! EOC assessment 
o 1 credit In Chemistry or Physics 
o 1 credit in a course equally rigorous to Chemistry or Physics 
o Pass the U.S. History EOC assessment 
o 2 credits in the same World Language 
o 1 credit in AP, IB, AICE or a dual enrollment course 

A student Is exempt from the Biology I or U.S. History assessment lf the student is enrolled 
in an AP, I B, or AICE Biology I or U.S. History course and the student takes the respective 
assessment and earns the minimum score to earn college credit. 

; b, Me1it Designation 
-----···---·----

In addition to the requirements of F.S. 1003.4282, in order to earn the Merit designation, as 
student must satisfy the following requirements: 

o Attain one or more industry certifications from the l!st established under s. 
1003.492, F.S. 

( 3 .... Florida Seal of Biliterac,,y,_._P .. ro"'g,.r_..a"'m.__ ____ _ 

Florida Statute 1003.432 defines the requirements for the Florida Seal of Blliteracy to recognize 
a high school graduate who has attained a high level of competency in listening, speaking, 
reading and writing !none or more foreign languages in addition to English. The Florida State 
Board of Education rule 6A~l.09951 defines the requirements for obtaining the seal. There are 
two classifications for the Florida Seal of Biliteracy -Gold and Silver. 
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~. Gol.d S~al of Biliteracy -----------------

The Gold Seal of Blllteracy will be awarded to a high school student who has earned a standard 
high school diploma and who: 

o Earns four foreign language course credits in the same foreign language with a 
cumulative 3.0 GPA or higher on a 4.0 scale 

o Earns a score of Level 4 or higher on the Grade 10 English Language Arts (ELA) 
Florida Standards Assessment {FSA) or FAST ELA 

o Achieves a qualifying score on a foreign language assessment 
o SAT SubjectTest-700 or higher 
o CLEP Level 1 Language Exam - Spanish {63 or higher), French {59 or higher), 

German (60 or higher) 
o IB Language Exam -5 or higher 
o AP Language Exam -4 or higher 
0 AICE Subject Test-A, B, C, D, 
o ASLPI -4 or higher 
o SLPl:ASL-Advanced Plus or higher 
o ACTFLAssessment/lnterview-Advanced Low or higher 
o STAMP4S -Advanced Low or higher 
o AURA - 1-5 or higher 

o Additional Information on alternative requirements to testing have been provided 
by the State Board of Education at 
https :lj www .fl ru I es. org/gateway/ru I e no .asp ?i d=6 a-1. 099 51 

! b. Silver Seal ofBiliteracy 

The Silver Seal of Biliteracy will be awarded to a high school student who has earned a standard 
high school diploma and who: 

o Earns four foreign language course credits in the same foreign language with a 
cumulative 3.0 GPA or higher on a 4.0 sca!e 

o Achieves a qualifying score on a foreign language assessment 
o SAT SubjectTest-600 or higher 
o CLEP Level 1 Language Exam - Spanish {50-62), French (50-58), German {50-

59) 
o JB Language Exam -4 or higher 
a AP Language Exam -3 or higher 
o AICE Subject Test - A, B, C, D, or E 
o ASLPJ - 3 or higher 
o SLPJ:ASL- Intermediate Plus or higher 
o ACTFL Assessment/Interview - Intermediate Mid or higher 
o STAMP4S-lntermediate Mid or higher 
o ALIRA-1-2 or higher 
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o Addltlonal Information on alternative requirements to testing have been provided 
by the State Board of Educatlon at www.fldoe.org 

A high school student that did not enroll in, or complete, foreign language courses, shall be 
awarded four foreign language high school credits, upon attaining at least the minimum score 
or performance level for the Silver Seal of Blliteracy. 

11_,1._Three-Year 18-Credit ACCEL Program .. 

The Academically Challenging Curriculum to Enhance Learning (ACCEL) options are defined In 
Florida Statute 1002.3105. The requirements of this program are identical to the 24-credit 
standard diploma program option In the preceding chart except: 

o 1 credit ln physical education is not required 
o 3 electives are required (instead of 8) 
o 18 total credits minimum (student may earn additional credits) 
o No on!lne course ls required 

I 5. Additional 18~Credit Graduation Program Guidelines_ 

Students selecting the three-year 18-credit program shall be treated equally with students 
graduating via the minimum 24-credlt general high school graduation program ln all ways, 
including eligibility for valedictorian, salutatorian, Talented 20, and Bright Futures. 

Students enrolled In the three-year 18-credit graduation program, shall not be excluded from 
activities traditionally provided for graduating students during their anticipated graduation 
year. 
A student who graduates early must comply with district school board rules and policies 
regarding access to the school facilities and grounds during normal operating hours. F.S. 

)003.42_81 {31 . .. .. -.............. _ ---------------------

Schools shall not establish requirements for accelerated three-year high school graduation 
programs in excess of the requirements in statute 1003.4281. 

A student choosing the three-year 18-credit graduation program must attend high school as a 
full-time student for three full school years, which may include virtual school. 

Students who choose the three-year graduation program may still qualify for acceleration 
programs (e.g., Advanced Placement and dual enrollment} and for a Florida Bright Futures 
Scholarshlp if they meet the eligibility and/or admissions requirements for those programs and 
scholarships. They can participate In the National Merit Scholarship Program lf they take the 
PSAT/NMSQT In either the next-to-last year or the last year they are enrolled in high school. 
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Those who take the PSAT/NMSWT in their last year of high school will be entering competition 
for awards to be offered as they are completing their first year of college. 

Students who plan to apply to an out-of-state or private in-state college or university and who 
are Interested ln the three-year graduation program should contact those Institutions as early 
as possible for specific admissions requirements. 

Selection of an accelerated high school graduation program may be completed by a student at 
any time and is entirely up to the student and parent/guardian.1003.4295, F.S. 

Prior to selecting the 18-credlt graduatlon program, the follow!ng requirements must be met: 
o Designated school personnel shall meet with each student and the student's 

parent/guardian to provide an explanatlon of the relative requirements, advantages, 
and disadvantages ofthls graduation option. This explanation may be presented at 
school-wide parent/student meeting nlghts and/or open house functions. 

o The student shall submit to the guidance counselor a signed parental consent to 
enter the three-year accelerated graduation program. 

o The student shall have met the state assessment requirements for graduation 

16 •..... _Careerand Technical_Educr!ffon Pc1thw!!YY GratJ_uation ---.. -···---·-·--------
Beginning with the 2019-2020 school year, a student is eligible to complete an alternatlve 
pathway to earning a standard high school diploma through the Career and Technical Education 
(CTE) pathway option. F.S. 1003.4282 

Receipt of a standard high school diploma awarded through the CTE pathway option requires 
the student's successful completion of at least 18 credits. 

A student completing the CTE pathway option must earn at least a cumulative grade point 
average (GPA) of 2.0 on a 4.0 scale. 

In order for a student to satisfy the requirements of the CTE pathway option, he or she must 
meet the GPA requirement and: 

• Meet the requirements for ELA, math, science, and soclal studies 
• Complete two credits In career and technical education 
• The courses must result In a program completion and an industry certification 
• Complete two credits in work-based learning programs 
• A student may substitute up to two credits of electives, including one"half credit ln 

financial literacy, for work:based learning program courses to fulfill this requirement. 
http://www. fl doe. o rg/ a cad em Jes/ career-adult -ed u / ca reer-tech-ed u/path ways-
opti on. stm I 
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I 7. High School Equivalency_ D/"p"lo'"m'"'a'-'P .. r,.,o,,g"'ra ... m=(G,cE,cD,o)c __________ _ 

Florida Statute 1003.435 allows for any student who Is at least 18 years old and who has not 
earned a standard diploma may earn a High School Equlvalency Diploma by passing the Test of 
General Educational Development (GED). 

Any candidate for the GED Test shall be at least 18 years of age on the date of the examination, 
except in extraordinary circumstances, as determined by the superintendent or designee. 

Candidates who receive an age waiver, due to extraordinary circumstances, must be at least 16 
years of age on the date of the examination. No person under the age of 16 may take the GED 
examination. Applicants must obtain an Age Waiver Appllcation for GED Testing from the Adult 
Education Department at RIVEROAK Technical College (386) 647-4200. 

Prior to a student entering the GED preparatory program, the following rules apply; 
o The regular high school program is terminated and withdrawn. 
o The student ls no longer eligible to participate in any high school function or activity 

reserved for students. High Schoo! activities include, but are not limited to, the 
following: graduation exercise, prom, and athletlc events, etc. 

u:=High School Diplomas for Honorably Discharged Veteran.~s ____ =1 _ __, 
According to F.S. 1003.4286, and pursuant to rules adopted by the State Board of Education In 
consultation with the Department of Military Affairs, the Commissioner of Education may 
award a standard high school diploma to an honorably discharged veteran who has not 
completed high school graduation requirements. For more information on applying for this 
diploma, go to https;//www.fldoe.org/academics/ca reer-adult-edu/veterans-
diplomas.stml Rtt13 ://www.flifa e.e rg/asaEleFRlss/i::areer aEl1:1lt e81:1/'leteraRs Eli13lemas.stml 

[0:-Graduation Requireme~.t~_!or:Grade-11/12 Tr:_a".sf_er Students __________ · ::::J 
1. Florida Statute 1003.433 specifies that grade 11 and grade 12 students who enter a district 
high school from out-of-state or from a foreign country shall not be required to spend 
additional time in a district high school in order to meet the high school course requirements of 
the school district, if the student has met all the requirements of the district, state, or country 
from which they transferred. Such students who are not proficient In English shall receive 
immediate and intensive instruction !n English language acquisition. Transfer students, 
however, must earn a 2.0 cumulative GPA and pass the grade 10 FSA/FAST or concordant 
scores with score levels to receive a standard diploma. 

They must also meet the requirements for State End-of-Course assessments in math. If the 
transcript shows a math credit that requires a passing state assessment, then the student must 
pass the assessment unless: 
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• the student earned a comparative score, 
passed an out-of-state subject assessment, or 
passed an out-of-state statewide mathematics assessment. 

2. In addition, students must attend the last semester or have earned at least 25% of their 
required credits from the graduating school. 

IE. Military Dependent Transfer Students 

Florida Statute 1000.36 - The Interstate Compact on Educational Opportunity for MIiitary 
Children specifies what local the education agency (LEA) must do to facilitate the on-time 
graduation of children of military families 1n Artlc!e VII: 

A. LEA officials shall waive speclf!c courses required for graduation if slmil~ir 
coursework has been satlsfactorily completed ln another local education agency or 
shall provide reasonable Justification for denlal. If a waiver rs not granted to a 
student who would qualify to graduate from the sending school, the local education 
agency must provide an alternative means of acquiring required graduation 
coursework so that graduation may occur on time. 

8. States shall accept exit or end-of-course exams required for graduation from the 
sending state, national norm-referenced tests, or alternative testing, in lieu of 
testing requirements for graduation in the receiving state. If these alternatlves 
cannot be accommodated by the receiving state for a student transferring in his or 
her senior year, the provisions of Article VII Section C app!y. 

C. If a military student transfers at the beginning of our during his or her senior year 
and is not ellgible to graduate from the receiving LEA after all the alternatives have 
been considered, the sending and receiving LEAs must ensure the receipt of a 
diploma from the sending LEA, of the student meets the graduation requirements 
from the sending LEA. If one of the states in question is not a member of this 
compact, the member state shall use its best efforts to facilitate the on-time 
graduation of the student in Sections A and B of Article VII. 

~. HighSchool Graduation Awards · _..... .. .. ·- ·-·-------.. .J 
g 1. Valedictorian and_§!!.~utat<?rian Awards 

In consideration for Valedictorian and Salutatorlan status, the following criteria must be met: 
Student must qualify to receive a standard high school diploma with scholar 
designation, beginning with students entering gth grade during the 2014-2015 school 
year. 
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• Senior class rank (Valedictorian & Salutatorian Inclusive) shall be based on a 4.0 

unweighted grade point average on all courses taken for high school credit to two 
decimal places unrounded. 

• Calculations of GPAs for valedlctorian and salutatorian shal! be based upon 
coursework completed by the last day of the school year. 

• Students graduating from a three-year 18 Credit Graduation Program are eligible for 
Valedlctorian and Salutatorlan status. 

Must complete the necessary coursework and test requirements to potentially 
qualify for Bright Futures Scholarship Awards at the Florida Academic or Medallion 
levels. 

• Must be enrolled the entire year of graduation (includes early admission and school 
board approved courses provided through vlrtual instruction programs) 

• Must earn credit In the following honors/advanced level courses: 
o (4) English 
o (4) Math 
o (3) Science 
o (3) Social Studies 
o (2) Credits in the same Foreign Language 

Prior to the 2014-2015 school year, al/ high school taken at the middle school level for high 
school credit were considered honors level courses. Effective 2014-2015, high school courses 
earning high school credit at the middle school level will only receive honors credit when coded 
using the honors course codes listed in the state's course code directory. 

Grade forgiveness shall not be allowed for Valedictorian or Salutatorian consideration 
beginning with students entering 9th grade In the 2014-2015 school year. 

( 2.. Honors Graduates 

If a school chooses to delineate honor graduates, the following criteria shall be used based on 
unweighted grade point average (GPA) calculated on coursework completed by the last day of 
the school year: 

Summa Cum Laude: students with an unweighted GPA of 3.90 to 4.0 
Magna Cum Laude: students with an unweighted GPA of 3.70 to 3.89 

• Cum Laude: students with an unweighted GPA of 3.50 to 3.69 
• Honors: students with an unweighted GPA of 3.00 to 3.49 

l~- Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Program __ -----------··-· 

In 1997, the Florida Legislature created the Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Program and 
declared it the first education program funded each year from the Florida Lottery. This 
scholarship program rewards students for their academic achievements during high school by 
providing funding for them to pursue further educational and 
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career goals. The State Legislature votes on the program each year. As a result, changes often 
occur in the program. Addit!onal information is available on the Florida Department of 
Education web site at http://www.floridastudentfinanciala1d.org/ssfad/bf/ or toll-free: 1-
888.827-2004. 

I_G· Certifica!e of_C __ om_,_p_Je_t_io_n ____ _ 

Florida Statute 1003.4282 (6) (c) - Students who are unable to meet graduation requirements 
for a Standard 24 credit diploma will receive a Certificate of Completlon. A Certificate of 
Completion is not a diploma. It certifies that a student attended high school but did not meet all 
graduation requirements for a dlploma. A certificate of completion may be awarded to 
students In the three-year, 18-credlt graduation program. 

A standard Certificate of Completion shall be awarded to a student who completes standard 
graduation course requirements but Is unable to: 

1. earn a passing score state assessments as designated by the Florida Department of 
Education, or a passing score on a standardized test that ls concordant with passing 
scores on the assessment See the Assessment section for listing of concordant 
scores, 

2. achieve a cumulative grade point average of 2.0 or higher, or 
3. complete all other requirements as prescribed by the School Board. 

A student who has received a standard Certificate of Completion, who subsequently meets the 
requirements for a standard diploma, shall be awarded a standard diploma whenever the 
requirements are completed. Students shall be withdrawn using a code of W8. 

r~ Participation in the GradiiaiTon·ceremony 

To be eligible to participate in the graduation ceremony, a student must meet one of the 
following requirements: 

• completion of all graduation requirements (student will receive diploma), 
• meet requirements for a Certificate of Completion 

Graduates of Suwannee Virtual School aml S1:1waRRee Opflert1:.1R+ty-S6R-G-Gl---will participate in a 
graduation ceremony separate from the other high schools in Suwannee County. 

Graduation regalia worn at all graduation activities, Including Baccalaureate and Graduation, 
must have prior approval of the Principal. 

( I. Milltary Dress at Graduation --····· -~--------·-····---] 

A school may not prohibit a student from lawfully wearing the dress uniform of any of the 
Armed Forces of the United States or of the state at his or her graduation ceremony. F.S. 
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1001.43(8) The Suwannee County Schoo! District will not prohibit the wearing of a military 
uniform under the adopted cap and gown. 
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/VI. EXCEPTIONAL STUDENT EDUCATION 

I A. Eligibility and Programs __ ] 
Suwannee County School District actively seeks to locate students with needs for exceptional 

student education. The term "exceptional student" Includes, but is not limtted to1 students 

participating in the following programs: 

• 
• 

• 
• 

Autism Spectrum Disorder 

Deaf or Hard of Hearing 

Developmentally Delayed 

Dual~Sensory Impaired 

Emotional/Behavioral Disability 

Gifted 

Hos pita I/Homebound 

Language Impaired 

Orthopedically Impaired 

Other Health Impaired 

Specific learning Disabled 

Speech Impaired 

Traumatic Brain Injured 

Visually Impaired 

Intellectual Disability 

State Board Rule determines the requirements for eligibility for a program as provided in the 
district Exceptional Student Education Policies and Procedures manual (SP&P). A copy of each 
school district's SP&P can be found at the following !ink: 
https: ljbeessgsw. org/# /S pp/Institution/ 60d 13 7 a e-ca Sa-4 3 5 2-b 2 88-
f82984 7fa 3c3/Docu m ent/ ce62 5 ce 8- lce OAbcb-a be 3-
be 7 a 86a 6 ld af /P ub Ii cRtt13 s: 6'13 e essgsw. e Fg14; a@/i R stit'=l tie R /13 '=l 131 is 

BB. Student Performan~_e Goals and Objectives'--------_-_-_-__ -_-:_-:_-:_-:_-::-::·-"· 

The Multi-Tiered System of Supports (MTSS) Student Support Team or Its equivalent shall 

monitor all students having difficulty meeting promotional requirements carefully. Eligibility for 

an Exceptional Student Education program may be considered upon completion of appropriate 

interventions and activities. 

Individual Education Plan (IEP) teams determine the appropriate ESE program placement for 

students with disabilities based on their individual needs. An ESE teacher or other service 

provider In the Least Restrictive Environment (LRE) as determined by the IEP team wlll prov!de 

sped ally designed instruction. In most cases, this will be in the regular education classroom 

with their non-disabled peers but some students with disabilities may require Instruction in a 

separate environment for a portion of the day. 
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[c~urriculum ancfiiistruction ---- ~-- _ - -------~-- - -··1 
The Instructional Accommodations for students with disabilities are changes to the way a 
student with disabilities accesses curriculum, demonstrates learnlng1 or how he or she is tested. 
Accommodations do not change the content of the standards1 but may require a change of 

Instructional methods, materials, assignments, time demands and schedules, learning 

environment, and special co~municatlon systems or ass!stive technologies. These 
accommodations must be developed and documented on the student's IEP. 

Most students with disabilltles can achieve general state content standard mastery pursuant to 
rule GA-109401, F.A.C. Effective accommodations must be In place to support lnvo!vement of 

students with disabilities in general education. Students in exceptional student education 
programs who are using general state content standards to attain a standard diploma wll! have 

to meet the same requirements. The student's Individual Education Plan (IEP} wlll address the 
areas of academic need and accommodations to the general currlculum. Students with 
dlsabllltles participate In supplemental and intensive Instructional supports as prescribed by the 
district's K-12 Comprehensive Readlng Plan, 

The general state content standards are the foundatlon of curriculum, instruction, and 
assessment for all Florida students. However, students with slgniflcant cognitive dlsabllities 
utilize Access Points to access the general curriculum. Access Points consist of skills that are 
clearly linked to the general education content but the content is reduced In depth and 
complex!ty to provide access to the standards, while stlll providing rigor and challenging 
academic expectations. 

Students with disabilities who are receiving Instruction based on the access point standards for 
students with slgnificant cognitive disabilities will participate in the Florida Standards Alternate 

Assessment. IEP teams are responsible for determining whether a student with a disability .will 
be instructed on the general Florida Standards, assessed with the FSA/FAST/EOC assessments 
or the Access Points Standards, and assessed with the Florida Standards Alternate Assessment 
(FSAA) as outlined in Rule GA-1.0943 (4), Florida Administrative Code. 

[D. -·Reporting Student Progress··----------------__ --__ _ 

All parents wil! be notified of their child's achievement during the school year with at least the 

same frequency as that of non-disabled peers enrolled in the same school. Progress toward IEP 

goals will be reported to the parent at the time designated on the IEP. 
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R 1. Report Cards and Grading -----------------

• A student's placement in an Exceptional Student Education Program may not be 

designated on the report card due to FERPA (Family Education Rights and Privacy Act}. 

• Students with disabilitles must receive a report regarding progress toward IEP goals and 

objectives along with the report card. 

• Students may not be discriminated against in grading because of their disabillty. 

Teachers may not unilaterally decide to use an individual grading system for a student 

with disabilities. 

• A student with a dlsablllty shall not be penalized with a lower grade for using 

accommodations. 

rr:-Assessment of Student Performance-·--·· 

The general expectation of state and district assessment systems is that all students partldpate 

in assessment for accountability purposes students must be afforded the appropriate 

accommodations for assessment. Testing should result In an accurate reflection of the 

Individual's educational achievement. However, a student's dlsabllity may be such that 

alternate assessment measures would be more meaningful and appropriate than participating 

with accommodations in assessments provided by the state or district. 

l!. State and Local Assessment 

State Board rule 6A-1.0943, FAC provides the basis for accommodations to Florida's statewide 

assessment system for students with disabilities who have an IEP. 

Students classified solely as gifted shall not receive any special test accommodations. 

In no case shall the modifications/ accommodations authorized herein be interpreted or 

construed as an authorization to provide a student with assistance in determining the answer 

to any test item. 

• Accommodations should facilitate an accurate demonstration of what the student 

knows or can do. 

• Accommodations should not provide the student with an unfair advantage or interfere 

with the validity of a test; the underlying skills that are belng measured by the test must 

not be changed. 

• Accommodations must be the same or nearly the same as adaptations used by the 

student in completing classroom Instruction and assessment activities. 
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• Accommodatlons must be necessary for enabling the student to demonstrate 

knowledge, ability, sklll or mastery. 

All students, Including those with disabilities, must participate in the state's assessment and 

accountablllty system. Students with disabilities shall participate in the same state and district 

assessments as their general education peers, Including the FSA/FAST, and EOC exams. lf 

students with disabilities receive testing accommodations, the accommodations must be listed 

in the student's Individual Education Plan (IEP) and be utillzed regularly during classroom 

Instruction and assessment. Allowed accommodations are listed In the procedures manual for 

each specific test. 

Leglslation provides for a waiver of the FSA/FAST as a requirement for graduation with a 

standard high school dlploma for students with disabilities, and an IEP, whose abllitles cannot 

be accurately measured by the statewide assessments. The indlvldual education plan team 

may request a waiver of the FSA/FAST requirement for a stand high school diploma for those 

students identified In the Enhanced New Needed Opportunity for a Better Life and Education 

for Students with Dlsabilities Act (ENNOBLES) wo also meet the requirements set for in Sections 

1003.4282. Students with disabilities with Section 504 plans are not eligible for a waiver. 

§ 2. Alternate Assessment Guidelines 

The use of an alternate assessment is an individual decision for students who have been 

excluded from taking the general statewide or district assessments and have cognitive 

disabilities that limit their ability to achieve the State Performance Standards. Alternate 

assessment for students in exceptional education will mirror the assessments of students 

participating in district and state assessment programs at each grade level by subject area. The 

standards assessed at the appropriate grade levels will be based on the State Performance 

Standards Access Points for students with signlflcant cognitive dlsabillties. 

The Statewide Alternate Assessment for students In grades 3-11 that addresses the State 

Performance Standards Access Polnts for students with significant cognitive disabilities will be 

utilized to determine the appropriate level of the student. For kindergarten-grade two 

students, an approved alternate assessment or combination of alternate assessments wlll be 

given. The alternate assessment will include scoring criteria that clearly Identifies how the 

student's performance is to be judged. 

Documentation of the alternate assessment will include: student name, date of assessment, 

person conducting assessment, and score received by the student or descriptions(s) of behavior 

observed and description of activities and scoring criteria used to Judge student performa nee. 
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The alternate assessment results will be reported to the parent around the same time period as 

other state assessment reports are sent out. Alternate assessment results will also be used to 

plan the student's JEP, report progress toward mastery of annual goals, and plan the 

instruct!onal program for the next year. 

J~.--~~~E~~-~~_:_~--~-~-~-~~~~!~n Exe.1!1...£!i~~-----·--··---~------····- -·-·-·-·-····---------------··---
Upon receipt of a written request from the superintendent, the Commissioner may exempt an 

exceptional student or one who has been determined to be a person with a disability pursuant 

to Rule 6A-19.001(6), FAC, from meeting speclfic requirements for graduation, due to 

extraordinary clrcumstances which would cause the results of the testing to not represent the 

student's achievements, but rather reflect the student's Impaired sensory, manual, speaking or 

psychologlcal process skills. The written request must document the specific extraordinary 

circumstances, which prevents the students from meeting the requirements of Rules GA-

01.0942 and 6A-l.095(4}, FAC. 

1-F. Standards and Promotion Criteria 
·---------------

For students enrolled In exceptlonal student education programs, promotion or movement 

between grades and levels (primary, Intermediate, secondary) will be a reflection of successful 

completion of JEP goals and objectives, mastery of State Performance Standards, chronological 

age, or soclal-emotional maturity. 

1. Decisions regarding the promotion/retention of 3rd grade students with disab!lltles must 

be based on provision of S.1008.25 (5) (b), Florida Statutes. A small number of students 

with disabilities may be promoted if they meet requirements for good cause. 

2. Decisions to promote are made by the prlncipal based on the recommendation of the 

IEP Team. Participation in the regular state assessment program shall be available to all 

exceptional students. Articulation staffings shall be held on students moving from 

school to school (ex. PK-K, Elementary-Middle, Middle-High). 

~~~~e.9.uirements - Standard Dip_!<'_111a -·····--------=----=1 
A standard high school diploma will be awarded to students who meet the requirements as 

referenced in the secondary education section of this Student Progression Plan, demonstrate 

mastery of the State Performance Standards that apply, and pass such demonstrated test. -lfl 

R1:.1le GA .9312, FAG, School boards shall provide accommodations to basic courses, as 

necessary, to assure exceptional students the opportunlty to meet the graduation requirements 

for a standard diploma. School boards shall modify vocatlonal courses and programs of study, 
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as necessary, to assure exceptional students the opportunity to meet graduation requirements 

for a standard or a special diploma. 

1. Accommodations to basic courses shall not include modifications to the curriculum 

frameworks or student performance standards. When modifylng vocational courses, 

the particular outcomes and student performance standards, which a student must 

master to earn credit, must be specified on the student's Individual educational plan. 

2. Accommodations to basic or vocational courses may include any of the following: 

a. The instructional time may be increased or decreased 

b. Instructional methodology may be varied. 

c. Special communications systems may be used by the teacher or the student. 

d. Classroom and district test administration procedures and other evaluation 

procedures may be adjusted as specified in Rule 6A-1.0943, FAC., to 

accommodate the student's disability. 

3. When making accommodations to basic courses, the school board shall use one of the 

fol!ow!ng strategies: 

a. Assignment of the exceptional student to an exceptional education class for 

instruction in a basic course with the same student performance standards as 

those required of non-exceptional students, or 

b. Assignment of the exceptional student to a basic education class for instruction 

which accommodates the student's exceptionallty. 

4. The IEP team shall determine which of these strategies to employ based on an 

assessment of the student's needs and shall reflect this decision In the student's 

Individual Educational Plan. Course accommodations w!II be used to facilitate student 

participation In the general curriculum to the extent possible. At least one regular 

education teacher will be Involved in IEP development and the determination of course 

accommodations. 

~. £l:Gef:)tieAal stHEleAts emelleEI iR l:lasie seHrses 1:1t!liziRg Ute strategy ElesGrilaeEl IA RHle tJ 

A.Q312(3l(a), FAG., sl:iall lae ee1:1AteEl as eiceeptieAa+-5tblEleAt s13eeial pregrarn east fastsrs 

SRly if tAe elass is l:le!Ag taHgAt iR a s13eeia! 13rsgrarn fer ei1ee13tleAal st1:1Elents, lay a 

EJl:lalifieEl teael:ier in aeeerElanee wltA R1::1le 61\ 1.Q§Q'.3, ¥'\C. 

~_5. __ Students falling the state assessment will be remediated and/or retested at the 

time designated by the state during the eleventh or twelfth grade. Juniors or seniors 

not passing the state assessment, but having successfully completed courses that meet 

standard diploma graduation requirements and whose abilities cannot be accurately 
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measured by the statewide assessment test1 may meet waiver options as a requirement 

for a standard high school diploma. Waiver requirements Include students: 

a. who are currently juniors or seniors in high school with an Individual Educational 

Plan (IEP), 

b. who have met the graduation requirement of 24 academic credits option or the 

18 credits option with a cumulative 2.0 or better grade point average (GPA) and 

any other district requirements, 

c. who have taken the state assessment at least once in the 10th grade and once in 

the 11th grade, but have not attained a passing score1 and 

d. For whom the Individual Educat!onal Plan (IEP) team determines that the state 

assessment cannot accurately measure the studenes abilities, taking Into 

consideration all allowable accommodations. 

e-:--The State of Florida no longer offers an option of a Special Diploma for students with 

disabilities. 
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7. Florida Standard Diploma High School Graduation Options for Students Entering 9th 

Grade In 2014-2015 and After -CHART 

24 credit standard diploma 24 credit standard diploma 
24 credit standard diploma option with academic and option available only to 

option available to all 
employment requirements1 

students with significant 
students, Including available only to students cognitive disabilities, who 

students with disabilities. take access courses and with disabilities. 
the alternate assessment.* 

4 Credits English Lanauaae Arts fELAl 
ELAl, 11, Ill, IV Must earn credits for all of the 
ELA honors, Advanced courses listed in the first 
Placement (AP), Advanced column 
International Certificate of May substitute a GTE course 
education (AICE), with content related to English 
International Baccalaureate for English IV. 
(IB), and dual enrollment 
courses may satisfy this 
requirement. 

4 Credits Mathematics 
One of which must be Algebra Must earn credits for all of the 
I and one of which rnust be courses listed in the first 
Geometry. column. 
Industry certifications that May substitute a GTE course 
lead to college credit rnay with content related to 
substitute for up to two mathematics for one 
mathematics credits ( except mathematics credit (except for 
for Algebra I and Geometry) Algebra I and Geometry). 
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3 Credits Science 
One of which must be Biology Must earn credits for all of the 
I, two of which must be courses listed in the first 
equally rigorous science column. 
courses. May substitute a GTE course 
Two of the three required with content related to science 
credits must have a for one science credit (except 
laboratory component. for Biology I}. 
An industry certification that 
leads to college credit 
substitutes for up to one 
science credit (except for 
Biology I}. 
An identified rigorous 
Computer Science course 
with a related Industry 
certification substitutes for up 
to one science credit (except 
for Biolonv I\. 

3 Credits Social Studies 
Must earn credits for all of the 
courses listed in the first 
column. 

1 credit in World History 
May substitute a GTE course 1 credit In U.S. History with content related to social .5 credits in U.S. Government 

.5 credits in Economics with studies for one social studies 

Financial Applications credit (except for U.S. 
History). 
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1 Credit Fine and Performln~ Arts, Soeech and Debate, or Practical Arts" 
8 Elective Credits 

Must include.5 credits in an May include employment 
employment based course. based course/s. 

May include ESE courses. 

1 Credit Physical Education to include the integration of health 
1 Online course 

Online course mav be waived bv IEP team. 
Students must earn a 2.0 grade point average on a 4.0 scale and pass statewide 
assessments unless a waiver of assessment results Is aranted bv the IEP team. 

"'Parental consent is required before a student may take access courses. 

**Ellgible courses and elig!ble course substitutions are specified In the Florida Course Code 

DI rectory at https :ljwww. fl doe .o rg/pol Icy/ a rtl cu 1 ati on/ ccd/2021-2022-co u rse-di rectory .stm I. 

j_~ __ c.ertificate of Com_~~~-~!?~ -----·--------

A student who has met all requirements for graduation with a standard diploma with the 

exception of passing the state assessments or being granted a waiver shall be awarded a 

Certificate of Completion. 
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IY1(~1;N~.q~1;1·tc:if$e.1::AK'2~.l>c:if PI~.~r{b/!it:1.~PAc,;1;~.X1;$pbJ·•···,.•.·. .·····•··I 

IE_Placement ·-·-·--------··-------·--------- -::J 

Students in the English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) program are commonly referred 
to as English language Learners (Ells). Ells shall be placed In appropriate courses designed to 
provide ESOL instruction in Engl!sh and the basic subject areas of mathematics, science, and 
soclal studies. Upon enrollment, an ELL student must have verification of the DE USS (date 
entered US Schools). 

The ELL Committee, wh!ch Is composed of the principal or designee, an ESOL/language arts 
teacher, the guidance counselor, and any other Instructional personnel responsible for the 
instruction of Ells, shall make recommendations concerning the appropriate placement, 
promotion and retention of English Language Learner students. Parents/guardians of students 
being reviewed shall be invited to participate in the meetings. 

Criteria to be utilized In making appropriate course decisions include the followlng: 
• academic performance and progress of a student based on formal 

and/or alternative assessments In English and/or the student's native 
language, 

• progress, attendance and retention reports, and 
_, _number of years the student has been enrolled in the ESOL Program. 

When new students arrive to Suwannee County School District from other countries without 
appropriate educational documentation (transcripts, report cards}, the student will be placed in 
an age appropriate setting. Placement may not be made sole!y upon English Language 
proficiency. 

I_B. AS-Sessment, Rete~ti_~!1-~i,d_!'.:..:'o::.m=o:..:t:_:io:..:n.:. _____ _ 
I 1. Assessment 

In general, all Ells participate in the state's assessment and accountability system. As part of 
the Federal legislation, all Ells shall be assessed annually in reading, writing, listening and 
speaking. The state assessment for English Language Learners in Florida is the Access for Ells. 

L2 .... Retention _____ ........ - ... -.... ---.. --·--·---
Retention of an ELL Is based on unsatisfactory performan·ce in reading, writing and mathematics 
as determined by the Student Support Team, in conjunction with the ELL Committee. Students 
cannot be retained based solely on English language acquisition. 

L3. _ Promotion in Grade 12 ___ "---·---·-· 
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FleFiGa £tat1,1te £t1.18eRts wRe Rave laeeR eRrnl!eEI In aR HOb pFegi:am fei: less tl=:ian twe (2) 
yeaFS an El Rave met all reei1::1lmmeRts fer a staR9aFEI RlgR s6Reel ElipleFFta el(Se13t fer passing tRe 
gFa9e 1Q FGAT ei: Raving a ssRsei:GaRt sseFe may reseive lrnrnei:sieR ~nglisR laRg1:1age 
iRstrnstleR E11:1ring tRe SI.IITTFfler fellewiRg tRelr seRier •1eai: (te tf:1e eitteRt fl:IREling Is previ9e9 iR 
tRe Genei:al Apprnpi:iatiens Ast.) £tto1EleRts Fe6eMRg s1.1eR instr1.1etien are eligilale ts take tAe 
i:::leriEla £tamlarEls l'ssessITTents er etRer assessmeRts tRat iareviEle a GSRGSFElaRt sGere. 

f_ll[~Uant to Section 1003.433(3}, F.S., beginning with the 2022-23 school_year1_~!~-~ents who<(~:~;· .:.'";;;';;;m;;;•tte=d,_: '°="'cc' ;;;";.,Pc.'---------~ 
have been enrolled in an English Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) program for less than 2 ':.-:_-,. ~===--'~;;;;:.---------~, 
school years and have met all requirements for the standard high school diploma except for · ', 

'-""=;-~='-"'-c==~~~~-,) passage of any assessment requlred for graduation as specified by Section 1003.4282 or 1008.22, 
F.S., or alternate assessment is eligible for a standard high school diploma if the student: 

(al Passes the required assessment or alternate assessment after having received English 
language Instruction offered by a public school during the summer following the student's 
senior year through an Instructional model for English Language Learners. 

(b) Beginning with the 2022-23 school year, meets the requirement to pass the statewide, 
standardized grade 10 ELA assessment by satisfactorily demonstrating grade-level expectations 
on a formative assessment that generates a score or metric that can be interpreted as a measure 
of grade 10 level achievement in ELA. 

IC. Awarding of Credit 

Ells shall be given credit toward fu!fllllng graduation requirements in English for each English 
for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) Engllsh course completed satisfactorily. Credit shall also 
be given toward fulfilling graduation requirements for each basic subject area course 
completed satlsfactorlly through ESOL Instruction. 
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~equest for Approy~f to·fra~ferClass~om 

...t. 1 · J I 

.±£aront'Guardian N1llllfl: -~ ! .... D(M, 1 

j.Student Na,rra; ___________ J I 
~el!Ml~ ____ .1 ..... .,. ......... -........ ~. tfallli:JT=her Ar.I -·--............ 1-.. t.rl ·--- ~ 

r: mf :,:~-;;~~;--i-0--i~=~~~,::;:·1 o"·- ! ~::,~~m~:;~:;-~---~;~,:~::~:~::·-i 
j-,,.,....,.,.,.,-~-~••··•--..'--·•~ >..-............. - .................... ,J_,__,._ --L·----·,,~--···1 
l i 
Reason fur R611irest i 
! i 
}-- "·-----··"--·--- ·-·······---·--··-·---·--·-···--------·-·--------·-----"""""-""""""""""""""""""--··---·---··---------· 

I I 
f-- ---------------------------------------------------------------- ---------------------------------------------------------------- -1 
~ditiooa!Comml;flts; l I ---- ------------ I 

---------------------- ---------------------------------------1--·---- --------------------1 r---------------- ----------------
; 

~i:1Jlil,1~W .. - .. ,-.-·---·-··-··---.......,J.,_·--~.i!.-.. ---·-1 
A roval I !This request has b6G!I 1 I 

rproved: _____ ,i __________ _,_,,.,.,.., ....... _ ... School Offidcd~i -----------! 

Denial 

b:iuesthas -b~n ····r····----.. --... -- -------------------- ---T~-~~~~~~~~~~~-~:,-~~~;r ------------------ ------1 

i i 
1 --- t - I 
/ _ flqrida S@lue 10"3 3101 proyMes w~nts wiih ~=~:{ :::::~;rou:::::,.&wever. this iloes joot [PM' the ~~~:~~-:~~-'.~...i 
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. . 
;'!?-equired Instruction 
llorida Statute, 1003.42_provldes for required_ courses and instruction to ensure that students __ 

meet State Board of Education adopted standards. Most specifically, members of the 

instructional staff of the public schools, subject to the rules of the State Board of Education and 

the district school board, shall teach efficiently and faithfully, using the books and materials 

required that meet the highest standards for professionalism and historic accuracy, following 

the prescribed courses of study, and employing approved methods of instruction. 

State Board of Education Rule 6A-1.09412 Course Requirements - Grades K-12 Basic and Adult 

Secondary Programs reads: A course description directs district personnel by providing the 

essential content and course requirements for each course In grades Kw12 contained In the 

"Course Code Directory and Instructional Personnel Ass!gnmentsn adopted by Rule 6Awl,09441, 

F.A.C. Course requirements approved by the State Board of Education and are (available) 

on!ine. 

The Course of Study for the Suwannee County School System shall consist of subjects and 

courses selected from the current edition of the Course Code Directory and Instructional 

Personnel Assignments (CCD) published annually by the State of Florida, Department of 

Education. 

Student schedules may reflect course code numbers by subject or as selfwcontained as 

appropriate. Regardless of scheduling techniques minimum time requirements for Instruction 

shall be met as outlined above and include courses from a school Course of Study approved 

annually. 

All classes will provide appropriate instruction designed to ensure that students meet Florida 

Standards. Careers and vocational awareness will be integrated into the curriculum. 

Technology wlll be an Integral tool In the elementary instructional program. Students will 

understand and utilize technology as a source of information and an application of data for 

problemwsolving. Members of the elemeRtaP{ public school instructional staff shall use 

approved materials and resources to teach the following: 
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a) The history and content of the Declaration of Independence, including national sovereignty, 

natural law, self~evldent truth, equality of all persons, limited government, popular sovereignty, 

and Inalienable rights of life, liberty, and property, and how they form the philosophical 

foundation of our government. 

(b) The history, meaning, slgnlficance1 and effect of the provisions of the Constitution of the 

United States and amendments thereto, with emphasis on each of the 10 amendments that 

make up the Bill of Rights and how the constitution provides the structure of our government. 

{c) The arguments in support of adopting our republican form of government, as they are 

embodled in the most Important of the Federalist Papers. 

(d) Flag education, including proper flag display and flag salute. 

(e) The elements of civil government, includlng the primary functions of and interrelationships 

between the Federal Government, the state, and its counties, municipalities, school districts, 

and special districts. 

{f) The history of the United States, including the period of discovery, early colonies, the War 

for Independence, the Civil War, the expansion of the United States to its present boundaries, 

the world wars, and the civil rights movement to the present. American history shall be viewed 

as factual, not as constructed, shall be viewed as knowable, teachable, and testable, and shall 

be defined as the creation of a new nation based largely on the universal principles stated in 

the Declaration of Independence. 

(g) The history of the Holocaust (1933-1945), the systematic, planned annihilation of 

European Jews and other groups by Nazi Germany, a watershed event in the history of 

humanity, to be taught in a manner that leads to an investigation of human behavior, an 

understanding of the ramifications of prejudice1 racism, and stereotyping, and an examination 

of what lt means to be a responslble and respectful person, for the purposes of encouraging 

tolerance of diversity in a pluralistic society and for nurturing and protecting democratic values 

and institutions. 

,T~_E:_~~-~~-f!~_ Wf:ek in _Novem~er s_~?_IJ b~ _d~si~i:,-~!~-~-~-s-~~~oloc_aus!_~~~~~!!9_n _Wee_k'~_i_~-~~J?.?~~~e 
in recognition that November is the anniversary of Krista!lnacht, widely recognized as a 

precipitating event that led to the Holocaust. 
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(h) Jhe history of African Amerlcans1 including the history of African peoples_ before the________ -----1"•,...o,;,m ... , ... tt-;••c:•c.'::°'o.''"o"'lo'--'""A"'"to"----~~--------))' 
politlca! confllcts that led to the development of slavery, the passage to America, the 

enslavement experience, abolition, and the contributions of African Americans to society. 

Instructional materials shall include the contributions of African Americans to American society. 

S~l:l-~~-~~~ _ ~-~~ J ~ -~ ~-~~J~p an-~-~ d ersta ~-~! ~-~ _(:'f _ ~~ _f: _~~ !!1 ifica~i cm_~ -~f J?!_f: 11}~ ~~~1 ra_~i-~~ ~ _1:! ~-~ ______ _ 

stereotyping on individual freedoms, and examine what It means to be a responsible and 

respectful person, for the purpose of encouraging tolerance of diversity in a pluralistic society 

and for nurturing and protecting democratic values and institutions. Instruction shal! include 

the roles and contributions of indlviduals from all walks of life and thelr endeavors to learn and 

thrive throughout history as artists, scientists, educators, businesspeople, Influential thinkers, 

members of the faith community, and polit!cal and governmental leaders and the courageous 

steps they took to fulfill the promise of democracy and unite the nation. Instructional materials 

shall include the vltal contributions of African Americans to build and strengthen American 

socfety and celebrate the inspirational stories of African Americans who prospered, even in the 

most difficult circumstances. Instructional personnel mayfacllitate discussions and use curricula 

to address, in an age-appropriate manner, how the individual freedoms of persons have been 

infringed by slavery, racial oppression, racial segregation, and raclal discrimination, as well as 

topics relating to the enactment and enforcement of laws resulting In racial oppression, raclal 

segregation, and racial discrimination and how recognition of these freedoms has overturned 

these unfust laws. However, classroom Instruction and curriculum may not be used to 

Indoctrinate or persuade students to a particular point of view Inconsistent with the principles 

'.-.- -. - - -ti-- ---

enumerated in subsection (3) or the state academic standards. ------~ Formatted; Font color: Allto 
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(o) Such additional materials, subjects, courses, or fields in such grades as are prescribed by 

law or by rules of the State Board of Education and the district school board in fulfilling the 

requirements of law. 

(p) The study of Hispanic contributions to the United States. 

(q) The study of women's contributions to the United States. 

(r} The nature and importance of free enterprise to the United States economy. 

(s) A character-development program in the elementary schools, similar to Character First or 

Character Counts, which is secu!ar in nature. Beginning in school year 2004-2005, the character

development program shall be required in kindergarten through gra_de 12. Each district school 

board shall develop or adopt a curriculum for the character-development program that sha!l be 

submitted to the department for approval. The character-development currlculum shall stress 

the quallt!es of patriotism; responslb!llty; citizenship; kindness; respect for authority, life, 

llberty, and personal property; honesty; charityi self-control; racial, ethnic, and religious 

tolerance; and cooperation. The character-development curriculum for grades 9 through 12 

shall, at a minimum, include instruction on developing leadership skills, interpersonal skills, 

organization skills, and research skills; creating a resume; developing and practicing the skills 

necessary for employment Interviews; conflict resolution, workplace ethics, and workplace law; 

managing stress and expectations; and developing skills that enable students to become more 

res!lient and self-motivated. 

(t} In order to encourage patriotism, the sacrifices that veterans have made In serving our 

country and protecting democratic values worldwide. Such instruction must occur on or before 

Veterans' Day and Memorial Day. Members of the instructional staff are encouraged to use the 
.,. ; -.:-''. ;=.-: '.·"_•_-·· ., .· C 

:ss~::r~:::,f 

1

;::~:::::~ :~::,::c:::tbll:corrorates the values of the recipients of the /'.,{ Fo,m,:Df:,;.;o,rau;tJ+Bo;y;ca:;b,I), ,; ;, 
'----···············-··········· ···-· •••• • ········-----· ••••• ···---· -- ---······· • • ····-·-·--------····· •••••• ·······-··- : . _ .• _·;.• , ·-:C:c- ·,"."•.:: ·-,.· ·--- . ·, · · · _- _', -· · ·. - .- i;' ,--,.-.. -·, 

Congressional Medal of Honor and that ls offered as part of a social studies, English Language 

Arts, or other schoolMwide character building and veteran awareness Initiative meets the 

requirements of paragraphs (s) and (t). 

Any student whose parent makes written request to the school principal shall be exempted 

from the teaching of reproductive health or any disease, including HIV /AIDS, its symptoms, 

development, and treatment. A student so exempted may not be penalized by reason of that 
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exemption. Course descriptions for comprehensive health education shall not interfere with the 

local determination of appropriate curriculum which reflects local values and concerns. 

In addition, to the required instruction above, the following instruction w111 be provided In 

grades 6-12: 

~n~erica.n. Founders; Mi>nth< 
Florida Statute 683.1455 

The month of September of each year has been designated as "American Founders' Month". 

This a!lows the governor to issue a proclamation recognizing "America Founders' Month" and 

urging varlous groups, fncludlng public and private educational lnstitutions, to recognize and 

observe the month, inviting state, county and local governmental officials to participate. 

ft(iil!J~tl?ffi'.~~ru-,ns 
Florida Statute 1003.44 

Suwannee County Schoo! District shall require: 

• programs of a patriotic nature to encourage greater respect for the government of the 

United States and its national anthem and flag, subject always to other existing 

pertinent laws of the United States or of the state. 

• When the national anthem is played, students and all civl!ians shall stand at attention, 

men removing the headdress, except when such headdress is worn for religious 
purposes. 

• The pledge of allegiance to the flag, "I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States 

of America and to the republic for which it stands, one nation under God, Indivisible, 

with liberty and justice for all," shall be rendered by students standing with the right 

hand over the heart. 

• The pledge of allegiance to the flag shall be recited at the beginning of the day in each 

public elementary, middle, and high school in the state. 

Any teacher or administrator Is permitted to read, orto post in a public school building or 

classroom or at any school-related event, any excerpt or portion of the following historic 

material: the national motto; the national anthem; the pledge of allegiance; the Constitution of 

the State of Florida, including the Preamble; the Constitution of the United States, including the 

Preamble; the Bill of Rights; the Declaration of Independence; the Mayflower Compact; the 

Emancipation Proclamation; the writings, speeches, documents, and proclamations of the 
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presidents of the United States, the signers of the Constitution of the United States and the 

Declaration of lndependence1 and civil rights leaders; and decisions of the United States 

Supreme Court. 

However1 any material that ls read, posted, or taught pursuant to this provision may be 

presented only from a historical perspectlve and in a nonproselytlzlng manner. 

When less than an entire document is used, the excerpt or portion must include as much 

material as is reasonably necessary to reflect the sentiment of the entire document and avoid 

expressing statements out of the context in which they were originally made. 

If the material refers to laws or judicial decisions that have been superseded, the material must 

be accompanied by a statement indicating that such law or decision is no longer the law of the 

land. 

No material shall be selected to advance a particular religious, political1 or sectarian purpose. 

:'f1.u1iiaii Traffitkini, 

·state Board of-EduC3.fi011 Ruhal 6A.~ 1:094123 

Suwannee County School District will annually provide instruction to students in grades K-12 

related to child trafficking prevention and awareness. The District's implementation plan shall 

be posted on the website annually by December 1. 

GA-1.094123 Chlld Trafflcldng Prevention Education. 

(1) It is the intent of the State Board of Education that every school In Florida be a 1'Child 
Trafficking Free Zone." 

(2) School districts must annually provide instruction to students in grades K-12 related to 
child trafficking prevention and awareness. 

(3) Using the health education standards adopted in Rule 6A-1.09401, F.A.C., Student 
Performance Standards1 the Instruction for child trafficking prevention will advance each year 
through developmentally appropriate Instruction and sklll bullding. 

(4) Age-appropriate elements of effective and evidence-based programs and Instruction to 
students in grades K-12 related to child trafficking prevention and awareness and must address, 
at a minimum, the following topics: 

(a) Recognition of signs of human trafficking; 
(b) Awareness of resources, Including national, state and local resources; 
(c) Prevention of the abuse of and addiction to alcohol, nlcotine, and drugs; 
(d} Information on the prevalence, nature, and strategies to reduce the risk of human 

trafficking, techniques to set healthy boundaries, and how to safely seek assistance; and 
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(e) Information on how social media and mobile device applications are used for human 
trafficking. 

(5) In order to assist with instruction, the department will maintain a human trafficking 
web page, located at http://www.fldoe.org/schools/healthy-schools/huma n-trafficking.stml, 
with information about the education described in this rule; resources on abuse, including sexual 
abuse, and human trafficking prevention for professional !earning purposes; and materials for 
parents, guardians, and.other caretakers of students. 

1;,i[~',i_l:a_l tiri__d Efflotiof!al.Health Ed{u:ation 
'f.'.-=;:·. : . ' . . . _- . . . -
ft}:1te-Board of Education Rule-6A.-..L094121 

(1) School districts must annually provide a minimum of five (5) hours of instruction to students In 

grades 6-12 related to youth mental health awareness and assistance, Including suicide prevention and 

the impacts of substance abuse. 

(2) Using the health education standards adopted in rule 6A-1.09401, F.A.C., Student Performance 

Standards, the Instruction for youth mental and emotional health will advance each year through 

developmentally appropriate instruction and skill building and must address, at a minimum, the following 

topics: 

(a) Recognition of signs and symptoms of mental health disorders; 

(b) Prevention of mental health disorders; 

(c) Mental health awareness and asslstance; 

(d) How to reduce the stigma around mental health disorders; 

(e) Awareness of resources, including local school and community resources; 

(fl The process for accessing treatment; 

(g) Strategies to develop healthy coping techniques; 

(h) Strategies to support a peer, friend, or family member with a mental health disorder; 

{I) Prevention of suicide; and 

{j) Prevention of the abuse of and addiction to alcohol, nicotin€, and drugs. 

(3) By December 1 of each year, each school district must submit an implementation plan to the 

commissioner at MentalHealthEducation@fldoe.org and post the plan on the school district website. The 

Implementation plan must include: 

(a) The specific courses ln which instruction will be delivered for each grade level; 

(bl The professional qualifications of the person delivering Instruction; and 

(c) A description of the materials and resources utllized to deliver instruction. 

{4) By Ju!y 1 of each year, each school district must submit an annual report to the commissioner at 

MentalHealthEducation@fldoe.org. The report must verify completion of the instruction and Include: 
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(a) The specific courses in which instruction will be delivered for each grade level; 

(b) The professional qualifications of the person delivering Instruction; and 

(c) A description of the materials and resources utilized to de!iver instruction. 

;Sli"hstan~e Use and Abuse 
6A-1.094122 Substance Use and Abuse Health Education. 

(1) School districts must annually provide instruction to students in grades K-12 related to youth substance 
use and abuse health education. 

(2) Using the health education standards adopted In Rule 6A-1.09401, F.A.C., Student Performance 

Standards, the instruction for substance use and abuse education will advance each year through 

developmentally appropriate instruction and skill bulldlng. 

;n151thnitfhi~~&8fld':ii:Wiittl@Vi~f~U_Cti6W 
1003,4205 Disability history and awareness instruction.-

(1) Each district school board may provide disability history and awareness instruction in all K-12 

public schools in the district during the first 2 weeks in October each year. The district school board 

shall designate these 2 weeks as "Disability History and Awareness Weeks." 

(2)(a) During this 2-week period, students may be provided intensive instruction to expand their 

knowledge, understanding, and awareness of Individuals with disabilities, the history of disability, and 

the disability rights movement. Disability history may include the events and timelines of the 

development and evolution of services to, and the civil rights of, individuals with disabilities. Disability 

history may also include the contributions of specific individuals with disabilities, including the 

contributions of acknowledged national leaders. 

(b) The instruction may be integrated Into the existing school curriculum in ways including, but not 

limited to, supplementing lesson plans, holding school assemblies, or providing other school-related 

activities. The instruction may be delivered by qualified school personnel or by knowledgeable guest 

speakers, with a particular focus on including individuals with disabilities. 

(3) The goals of disability history and awareness instruction include: 

(a) Better treatment for individuals with disabilities, especially for youth in school, and increased 

attention to preventing the bullying or harassment of students with disabilities. 

(b) Encouragement to individuals with disabilities to develop increased self-esteem, resulting in 

more Individuals with disabilities gaining pride in being an individual with a disability, obtaining 

postsecondary education, entering the workforce, and contributing to their communities. 

(c) Reaffirmation of the Local. state, and federal commitment to the fult inclusion in society of, and 

the equal opportunity for, all individuals with disabilities. 
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J-lONDISCRIMINATION STATEMENT_______ _ _______________ --- ___ ----- _ 

The Suwannee County School Board does not discriminate on the ha sis of race, color, national origin, sex, dlsablllty, or age In [ts programs 
and activities and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated yo1.1th groups. The foll owing person has been designated to 
handle Inquiries regarding the non-dlscriml11atlon polkres: 

~ROO,Ronnle Grav.,Equity Coordinator _______ --------------- ------------
1740 Ohio Ave, South, live Oak, FL 32064 

(386) 647-4644 
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